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A FEW  IMPORTANT  WORDS  FROM  KATE  BORNSTEIN: 

7 remember  when  I was  first  thinking  of  the  very  real  possibility  of  my 
going  through  a *gasp*  sex  change  This  was  in  the  days  before 
tranny  support  groups.  I steeled  myself  and  made  the  long  distance 
call  to  IFGE.  To  my  delight,  I spoke  with  a trans  woman  who  calmed 
me  down  and  pointed  me  in  the  direction  of  some  deeper  self-work 
prior  to  making  my  decision  to  proceed.  It  was  invaluable  advice.  I owe 
a debt  to  IFGE.  I think  many  trans  folks  do.  Maybe  one  of  them  is 
you?  If  not  right  this  minute,  then  perhaps  some  day? 

Look,  IFGE  is  an  organization  that  seems  to  rise  above  all  politics 
of  the  trans  experience,  getting  to  the  heart  of  what  matters  to  each  of 
its  multi-identified  members.  Wouldn't  it  be  worth  the  mini-investment 
of  a membership  to  make  sure  IFGE  is  there  for  all  of  us?  I think  so.” 
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stage  of  your  transition 
from  female  to  male? 


Results  will  vary  from  person  to  person. 


If  you  are  under  treatment  with  a therapist  for  your  gender  transition  and 
are  psychologically  ready  to  make  the  permanent  life  change  from  female  to 
male,  Chest  Reconstruction  is  an  important  part  of  your  decision. 

This  surgery  reconstructs  the  female  chest,  creating  masculine  contours. 

It  can  make  you  feel  more  at  ease  in  your  newly  chosen  gender  and  makes 
men's  clothing  easier  to  wear. 

Dr.  Reardon  has  been  performing  cosmetic  surgery  for  27  years  and 
transgender  chest  reconstruction  for  22  years.  From  minimally  invasive 
procedures,  such  as  simple  liposuction,  to  advanced  surgical  methods  for  the 
more  extensive  reconstruction  of  very  large  38-40D+  breasts,  he  has  the  in- 
depth  experience  that  allows  him  to  hand  tailor  these  techniques  and 
technologies  to  correct  your  particular  problems  and  to  enhance  your  unique 
self  image. 

All  procedures  are  performed  under  local  anesthesia  with  supplemental  IV, 
sedation  in  our  state-of-the-art  ambulatory  facility  on  an  out-patient  basis. 
If  you  are  from  out  of  town,  we  will  assist  you  with  accommodations. 

In  the  hands  of  a caring  physician,  who  is  sensitive  to  all  gender  transition 
issues,  the  result  is  a well-contoured,  natural  looking,  masculine  chest. 


Be  tne  test  you  can  te. 


James  J.  Reardon,  M.D. 


Board  Certified  Plastic  and  Reconstructive  Surgeon 
737  Park  Avenue,  New  York,  New  York  10021 
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GUIDELINES  FOR  CONTRIBUTORS 

Transgender  Tapestry  is  a magazine  for  and  about  crossdressers,  transgendered,  transsexual, 
intersexed,  and  other  gender-variant  persons,  and  those  who  support  them. 

OUR  READERS 

Write  for  a general  audience.  Our  readers  include  closeted  and  out  people:  crossdressers,  transsexuals,  transgenderists, 
intersexed  persons,  gay  men,  lesbians,  bisexuals,  heterosexuals,  therapists,  physicians,  ministers,  spouses  and  significant  others, 
family  members,  and  friends.  Our  readers  span  all  ages,  races,  nationalities,  religions,  spiritualities,  beliefs  and  opinions,  and 


educational  backgrounds.  Your  piece  may  be  targeted 


WHAT  TO  SEND  US 

We  want  original  material.  We  rarely  accept 
simultaneous  or  previous  published 
submissions. 

We’re  interested  in  ideas  which  have  been 
previously  under-explored.  We  accept 
submissions  on  gender  issues  of  general 
interest,  including:  new  (for  some  people) 
types  of  diversity;  little-known  information 
about  transgender  history;  under-utilized 
resources  and  populations;  personal 
struggles;  social  or  medical  issues;  humor 
with  an  underlying  message;  and  satire. 

We  want  writing  that  challenges  categories, 
presumptions,  and  accepted  thought. 


one  group,  but  it  should  speak  to  the  larger  readership. 


HOW  TO  SUBMIT 

We’re  modem  folks.  The  best  way  to  send  materials 
is  via  e-mail.  We  get  it  immediately  and  we  don't 
have  to  retype  it.  Besides,  it’s  cool. 
Please  send  your  submissions  to 
<editor@ifge.org>. 

Attach  a file,  using  MIME  encoding.  These  formats 
are  acceptable  for  text  files:  Microsoft  Word, 
WordPerfect,  Rich  Text  Files  (RTF),  and  Text. 

It's  okay  to  send  text  in  the  body  of  an  e-mail,  but 
our  Eudora  Light  mail  reader  doesn't  recognize 

embedded  codes. 

Graphic  images  should  be  in  TIFF,  EPS.  or  JPG 

format. 

Unless  they're  self-extracting,  please  don’t  send 
zipped  files  without  clearing  it  with  us  beforehand. 


No  e-mail?  Send  a PC-compatible  or  MAC  floppy 
to  Dallas  Denny,  PO.  Box  33724.  Decatur.  GA 

30033-0724. 


THINGS  WE 
SHOULDN’T  HAVE 
TO  SAY 

DO  send  us  stuff. 

Deadlines  are  firm. 

Contact  us  before  submitting.  Talk 
with  us  before  writing,  if  possible. 

Let  us  know  what  you  want  to  do 
and  when  you  can  deliver  it. 
Send  us  a rough  draft  if  you 
have  one. 

Be  reliable.  Make  your  word  stick. 

Be  concise.  Don’t  ramble,  and  don’t  try  to  tackle  too 
much  in  one  article. 


We  hate  typing  in  text,  but  we  understand 
some  people  can’t  afford  or  don’t  like  computers, 
so  believe  it  or  not,  we  accept  articles  on  paper. 

Please  include  a brief  biography 
with  your  submission. 


Don’t  be  heartbroken  if  we  don’t  use  your  submission. 


A rejection  often  has  more  to  do  with  the  theme  or  the  space  available  in 
the  magazine  than  the  quality  of  the  writing. 
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A Message  from  the 


GentierPRC’s 

Implosion 


The  editorial  about  GenderPAC 
which  appears  in  this  issue  of 
Transgender  Tapestry  was  my  idea, 
and  mine  alone.  I'd  been  toying  with  the 
idea  of  writing  it  for  some  time,  but  did  not 
think  IFGE,  which  takes  a say-no-evil-about- 
others  approach  toward  other  organizations, 
would  be  happy  with  it.  I finally  decided  the 
hell  with  it,  and  went  ahead — and  now  I'm 
glad  I did. 

Days  before  I wrote  this,  in  early 
December,  the  GenderPAC  board  met  in 
Florida — and  a more  cynical,  more  dysfunc- 
tional meeting  could  hardly  be  imagined. 
The  directors  decided  to  give  founding 
board  chair  Tony  Barreto-Neto  a commemo- 
rative plaque — but  neutrally  worded,  and 
not  until  after  it  had  been  decided  he  would 
be  forced  from  the  board.  The  board  gleeful- 
ly played  “the  blame  game,”  with  IFGE, 
Tony,  and  IFGE  Board  Chair  and 
GenderPAC  board  member  Julie  Johnson 
being  held  responsible  for  the  organization’s 
financial  difficulties  and  its  poor  reputation 
in  the  transgender  community. 

Like  a pack  of  ravening  wolves,  the 
board  went  after  its  dissidents.  IFGE  repre- 
sentative Carrie  Davis,  Julie,  and  Tony 


would  have  been  canned  then  and  there, 
had  someone  not  pointed  out  the  bylaws 
would  not  allow  it. 

The  board  then  went  about  proposing 
and  in  some  cases  adopting  draconian 
requirements  for  its  board  members:  auto- 
matic termination  if  a member  misses  more 
than  one  out  of  four  board  meetings;  auto- 
matic termination  if  a member  fails  to  meet 
65%  of  hir  fundraising  target;  automatic 
termination  if  a member  fails  to  go  to  the 
May  National  Conference  on  Gender;  auto- 
matic termination  if  a member  fails  to  host 
or  attend  a fund-raising  event.  The  board 
also  passed  a requirement  that  board 
members  may  not  be  officers  or  employees 
of  any  other  national  progressive  nonprofit 
organization  without  the  approval  of  the 
Executive  Committee  (i.e,  without  a rubber 
stamp  by  Riki). 

The  board  adopted  a “vision  state- 
ment”— “GenderPAC  is  a broad-based 
national  organization,  not  based  on  any 
single  identity,  working  to  insure  every 
American’s  right  to  their  gender.  Gender  is 
how  we  look,  act  or  dress,  or  how  others 
interpret  our  sex  or  sexual  orientation" — 
specifically  designed  to  exclude  the  word 


“I'm  tired  of  the  fact  that  85%  of  the  people  calling  the  office 

are  transgender  people  seeking  help.” 

— GPAC  Managing  Director 
Gina  Reiss  at  GenderPAC 
board  meeting,  December  2000 
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transgender.  At  one  point,  GPAC 
Managing  Director  Gina  Reiss  made 
this  astonishing  statement:  “I'm 
tired  of  the  fact  that  85%  of  the 
people  calling  the  office  are  trans- 
gender people  seeking  help.” 

Amazingly,  there  was  simulta- 
neous discussion  of  how  to  wring 
more  money  out  of  the  transgender 
community. 

At  one  point,  Julie  Johnson 
expressed  her  concerns  about 
GenderPAC's  new  direction  and 
excused  herself  from  the  remainder 
of  the  session.  In  an  astonishing 
display  of  hubris,  new  board 
member  Jen  Foster  (it  was  her  first 
meeting)  said  to  Julie,  “You  are  not 
welcome  on  my  board!” 

The  purge  of  the  GenderPAC 
board  is  near  completion.  When 
Julie,  Carrie,  and  Tony  are  gone,  the 
board  will  consist  entirely  of  Riki 
sycophants,  transgendered  poseurs 
out  to  make  a name  for  themselves 
and  willing  to  sell  out  their  own 
community  to  do  so,  and  nontrans- 
gendered  newbies  who  won't  have  a 
clue.  In  this  new  Harsh  Realm,  those 
who  deviate  from  Riki's  realpolitik 
will  be  dealt  with  swiftly  and 
severely. 

GenderPAC  has  exited  stage  left 
from  the  transgender  theater — but  it 
still  wants  our  money.  What  say, 
let’s  not  give  it  to  them. 

LETTERS 

Quick  feedback  on  latest 
Tapestry  (#91): 

1)  Great  editorial.  2)  The 
Fairfaxes  sounded  very  over-reac- 
tive in  their  response  to  your  last 
editorial  on  Virginia  at  S.P.I.C.E. 
3)  Miqqi’s  column  was  excellent,  as 
usual.  4)  Jody  Norton’s  book  review 
was  a difficult  read  and  totally 


escaped  me,  but  Matzner’s  video 
review  was  interesting. 

Now  we  come  to  the  why  I 
wrote:  Callan  Williams'  piece  was 
unbelievably  GREAT.  Fabulous!  A 
literary  tour-de-force. 

Thanks  to  all. 

James 

Many  thanks  for  reviewing  my 
book  Transsexuals:  Life  From  Both 
Sides  in  Transgender  Tapestry  #91.  I 
appreciate  it  and  hope  you  will 
continue  to  promote  it.  However,  the 
two  most  unique  parts  of  the  book 
were  not  mentioned:  the  back- 
ground of  all  the  surgeons,  which 
took  me  two  years  to  complete,  and 
the  pictures  of  completed  surgery, 
which  are  not  found  in  most  books. 

Lynn  Hubschman 

I recently  went  to  one  of  the 
merchants  who  advertise  in  Tapestry, 
Sandy’s  Boutique  in  Fort 
Lauderdale,  Florida.  I am  a cross- 
dresser with  an  androgynous 
appearance.  I was  in  search  of  bras, 
even  though  I don't  have  a femme 
chest.  I just  wanted  bras  I could 
wear  every  day.  I’m  sure  many  of 
your  readers  know  the  feeling. 
Anyway,  they  treated  me  really 
nice — I mean,  really  nice!  I didn’t 
want  to  leave,  I felt  so  comfortable 
there.  My  wife  and  daughter  and 
granddaughter  were  present  and  felt 
comfortable  as  well. 

The  woman  who  served  me  was 
Sarah.  I just  can't  put  into  words 
how  good  it  felt  to  be  in  a shop  that 
made  me  feel  so  special. 

Vicky  Sawyer 

I am  so  disappointed  in  not  finding 
any  mention  of  research  projects  in 
your  magazine.  Wasn't  that  part  of 
your  regular  submissions?  I think  it 


is  truly  needed  and  thought  sure 
you  would  be  the  place  to  go! 

Stacy 

In  the  past  we’ve  run  lists  of  trans-relat- 
ed  research  projects.  However,  it’s  diffi- 
cult to  tell  those  that  are  legitimate  from 
those  that  aren’t,  those  which  might 
exploit  transpeople  from  those  that  won 't, 
and  those  which  will  eventually  be 
published  from  those  which  will  go 
nowhere — so  we’ve  discontinued  the 
practice  in  the  interest  of  our  readers — Ed. 

I am  now  looking  at  my  recently 
received  Tapestry  magazine,  issue 
#91.  Looking  back  into  the  last  two 
issues,  there  was  promotion  made 
that  the  Fall  issue  was  going  to  focus 
on  the  theory  of  autogynephilia.  I 
gathered  that  there  were  numerous 
authors  that  were  going  to  expound 
upon  this  theory.  Was  there  Issue  90 
1/2  that  I did  not  receive?  If  so, 
please  forward  it  to  me  as  soon  as 
possible  as  I was  extremely  interest- 
ed in  what  the  authorities  had  to  say. 
If  not ...  what  happened? 

Melissa  Scott 

The  IFGE  Board  made  it  clear  it  did  not 
want  an  issue  of  Tapestry  dedicated  to 
a single  subject.  Your  editor  went  back 
to  the  drawing  board  to  try  to  figure  out 
a way  to  examine  the  issue  of  autogy- 
nephilia. She  came  up  with  The 
Journal,  a magazine-within-a-maga- 
zine,  which  debuted  last  issue.  We 
zveren ’t  able  to  cram  all  the  information 
on  autogynephila  we  wanted  into  a 
single  issue,  so  the  discussion  continues 
in  these  pages. — Ed. 

I am  Jenifer  Scot,  formerly  of 
New  Jersey,  now  residing  in 
Rehoboth  Beach,  Delaware.  I am 
currently  in  my  sixth  year  of  transi- 
tion. My  brief  matter  for  attention 
deals  with  my  court  case  in 
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Cumberland  County  and  the  court 
system  in  Southern  New  Jersey. 
Unfortunately  it  has  been  a hectic 
ordeal,  of  which  one  of  the  Superior 
Court  judges  felt  the  need  to  call  in 
both  a vocational  expert  and  a 
psychological  expert. 

Realizing  it  is  hard  to  obtain 
justice  as  a transsexual,  I wish  to 
write  about  my  adventures  and 
misadventures  within  our  society.  I 
look  forward  to  speaking  with  you 
and  vour  membership,  so  as  to  gain 
additional  insights  from  others 
having  the  same  types  of  difficulties. 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your 
time  and  I look  forward  to  your 
response. 

Jenifer  Desiree  Scot 

<hbd2u@rcn.com> 

I have  a couple  of  questions  for 
you  concerning  TGT  magazine.  I 
don't  know  of  ANY  bookstores  in  my 
area  that  carry  this,  so  I figure  my 
best  bet  would  be  to  contact  you 
directly.  Well,  for  starters.  I’m  a 22 
y/o  M2F  TSgirl.  I start  hormones  in  a 
month!  Yay!  I go  to  an  art  school  in 
the  Southeast.  To  my  knowledge 
there  are  approx.  2 other  transkids 
going  to  school  here,  one  of  which  I 
know  quite  well  (yay,  Allen!).  The 
other  I kinda  know. 

Well,  I was  wondering — does 
your  magazine  serve  the  youth/ 
young  adult  group  of  young 
M2F/F2M’s?  I’ve  looked  at  some 
issues  and  found  the  mag  seems  to  be 
geared  towards  the  older  crowd.  My 
main  reason  for  questioning  was 
because  of  the  loss  of  the  Justevelyn 
TGyouth  discussion  BBS.  For  ALOT 
of  people,  it  was  like  the  ONLY 
PLACE  where  we  could  go  and  chat 
with  other  people  in  our  age  group, 
from  16-25  yr.  olds  mostly,  and  there 
were  ALOT  of  them  there. 

Now  we  have  no  place  to  go,  and 
really  nothing  to  look  at  for  informa- 


tion. There  are  other  sites,  oh,  sure, 
but  Justevelyn  was  good  because  it 
was  obscure.  You  had  to  LOOK  for  it. 
There  weren't  any  trolls,  or  hate 
mongers,  or  predators.  It  was  pretty 
cool.  But  that  aside,  do  you  have  any 
content  that  the  young,  information- 
hungry  transexual  boys  and  girls 
would  find  palatable?  The  local  print 
media  is...  how  shall  I say...  disatisfy- 
ing  in  its  selection. 

Can  you  help?  If  you  have  any 
info  or  direction  you  could  point  me 
in.  I'll  get  the  word  out.  Thanks  a lot!! 

Krista 

In  October,  at  Fantasia  Fair,  one  of 
my  dinner  companions  was  a Toronto 
transyouth  named  Steph.  Steph  men- 
tioned a problem  similar  to  yours — the 
support  groups  she  attended  were  filled 
mostly  with  middle-aged  non-transi- 
tioned  MTFs  who  she  and  her  friends  call 
“ Old  Trans-Dudes.  ” 

I’m  afraid  most  of  the  community’s 
support  groups,  including  many  trans- 
sexual-oriented groups,  are  filled  with 
Old  Trans-Dudes.  They’re  more  than 
happy  to  assist  young  transfolk,  but 
youth  often  feel  little  in  common  with 
them.  Young  folks  seem  to  be  more 
comfortable  in  youth-only  groups. 
Unfortunately,  most  cities  don’t  have 
groups  just  for  t-youth,  and  some  have  no 
GLBT  youth  groups  at  all.  I would 
suggest  you  use  your  internet  skills  to 
hook  up  with  PFLAG  (Parents,  Friends, 
and  Families  of  Lesbians  and  Gays), 
GLSEN  (Gay,  Lesbian,  & Straight 
Education  Network),  NGLTF  (National 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force),  and  other 
LGBT  organizations  to  see  what  they 
have  to  offer.  You  can  find  lists  of 
support  groups  at  these  URLs: 

<www.ifge.org> 

<www.gender.org> 

<www.  tgforum.com> 


If  you  can  stomach  hanging  out  at 
support  group  meetings,  you  may  even- 
tually meet  other  trans-youth — but 
watch  out  for  Old  Trans-Dudes  who  are 
too  friendly;  although  it’s  not  commonly 
talked  about,  some  of  them  ivould  like 
nothing  more  than  to  get  in  your  pants — 
Ed. 

Dear  friends  and  colleagues  in  the 
gender  community: 

After  nineteen  years  of  giving 
personal  development  workshops  at 
Fantasia  Fair  and  doing  presentations 
at  many  other  conferences  and 
events,  I said  goodby  to  the  Fair  this 
year — but  I think  I was  saying  a 
broader  goodby. 

I started  working  with  transgen- 
ders in  the  early  eighties  when  there 
was  still  a lot  of  paranoia,  guilt, 
shame,  secrecy  and  pain.  These  feel- 
ings haven't  disappeared,  but  there  is 
a lot  more  awareness,  pride,  knowl- 
edge, public  social  and  political  activ- 
ity and  help  now,  especially  from 
within  the  community.  Once  I wrote 
my  book.  Counseling  in  Genderland,  in 
1996,  I felt  I had  made  my  major 
contributions  to  the  field  both  as  a 
therapist/facilitator/  educator  and 
as  an  author,  and  I began  to  let  go, 
first  of  my  private  practice  and  now 
of  other  involvements. 

My  book  was  written  primarily 
to  educate  counselors  and  therapists 
who  wanted  to  help  transgenders 
and  their  partners  have  a successful 
life.  The  majority  of  books  have  been 
purchased  by  transgenders.  I would 
like  a lot  more  counselors  to  have 
access  to  this  book  before  it  gets 
remaindered.  The  information  in  it  is 
a good,  basic,  humanistic,  anecdotal 
treatment  of  the  subject  (Gianna 
Israel  favorably  reviewed  it  in 
Transgender  Tapestry  shortly  after  it 
was  published).  It  includes  a resource 
section.  It  can  be  purchased  through 
IFGE,  through  <www.amazon.com> 
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or  dirctly  from  me.  Consider  buying 
a copy  (at  half  the  cover  price  or  less, 
depending  on  how  many  copies  you 
buy)  for  a therapist  you  know  and 
giving  it  as  a post-Christmas  or  No 
Reason  present  to  support  them  in 
supporting  you.  Consider  donating 
it  to  your  library  or  local  mental 
health  association.  Consider  being  a 
distributor  for  your  club. 

This  gesture  of  yours  would  feel 
like  an  important  way  for  me  to 
experience  closure  with  what  has 
been  a most  enriching  and  meaning- 
ful part  of  my  life’s  work.  If  you 
would  like  to  contact  me,  my  e-mail 
address  is  <NielaM@aol.com>. 

Thanks,  and  blessings  to  you  all. 

Niela  Miller 

A few  weeks  ago,  I received  my 
copy  of  the  Winter  issue  of 
Transgender  Tapestry.  The  first  thing 
I saw  was  the  wonderful  picture  of 
the  front  cover.  It  was  so  attractive 
that  I immediately  started  reading 
the  issue. 

But  reading  Anne  Lawrence's 
article  about  autogynephilia  was  a 
disagreeable,  even  irritating,  experi- 
ence. 

Dr.  Lawrence  expresses  her  ideas 
in  an  absolute  and  over-generalizing 
way  that  I cannot  accept.  The  begin- 
ning of  her  paper  can  be  read  as 
saying  "Persons  who  transition  after 
their  thirtieth  anniversary  are  autog- 
ynephilic,  and  if  they  don't  admit  it, 
they  lie  to  themselves  and  to  their 
therapist."  Several  pages  later,  she 
finally  mentions  that  not  all  individ- 
uals fall  into  the  category,  but  the 
comment  is  short  and  seems  to  have 
been  written  with  reluctance. 

From  someone  who  claims  to  be 
a therapist,  I expect  more  attention 
and  respect  for  individuals  and  their 
stories,  including  those  who  do  not 
consider  themselves  autogynephilic. 
Even  a mathematician  would  have 


categorized  her  relevant  population 
more  carefully  than  did  Dr. 
Lawrence.  The  lack  of  qualifying 
introductory  comments  is  a critical 
omission. 

I'm  deeply  convinced  that  I have 
always  been  a woman  and  that  my 
transition  and  SRS  were  the  restora- 
tion of  my  true  body,  which  was 
horribly  misformed  at  the  time  of 
conception.  Dr.  Lawrence's  article 
conveys  a very  different  message — 
that  male-to-female  transsexuals  are 
not  the  true  women  they  claim  to  be, 
but  merely  persons  who  take  advan- 
tage of  elective  surgical  procedures 
to  help  them  have  a better  life. 

This  is  not  only  a violation  of  the 
most  intimate  part  of  my  conscious- 
ness; it  has  painful  and  practical 
implications.  In  my  daily  life,  I react 
firmly  to  discrimination  and  denials 
of  my  womanhood  at  the  workplace 
or  during  a job  search.  In  my  country, 
I am  on  firm  ground — but  if  I were 
not  considered  a true  woman, 
discrimination  would  be  legal  and 
acceptable.  Actually,  this  is  currently 
a question  in  British  Columbia, 
where  a court  must  decide  whether  a 
transsexual  was  denied  employment 
as  a volunteer  in  a Vancouver  rape 
crisis  center  on  the  basis  of  her  trans- 
sexualism. 

I fear  Dr.  Lawrence  will  continue 
to  damage  transsexuals  until  she 
makes  it  absolutely  clear  that  she 
understands  and  respects  us  in  all 
our  variety. 

Marie-Noelle  Baechler 

Lausanne,  Switzerland 

To  the  GenderPAC  Board  of 
Directors: 

This  note  is  to  inform  you  that  in  a 
unanimous  vote,  the  board  of  the 
International  Foundation  for  Gender 
Education  (IFGE)  has,  as  of  January 
1,  2001,  and  with  great  regret,  chosen 


to  resign  its  seat  and  step  down  from 
GenderPAC’s  Board  of  Directors. 

Since  GenderPAC's  founding  in 
the  mid  90's,  IFGE  has  played  an 
integral  role  in  its  the  growth  and 
development.  IFGE  has  welcomed 
that  role  and  the  responsibilities  that 
accompanied  it.  But,  during  the 
course  of  the  last  year,  the  situation 
regarding  GenderPAC  has  become 
hostile  and  unproductive. 

While  there  is  a strong  need  for  a 
broad  based  national  transgender 
focused  political  organization,  it  is 
the  understanding  of  IFGE  that 
GenderPAC  has  decided  to  disavow 
much  of  its  past  and  no  longer  choos- 
es to  be  an  explicit  voice  for  the 
communities  that  founded  it. 

Many  of  the  goals  of  GenderPAC 
are  valuable  and  worthy  of  support. 
It  is  IFGE's  belief  that  this  support 
does  not  need  to  come  at  the  expense 
and  erasure  of  the  identities  of 
people  of  transgender  experience 
and  their  communities.  As  such, 
IFGE  has  decided  that  its  resources 
should  be  better  spent  than  engaging 
in  an  internal  struggle  with  an  unin- 
terested organization. 

Carrie  Davis 

IFGE  Director  and  IFGE  Representative 
to  the  GenderPAC  Board  of  Directors 


MOVING? 

Make  sure  your 
Transgender  Tapestry 
reaches  you! 

Please  send  your 
new  address  to 
<subscriptions@ifge.org> 

or  notify  us  by  mail — 

IFGE,  P.O.  Box  540229 
Waltham,  MA  02454-0229 

or  send  a FAX  to:  (781)  899-5703 
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APOTAWHAT? 

Regular  readers  of  our  news 
columns  will  know  that  notorious 
sex-change  surgeon  John  Ronald 
“Tabletop"  Brown  was  finally 
bagged  because  of  a botched  amputa- 
tion of  a leg.  The  elderly  patient,  an 
apotomenophiliac,  died.  For  those 
who  mav  not  recognize  this  ten-dollar 
word,  apotomenophilia  is  a sexual 
fetish  in  which  an  individual  is 
turned  on  by  amputees  and  in 
extreme  cases  by  the  desire  to  have  a 
healthv  limb  removed.  Psychologist 
John  Money,  who  first  described  the 
svndrome,  reported  that  the  syn- 
drome was  rare,  but  common  enough 
for  there  to  be  an  apotomenophilic  lit- 
erature with  magazines  with  stories 
like  "A  Girl  With  One  Pump  and  One 
Stump.”  Brown,  who  loved  to  cut, 
cut,  cut,  was  finally  nabbed  not 
because  of  the  many  horrible  SRS 
surgeries  he  performed,  but  because 
he  removed  a healthy  leg  and  did  it  so 
badly  that  the  apotomenophilic 
patient  died  of  gangrene. 

All  of  which  is  an  intro  to  a 22 
August  article  in  The  Times,  which 
reported  about  a British  surgeon 
banned  by  a National  Health  Service 
hospital  from  amputating  any  more 
healthy  limbs.  Said  Doctor  Robert 
Smith,  “At  the  end  of  the  day  I have 
no  doubt  that  what  I was  doing  was 
the  correct  thing  for  those  patients.” 
At  the  time  of  the  article's  publica- 
tion, the  board  of  Falkirk  and  District 
Royal  Infirmary  was  deliberating  on 
whether  to  let  the  Doc  resume  the 
ops. 

If  readers  wonder  why  apo- 
tomenophilia has  found  its  way  into 
Tapestry  not  once,  but  several  times, 
it’s  because  of  the  parallels  to  various 
sex  reassignment  surgeries.  In  both 
cases,  healthy  tissue  is  operated 
upon.  Interestingly,  cases  can  be 
made  for  both  apotomenophilia  and 
transsexualism  that  they  are  a psychi- 
atric disorder  which  cause  so  much 


distress  that  it's  merciful  to  operate; 
and  alternately,  that  they're  lifestyle 
choices  which  have  nothing  to  do 
with  mental  illness.  We'll  continue  to 
watch  for  and  report  on  news  on  apo- 
tomenophilia lest  transsexuals  be  left 
without,  ahem,  a leg  to  stand  on. 

SAME  SEX 
WEDDING  BELLS 

Jessica  and  Robin  Manheart 
Wicks  were  married  in  San  Antonio 
in  September.  The  venue  was  in 
response  to  the  Christine  Littleton 
decision,  in  which  a San  Antonio  state 
court  held,  and  was  upheld  on 
appeal,  that  sex  is  determined  by 
chromosomes.  The  marriage  of  Ms. 
Littleton  was  declared  invalid,  some 
15  years  after  the  fact,  because  she 
was  transsexual.  Attorneys  Phyllis 
Frye  and  Alison  Meiselman  orches- 
trated the  Wicks’  marriage,  replete 
with  lots  of  press  coverage,  to  point 
out  to  the  Texas  courts  that  no  matter 
how  they  look  at  it,  they're  gonna 
have  a same  sex  marriage — for  if 
Jessica  Wicks,  who  presumably  has 
XY  chromosomes,  is  legally  a male, 
then  she  can  certainly  marry  Robin 
Manheart  Wicks,  who  presumably 
has  XX  chromosomes.  Curiously,  nei- 
ther the  Wickses  or  Ms.  Littleton's,  or 
the  late  Mr.  Littleton's — or  for  that 
matter  my  and  probably  your — chro- 
mosomes have  ever  been  karyotyped. 
Perhaps  Texas  needs  to  set  up  a spe- 
cial gender  police  division. 

The  Wicks’  will  be  followed  by 
other  couples,  but  were  not  the  first  to 
make  a political  statement  by  marry- 
ing in  a trans-unfriendly  community. 
The  May  2000  issue  of  Out  magazine 
reported  on  the  wedding  of  Janis 
Walworth  and  MTF  transsexual  fire 
captain  Michelle  Kammerer,  who 
flew  to  England  to  marry  under  the 
repressive  laws  there. 

Unfortunately,  Phyllis  Frye  took  a 
lot  of  heat  from  transsexuals  con- 
cerned that  her  orchestration  of  the 


Wicks'  marriage  would  jeopardize 
their  own  right  to  marry  in  the  new 
gender.  Unfortunately,  they  made  it 
personal,  referring  to  Phyllis  as  Mr. 
Frye  and  using  male  pronouns.  I sus- 
pect that  deep  inside  they  believe 
they  haven't  really  changed  sex  at  all. 

AURORA  UPDATE 

The  saga  of  Aurora  Lipscomb 

continues.  According  to  news  reports, 
the  parents  are  now  squabbling  and 
the  father  has  come  out  as  transgen- 
dered.  Things  are  not  as  black-and- 
white  as  they  first  appeared,  and  it 
seems  certain  the  Lipscombs  and  the 
Franklin  County  Children's  Sendees 
will  be  in  bed  together  (so  to  speak) 
for  a long,  long  while.  Late  breaking 
news:  The  parties  have  now  come  to 
an  agreement.  Terms  have  not  yet 
been  made  public,  but  apparently 
Aurora  will  remain  under  the  care  of 
Children's  Sendees. 

THE  SPRAYS 

According  to  a 7 September  story 
by  Brooke  A.  Masters  in  The 
Washington  Post,  a transgendered  cou- 
ple who  have  been  battling  the 
Immigration  & Naturalization 
Service  have  been  indicted  for  fraud. 
Katherine  Spray,  an  Irish-born  MTF 
transsexual,  and  Pat  Spray,  an 
American-born  FTM  transsexual  mar- 
ried in  1995,  and  Katherine  emigrated 
to  the  U.S.  The  Sprays  have  been 
indicted  on  conspiracy  to  defraud  the 
U.S.  government,  a charge  which 
could  put  them  in  prison  for  15  years. 
The  reason?  Pat  failed  to  disclose  two 
previous  marriages,  one  of  which  had 
not  been  legally  dissolved,  and  did 
not  tell  the  INS  of  using  his  former 
husbands’  last  names.  The  Sprays  say 
they’re  being  prosecuted  for  being 
transgendered,  which  is  probably 
true,  since  the  INS  rarely  goes  after 
anyone  for  misstatements  on  immi- 
gration applications. 
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It  just  goes  to  show  one  shouldn't 
try  to  put  a magazine  together  before 
the  last  minute.  Late  breaking  news: 
the  INS  has  backed  off. 

HORTON  GETS  OFF  EASY, 
BUT  JUDGE  DOESN’T 

Big  uproar  in  Boston  in 
September,  where  Judge  Maria  I. 
Lopez  imposed  a lighter  than  expect- 
ed sentence  upon  Ebony  (Charles) 
Horton,  a MTF  transgenderist  who 
admitted  to  sexually  molesting  a 12- 
year-old  boy.  The  judge  blasted  the 
prosecution  from  the  bench  and  pro- 
nounced a sentence  far  less  than  the  8 
to  10  years  of  imprisonment  request- 
ed by  the  prosecutor.  Horton  got  five 
years  probation,  the  first  year  of 
which  she  will  wear  an  electronic 
bracelet  for  monitoring  purposes. 
Reactionaries  immediately  began  hol- 
lering for  Judge  Lopez'  head. 

The  case  is  more  complex  than  it 
looks.  It  seems  the  story  the  boy  told 
may  not  have  been  true,  and  that  the 
allegations  of  kidnapping  and  abuse 
may  have  arisen  only  under  probing 
by  the  police  (i.e.,  the  boy  eventually 
told  the  police  what  they  wanted  to 
hear).  Nor  does  forensic  evidence 
support  the  boy’s  story  (he  claimed 
Horton  made  him  suck  on  a screw- 
driver, but  tests  showed  no  traces  of 
saliva  on  Horton's  tool — the  screw- 
driver, shame  on  you  for  thinking 
otherwise!).  Unfortunately  the  popu- 
lace of  Boston  doesn't  want  to  hear 
the  nuances  of  the  case  and  prefers  to 
think  of  Horton  as  a child-molesting 
monster,  which  she  might  or  might 
not  be. 

DUTCH  STUDY 
REPLICATED 

Remember  the  Dutch  study  that 
found  that  the  central  bed  nucleus  of 
the  stria  terminalis  (BSTc)  of  the 
hypothalamus  of  MTF  transsexuals 
was  smaller  than  that  of  both  females 
and  males  (sure  you  remember!). 
Many  in  the  community  have  looked 
upon  this  study  as  definitive  proof 
that  transsexuals  are  bom,  not  made, 
but  those  who  do  science  know  the 
truth  will  emerge  only  after  the  study 
has  been  systematically  replicated. 


That  said,  the  results  from  the 
first  replication  have  been  published, 
and  the  data  support  the  original 
findings  reported  by  Swaab  et  al.  The 
study,  which  appeared  in  June  in  the 
Journal  of  Clinical  Endocrinology  & 
Metabolism  looked  at  some  of  the 
same  brains,  and  some  new  brains, 
and  concluded  that  estrogen  treat- 
ment, orchiectomy,  and  tumor-related 
hormonal  changes  did  not  show  any 
clear  relationship  with  the  number  of 
neurons  in  the  BSTc,  although  MTF 
transsexualism  did.  In  other  words, 
the  study  provided  one  more  piece  of 
data  suggesting  that  transsexualism 
may,  as  Meredith  Leischer  wrote  in 
October's  Gemini  Journal,  “reflect  a 
form  of  brain  hermaphroditism  such 
that  [the  BSTc]  is  structurally  sexually 
differentiated  opposite  to  the  trans- 
sexual's genetic  and  gonadal  sex  dur- 
ing a critical  period..."  You  tell  em, 
Meredith! 

IN  OTHER  NEWS 

• The  Irish  Times  has  been  following 
the  case  of  a FTM  transsexual  who  is 
fighting  that  country's  bureaucracy 
because  he  wishes  to  wed.  Russian 
citizen  Nicholas  Krivenko's  resi- 
dence permit  has  been  held  up  for 
four  years.  Late  breaking  news: 
judges  did  not  allow  Krivenko’s  mar- 
riage. 

• Ananova  News  <www.ananova.com> 
(5  September)  reports  on  a 15-year- 
old  Japanese  boy  who  stabbed  six 
members,  three  fatally,  of  a family 
whose  house  he  had  broken  into  to 
steal  underwear.  His  motive?  He  did 
not  want  them  to  tell  others  about  his 
attraction  to  underwear. 

• In  Stroudsburg,  PA,  James  and 
Anna  Hart  were  foster  parents  raising 
three  teenage  boys — or  were  they? 
Turns  out  both  foster  parents  were 
actually  James  Hart,  who  was  having 
sexual  relations  with  the  boys — who 
also  didn't  know  Anna  was  really 
James.  Shades  of  the  Dark  Half  of 
Mrs.  Doubtfire! 

• According  to  a 22  September  Sun 
Herald  article  by  Alan  Clendenning, 
Peter  Oiler,  a trucker  and  a married 


man,  filed  a federal  lawsuit  against 
grocery  chain  Winn-Dixie  after  being 
dismissed  after  the  company  learned 
he  sometimes  dresses  as  a woman  in 
his  spare  time.  The  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union,  which  is  represent- 
ing Oiler,  said  it  was  the  first  case  of 
its  kind. 

Had  the  workplace  been  only  a 
few  miles  away  in  New  Orleans, 
Oiler  would  have  been  protected  by 
law,  but  Oiler's  work  station  was  in 
Hanrahan,  outside  the  city  limits. 

• According  to  an  11  September  arti- 
cle by  Frances  Ann  Bums  in  APB 
News,  Maryland  detectives  are  trying 
to  solve  a series  of  burglaries  by  cross- 
dressed  males  who  stole  purses  and 
wallets  from  clerks  at  small  stores.  At 
press  time,  Lamont  Edward  Fleming, 
22,  and  Lamar  Hammonds,  31,  had 
been  charged  with  thefts. 
Investigators  speculated  the  two  are 
part  of  a network;  this  because  there 
were  similar  crimes  in  Florida  earlier 
this  year. 

The  fact  that  the  two  suspects 
used  their  ill-gotten  gain  to  buy 
clothes  and  jewelry  is  a tip-off  that 
Fleming  and  Hammonds  are  trans- 
gendered  and  not  just  two  crooks 
who  crossdressed  to  commit  crimes. 
One  of  the  detectives  said,  “It's 
unclear  whether  the  crossdressing  is  a 
lifestyle  or  just  a crime  operation.” 
Duh. 

• In  a groundbreaking  decision  by  the 
9th  U.S.  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals, 
Geovanni  Hernandez-Montiel,  a 

Mexican  refugee,  has  been  granted 
political  asylum  from  persecution 
because  of  homosexuality  and  trans- 
vestism. Hernandez-Montiel  is  actu- 
ally transsexual,  and  is  now 
undergoing  sex  reassignment. 

SUE  WHAT? 

In  late  July  and  early  August,  two 
articles  from  the  UK  newspaper  The 
Daily  Mail  and  Guardian  were  circulat- 
ed widely  on  the  internet;  the  articles, 
one  without  a byline,  and  one  with  a 
byline  by  Chris  McGreal,  reported 
forced  sex  changes  in  apartheid-era 
South  Africa.  A psychiatrist,  Dr. 
Aubrey  Levin,  who  now  resides  in 
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Canada,  was  heavily  implicated  in 
the  articles,  which  were  posted  and 
re-posted  widely  on  the  internet. 

Of  interest  are  letters  sent  in 
November  by  Dr.  Levin's  Canadian 
solicitors  (here  in  the  U.S.  we  call  'em 
lawyers,  or  more  usually  damn 
lawyers),  stating  Dr.  Levin's  intention 
to  sue  for  libel  those  who  have  repost- 
ed the  material  and  demanding  a 
retraction  for: 

• Stipulating  that  Dr.  Levin  was  "keen" 
to  take  drug  users  and  homosexuals 
as  patients  so  he  could  attempt  to 
'"cure"  them  as  part  of  his  ordinary 
clinical  practice; 

• Suggesting  that  Dr.  Levin's  occasional 
practice  of  aversion  therapy  or 
narco-therapy  was  anything  other 
than  an  accepted  method  of  practice 
at  the  time  that  it  was  undertaken  and 
that  it  was  undertaken  with  anything 
other  than  appropriate  adherence  to 
professional  psychiatric  guidelines; 

• Suggesting  that  Dr.  Levin  participated 
in  (or  even  knew  about)  sex  change 
operations  of  gay  servicemen; 

• Suggesting  that  Dr.  Levin  participated 
in  "chemical  castration”  of  his 
patients; 

• Suggesting  that  Dr.  Levin  or  his 
associates  subjected  conscripts  who 
could  not  be  "cured”  of  their 
homosexuality  to  army  surgeons  who 
would  perform  sex  change  operations; 

• Suggesting  that  as  a result  of  Dr. 

Levin's  treatment  or  supervision 

captive  subjects"  received  complete 
sex  change  operations; 

• Suggesting  that  an  unnamed  female 
homosexual  was  offered  a sex  change 
operation  by  Levin  which  was  started 
and  terminated  after  partial  surgery; 

• Suggesting  that  Dr.  Levin  engaged  in 
aversion  therapy  in  a torturous  fashion 
so  as  to  cause  someone's  shoes  to  fly 
off  their  feet; 

• Suggesting  that  a dead  patient  has 
accurately  documented  abuse  at  the 
hands  of  Dr.  Levin  and  implying  that 
the  same  patient  committed  suicide 

as  a result  of  that  maltreatment; 
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• Implying  that  Dr.  Levin  forced  the 
participation  of  a patient  in  the  gang 
rape  of  Angolan  women; 

• Implying  that  Dr.  Levin  was  involved  in 
"murders  of  gay  people”  and  that  he 
"covered  up"  such  actions; 

• Stating  that  "thousands"  of  "gays 
were  subjected  to  electric  shock 
therapy,  hormone  treatment  and 
chemical  castration"  and  implying  that 
Dr.  Levin  participated  in  these 
treatments; 

• Suggesting  that  Dr.  Levin  “broke 
international  law"  through  implied 
involvement  in  the  "Aversion  Project”; 

• Suggesting  that  Dr.  Levin  fled  to 
Canada  in  an  effort  to  avoid 
post-apartheid  era  retribution; 

• Claiming  that  Dr.  Levin  strongly 
disapproved  of  homosexuals; 

• Implying  that  Dr.  Levin  fled  South 
Africa  at  the  close  of  the  apartheid  era 
in  an  effort  to  avoid  answering  for  his 
activities. 

— Bulleted  items  are  direct  quotes  from 
the  solicitor’s  letter.  They  tell  a better 
story  better  than  the  newspaper  articles 
ever  could,  eh  what? 

Our  friends  at  Press  for  Change, 
who  reposted  the  articles,  are  one  of 
the  parties  contacted  by  Levin’s  solic- 
itors, as  was  The  Daily  Mail  & 
Guardian.  Levin’s  attempts  to  shut  up 
the  press  are,  in  the  words  of  Claire 
McNab  of  Press  for  Change,  “a  bully- 
ing attempt  to  stifle  examination  of 
these  very  serious  issues.”  Thuggery, 
in  other  words.  I have  to  agree,  for  the 
articles  are  on  their  face  convincing 
examples  of  investigative  journalism. 


Short  of  journeying  to  South  Africa  to 
backtrack  on  McGreal's  reporting,  it's 
difficult  to  be  absolutely  sure  of  their 
veracity,  but  I'm  morally  certain  that 
Chris  McGreal’s  report  was  reason- 
ably accurate. 

Perhaps  the  good  doctor  is  inno- 
cent of  the  allegations,  perhaps  not. 
One  thing  is  for  sure.  Of  the  many 
ugly  things  that  went  on  in  apartheid 
South  Africa,  we  can  add  one  more. 

To  see  the  reports  on  Dr.  Levin, 
you  might  search  South  African  press 
archives  or  try  a websearch  for 
Aubrey  Levin. 

There’s  lots  more  going  on  in  the 
news,  but  we're  stopping  here  for 
lack  of  space. 

Our  thanks  to  Gender  Advocacy 
Internet  News  (GAIN),  GLB-NEWS, 
the  UKPFC-NEWS,  Dr.  Levin's  solic- 
itors, and  other  sources  for  the  above 
news  items. 


Dr.  A.S.  Nubel 

Psychotherapist 

Specialized  in  Treatment  of 
Gender  Identity  Disorders 
(TV/TS) 

Individuals 
Marriage  and  Family 
Groups 

683  Donald  Dr.  N 
Bridgewater,  NJ  08807 

908-722-9884 

tax:  908-722-0666 
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"Together  we  can  make  gender  civil  rights  a reality. 
Because  gender  rights  ARE  human  rights.” — Riki  Wilchins 
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GenderPAC 

V/e’re  Here 
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THE  GENDER  PUBLIC  ADVOCACY 
COALITION  WAS  FORMED  OUT  OF 
the  excitement  which  followed  the 
mid-1990s  discovery  by  Karen  Kerin 
and  Phyllis  Frye  that  it  was  possible 
for  transgendered  and  transsexual 
people  to  advocate  for  themselves  on 
Capitol  Hill.  At  the  1995  Be-All, 
Transsexual  Menace  co-founder  Riki 
Anne  Wilchins  gave  an  impassioned 
speech  about  the  need  for  a transgen- 
der organization  to  press  for  political 
change  at  the  national  level,  resulting 
in  the  opening  of  many  checkbooks, 
and  GenderPAC  was  born. 

In  1996,  representatives  from  the 
community's  national  educational 
nonprofits  met  at  (appropriately 
enough)  Valley  Forge,  Pennsylvania 
to  charter  the  new  organization.  The 
paperwork  was  signed  and  Wilchins 
was  named  Executive  Director  of  the 
Gender  Public  Advocacy  Coalition. 
Notably  absent  was  Phyllis  Frye, 
whose  leadership  had  been  usurped 
by  Wilchins  at  the  1995  Lobby  Day. 

From  the  beginning,  GenderPAC 
was  in  trouble.  Just  hours  after  the 
signing,  Wilchins  defied  the  board  of 
directors’  direction  to  change  the 
name  of  the  GPAC  newsletter  to  any- 
thing other  than  “In  Your  Face.”  “In 
Your  Face”  it  remained.  On  a more 
fundamental  level,  however,  there 
was  a split  in  the  GPAC  board 
between  those  who  desired  to  keep 
the  organization’s  efforts  and  mem- 
bership transgender-specific,  and 
those  who  agreed  with  Wilchins' 
desire  to  build  a broad-based  coali- 
tion to  address  the  rights  to  gender 
expression  of  everyone  in  the  culture. 


Policy  Advisor  JoAnn  Roberts  and 
President  Angela  Gardner  resigned 
over  this  issue;  other  directors, 
although  concerned  about  Wilchins' 
unwillingness  to  take  direction  from 
the  Board,  kept  silent,  content  that 
however  high-handed  Wilchins 
might  be,  she  was  moving  the  organi- 
zation merrily  along. 

In  1999,  GenderPAC  abruptly 
ceased  being  a political  action  group 
and  was  reinvented  as  a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit — a complete  reversal  of  the 
intent  of  its  founders,  which  were 
themselves  501(c)(3)  nonprofits. 
Suddenly,  the  Gender  Public  Ad- 
vocacy Coalition  was  not  a political 
organization,  but  an  educational  one. 

Wilchins  managed  this  sleight  of 
hand  by  stealthily  dissolving  the  orig- 
inal board  of  directors  and  constitut- 
ing a new  board  more  to  her  liking. 
Somehow,  without  benefit  of  a board 
meeting  (I  was  vice-president  of  the 
GenderPAC  board  and  was  never 
contacted)  she  managed  to  get  the 
representatives  from  all  the  founding 
transgender  organizations  off  the 
board,  save  two:  Carrie  Davis,  who 
represents  IFGE,  and  Tony  Barreto- 
Neto,  who  was  Board  Chair  and 
TOPS  representative — and  both 

Davis  and  Barreto-Neto  have  since 
resigned.  Wilchins'  new  board  will 
represent  a much  wider  range  of 
identities,  and  most  of  its  members 
will  be  nontransgendered. 

As  the  organization's  budget  has 
increased,  Wilchins  has  taken  increas- 
ingly extreme  steps  to  distance 
GenderPAC  from  the  transgender 
community.  A July  GenderPAC  press 


release  signed  by  Wilchins  promoted 
“the  first  national  conference  on  gen- 
der,” disavowing  the  community's 
very  existence  (see  callout).  Wilchins 
has  told  a number  of  audiences  she  no 
longer  identifies  as  transsexual  or 
transgendered,  and  reportedly  holds 
the  view  that  "GenderPAC  is  not  the 
political  arm  of  the  transgender  com- 
munity” (meaning,  of  course, 
“GenderPAC  is  not  an  arm  of  the 
transgender  community,  period.”). 

Wilchins'  most  recent  move  came 
only  days  after  NGLTF's  Creating 
Change  2000,  when  a 14  October 
press  release  let  it  be  known  that 
GenderPAC  is  moving  into  grassroots 
organizing  by  recruiting  state  and 
campus  coordinators  and  conducting 
"How  to  Be  a Gender  Activist”  train- 
ing. The  first  of  these  trainings,  the 
release  said,  was  a fait  accompli,  hav- 
ing been  held  at  Creating  Change. 
This  move  into  the  grassroots  is 
another  abrupt  departure  for 
GenderPAC,  which  was  chartered  to 
work  on  the  national  level — and  a 
betrayal,  for  it  violates  agreements 
with  grassroots  transgender  organi- 
zations like  It's  Time,  America! 

In  her  career  as  a political  activist, 
Wilchins  has  run  roughshod  over 
many  people  and  any  number  of 
organizations,  leaving — needlessly — 
a trail  of  hurt  feelings  and  bruised 
egos  in  her  wake.  She  has  betrayed 
colleagues  and  those  who  thought 
they  were  her  friends,  reneged  on 
promises,  violated  solemn  agree- 
ments, and  played  person  against 
person  and  organization  against  orga- 
nization in  reckless  pursuit  of  her 
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goals.  She  has  sucked  up  to  those  she 
finds  useful  and  blown  off  or  ignored 
everyone  else.  She  has  obscured  her 
actions  with  Orwellian  double-talk, 
half-truths,  and,  when  necessary,  out- 
right lies.  When  confronted  with  her 
misdeeds,  she  has  used  her  not 
insignificant  personal  charm  and  lin- 
guistic talents  to  defuse  potentially 
lethal  situations  and  then  continued 
blithely  on  her  way.  Time  and  again 
she  has  sprung  surprises  on  the  trans- 
gender community,  each  time  using 
the  community  and  its  dollars 
to  shape  GenderPAC  into  some- 
thing new  and  not  at  all  like  the 
organization  she  promised  to 
build.  Having  achieved  her  goal 
of  a broad-based  coalition  for 
gender  rights,  having  turned 
GenderPAC  into  an  educational 
organization,  and  having 
moved  into  grassroots  organiz- 
ing, Wilchins  is  still  morphing 
GenderPAC,  turning  it  into 
something — but  what?  She  isn't 
saying. 

Over  the  years  I've  grown 
increasingly  concerned  about 
Wilchins’  behavior.  Case  in 
point:  her  1999  and  2000  excur- 
sions to  the  Michigan  Womyn’s 
Music  Festival  were  needless 
and  embarrassing;  the  trans 
community  won  a moral  victo- 
ry after  the  original  Camp 
Trans,  when  festival  organizers 
said  any  self-identified  womyn- 
bom-womyn  would  be  allowed 
on  the  land  without  question. 
Wilchins'  recent  antics  were 
needlessly  antagonistic  and  did 
harm  to  a delicate  balance,  espe- 
cially when  one  of  her  party 
showered  on  the  land,  exposing 
his  penis.  Another  case  in  point:  after 
heartlessly  wresting  control  of  Lobby 
Day  from  its  co-founder,  Phyllis  Frye, 
she  managed — some  say  purposeful- 
ly— to  turn  that  once  well-run  and 
effective  event  into  a confusing,  disor- 
ganized turmoil  with  no  overall  strat- 
egy Moreover,  many  in  the 
community  believe  Wilchins  and  her 
cohorts,  in  concert  with  the  Human 
Rights  Campaign,  pre-lobbied  Capitol 
Hill,  urging  congressmembers  to  sup- 


port a nontransgender-inclusive  Em- 
ployment Nondiscrimination  Act 
(this  supposedly  in  return  for  HRC's 
promised  help  with  the  Hate  Crimes 
Act).  This  seems  improbable,  but  does 
serve  to  illustrate  the  amount  of  dis- 
trust Wilchins  is  generating. 
Ironically,  GenderPAC  Board  mem- 
bers who  are  employees  of  HRC  have 
grown  uncomfortable  with  Wilchins' 
abandonment  of  the  transgender 
community,  and  one  has  already 
resigned  in  protest. 


Through  all  this,  I supported 
Wilchins’  vision  of  building  a broad- 
based  coalition  for  gender  rights,  and 
I support  it  today.  What  1 don’t  sup- 
port, won’t  support,  and  can’t  sup- 
port is  a GenderPAC  that  relegates 
transgendered  and  transsexual  peo- 
ple to  “poor  relations”  status  and  hus- 
tles them  out  of  sight  before  the 
influential  new  neighbors  come  over 
for  dinner — and  that  is  what  is  hap- 
pening. Having  read  GPAC  press 


releases  that  eliminate  transgender 
language  entirely  and  having  spoken 
with  a number  of  dissatisfied  present 
and  former  GPAC  board  members 
who  shared  with  me  Wilchins'  ruth- 
less and  often  brutal  maneuvering  to 
rid  the  board  of  those  she  considers 
undesirable,  it  has  become  clear  that 
simultaneous  with  its  move  to  new 
quarters  in  Washington,  D.C.,  Wil- 
chins is  taking  GPAC  to  a new  and 
previously  unhinted-at  phase  which 
will  largely  excise  transgendered  and 
transsexual  people  from  the 
organization's  management, 
board,  and  mission. 

In  August,  Wilchins  forced 
Tony  Barreto-Neto  from  his 
position  as  co-chair.  In  recent 
weeks,  three  GenderPAC  board 
members  have  resigned — 
Meryl  Hooker,  Liz  Seaton,  and 
Donna  Cartwright  (see  Cart- 
wright’s editorial,  this  issue). 
The  past  month  has  seen  a fur- 
ther exodus  from  GenderPAC's 
board,  some  voluntarily,  and 
some  forced,  leaving  the  orga- 
nization as  Wilchins’  vehicle 
for  self-glorification  and  a plat- 
form for  her  eccentric  gender 
politics.  Short  of  the  board 
doing  its  job  and  putting  a halt 
to  her  machinations,  Wilchins 
will  continue  to  have  her  way. 

My  question,  then,  to  the 
transgender  community,  is 
this:  Why  are  we  empowering 
Wilchins  with  our  dollars? 
How  is  the  new  transgender- 
less GenderPAC  relevant  in 
any  way  to  transgendered  and 
transsexual  people?  As  GPAC's 
much  ballyhooed  employment, 
GID  reform,  and  legislative 
projects  die  from  lack  of  support, 
Wilchins  focuses  resources  on  speak- 
ing tours  and  celebrity  fund-raisers. 
Why  should  we  support  this  strange 
new  organization  which  considers  us 
an  embarrassment?  Why  respond  to 
her  impassioned  speeches?  Why  give 
her  our  money?  Why  join 
GenderPAC?  Why  should  we  support 
GPAC  with  our  donations  when  there 
are  other,  more  relevant,  and  more 
needy  organizations  which  exist  sole- 


Though  Wilchins, 
executive  director 
of  GenderPAC  since 
its  formation  in 
1995,  is  a post- 
operative male-to- 
female  transsexual, 
she  said  that  she 
does  not  identify  as 
“transgendered.” 

— Sarah  Fergusson,  “Gender  Rights” 
Activist  Addresses  ATL  Gay  Group, 
Southern  Voice,  9 November,  2000. 
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ly  to  serve  transpeople?  Why  should 
we  allow  Wilchins  to  raise  money  at 
our  conventions — money  which  will 
be  taken  from  the  transgender  com- 
munity for  use  by  Wilchins'  increas- 
ingly nontransgender  organization? 

Instead,  why  shouldn't  we  give 
our  money  to  our  own  community — 
to  state  and  local  political  groups  like 
It's  Time,  Illinois,  or  NYAGRA,  or 
FORGE,  or,  for  that  matter,  to  IFGE, 


Renaissance,  or  NTAC,  or  FTM 
International,  or  American  Boyz,  or 
our  local  support  groups,  or  to  the 
National  Gay  & Lesbian  Task  Force, 
or  PFLAG,  or  GLAAD,  which  are  in 
my  judgement  more  sympathetic 
towards  and  supportive  of  transgen- 
dered  and  transsexual  people  than 
the  new,  non-improved  GenderPAC. 

We  must  stop  GenderPAC's 
siphoning  of  the  transgender  commu- 


nity’s limited  resources  and  force  it  to 
look  to  its  new,  nontransgendered 
constituency  to  support  its  fancy  new 
offices. 

You  can  send  your  donations 
wherever  you  wish.  I'm  planning  to 
send  mine  where  they’ll  benefit  me 
and  others  like  me — in  other  words, 
to  anyone  but  GenderPAC. 


Here’s  Wilchins’  July  letter  which  “disappears”  the  entire  transgender  community — Ed. 

July  2000 
Dear  Friend, 

Pm  writing  to  ask  for  your  support  for  GenderPAC:  the  only  national  organization  working  for  your  right  to 
express  your  gender  free  from  stereotypes,  discrimination  and  violence.  {Oh?  So  what  about  IFGE,  GEA,  ITA1,  Tri- 
Ess,  Rensaissance,  FTM  International,  American  Boyz,  NTAC,  etc.?— Ed.)  To  secure  gender  civil  rights  we're  breaking 
new  ground  in  Congress,  the  national  media,  and  the  courts — so  none  of  us  have  to  feel  ashamed  or  afraid 
because  of  how  we  look,  act  or  dress. 

Our  growth  has  been  tremendous,  but  here’s  what's  been  happening  while  we’ve  been  growing: 

• [Washington,  DC]  The  week  before  our  National  Gender  Lobby  Day,  two  women  were  shot  to  death  by  a ser- 
ial killer;  police  believe  they  were  killed  because  of  their  gender. 

• [New  York  City]  As  GPAC  activists  were  discussing  hate  crimes  on  Capitol  Hill,  African-American  woman 
Amanda  Milan  had  her  throat  cut  and  died,  choking  on  her  own  blood,  because  of  her  gender.  According  to  some 
involved  several  onlookers  applauded  the  assault. 

GenderPAC  is  working  hard  to  stop  this  violence  and  create  a climate  of  tolerance  and  acceptance: 

• GenderPAC  kicked  off  our  ground-breaking  Congressional  Equal  Employment  Opportunity  (EEO)  Project  at 
our  5th  Annual  Lobby  Day  in  Washington,  DC,  May  21st,  asking  Congressmembers  to  sign  a diversity  statement 
publicly  affirming  that  their  own  office  will  not  discriminate  based  on  an  employee's  gender  orientation.  60  Con- 
gressmembers, including  5 Senators  have  already  signed  on! 

• GenderPAC  is  opening  its  new  offices  in  Washington,  DC.  We  will  be  located  in  Dupont  Circle,  not  far  from 
Capitol  Hill  which  will  really  increase  our  visibility  and  effectiveness  in  doing  national  and  Congressional  work. 

• GenderPAC  is  planning  the  first  National  Gender  Conference  for  May,  2001  to  focus  on  topics  like  gender  and 
the  law,  gender  in  media,  feminism  and  gender  rights,  and  queer  youth.  (So  what  about  10  successive  Southern 
Comforts,  15  IFGE  conferences,  the  many  Be-Alls,  California  Dreamin’,  etc.,  etc.? — Ed.) 

But  to  keep  up  this  pace  GenderPAC  needs  YOUR  help. 

<snip> 

GenderPAC  is  the  only  national  organization  doing  this  work.  (No,  Ms.  Wilchins,  GenderPAC  is  NOT  the  only 
national  organization  doing  this  work.  Yet  you  wonder  why  this  press  release  pissed  people  off! — Ed.)  And  only  with  your 
support  can  we  continue  to  make  it  possible.  {Don't  count  on  MY  support! — Ed.) 

Yours  in  Struggle, 

Riki  Wilchins 

Executive  Director 

P.S.:  Together  we  can  make  gender  civil  rights  a reality.  Because  gender  rights  ARE  human  rights.  Join  us  TODAY 
at  <www.GPAC.org>. 
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An  Interview  with  Managing  Director  Gina  Reiss 


Following  is  a GenderPAC-prepared 
interview  with  Gina  Reiss — Ed. 

GenderPAC,  the  national 
organization  “working  to  ensure 
every  American's  right  to  their 
gender  expression  free  from 
stereotypes,  discrimination,  and 
violence,”  is  on  the  move.  In  the 
last  year  they've  incorporated  as 
a tax-exempt  organization, 
moved  into  new  offices  in  Wash- 
ington DC,  hired  their  third  full- 
time staffer,  and  announced  their 
first  National  Conference  on 
Gender  for  next  May. 

We  caught  up  with  GPAC’s 
Gina  Reiss,  their  new  Managing 
Director,  who’s  responsible  for  so 
much  of  their  recent  growth  and 
changes.  [For  more  information, 
GenderPAC  can  be  reached  at 
their  new  office — (202)  462- 

6610 — or  via  their  website: 
zvzvzv.gpac.org] 

Q:  What  is  your  background  and 
how  did  you  come  to  work  for 
GenderPAC? 


A:  I started  with  NOW  and 
women's  rights  as  NOW-NJ's 
Action  Vice  President.  I moved 
on  from  that  to  lesbian  rights 
when  I was  hired  as  the  NJ 
Lesbian  & Gay  Coalition's 
Executive  Director.  I also  helped 
found  the  Federation  of 
Statewide  LGBT  Organizations 
and  served  as  its  co-chair. 

But  as  a lesbian  who’s  always 
being  challenged  because  of  how 
she  looks,  acts  and  dresses,  gen- 
der has  always  been  my  issue. 
And  none  of  these  groups  felt  like 
they  were  addressing  it  adequate- 
ly. Plus  Pve  always  been  uncom- 
fortable doing  politics  in  a way 
that  made  me  section  myself  into 
pieces:  one  part  for  womens’ 
rights,  one  for  gay  and  lesbian 
rights,  one  for  gender. 

GenderPAC’s  post-identity 
approach  suited  me  well.  And 
after  I attended  my  first  National 
Gender  Lobby  Day  in  1999  I 
knew  it  was  where  I wanted  to 
work. 


Q:  So  you’re  not  personally  trans- 
gender-identified? 

A:  No,  but  I get  that  question  a 
lot.  In  fact,  I think  it  is  the  most 
commonly  held  misconception 
out  there  that  GenderPAC  is  sole- 


ly a transgender  organization, 
and  so  the  rest  of  us  must  be  here 
just  to  "help  out.” 

In  fact,  half  GenderPAC’s 
board  and  more  than  half  of  our 
members  are  gays,  feminist,  or 
youth-identified.  And  as  a les- 
bian, I know  the  same  folks  who 
stare  or  whistle  or  harass  me  do 
so  to  a flamboyant  gay  man,  a 
young  girl  in  a short  skirt,  or  a 
crossdresser  at  a transgender  con- 
ference, and  for  about  the  same 
reasons.  Gender  is  everyone’s 
issue,  regardless  of  identity.  It's  a 
human  rights  issue. 

Q:  What  is  your  position  at 
GenderPAC? 

A:  I'm  the  Managing  Director.  In 
practice  that  means  I'm  responsi- 
ble for  just  about  everything, 
from  paying  the  bills,  organizing 
volunteers,  and  planning  our 
retreats  to  overseeing  our  pro- 
grams and  putting  together 
fundraisers. 

Q:  And  what  kind  of  work  is 
GPAC  doing  today? 

A:  Well,  since  there’s  no  other 
large  national  group  focused  on 
gender  political  work,  we  have  to 
be  a little  bit  HRC,  a little  NGLTF, 
a little  GLAAD,  and  a little 
Lambda  Legal  Defense  Fund! 
GenderPAC  does  Congressional 
advocacy,  media  and  anti- 
defamation, impact  litigation, 
and  especially  hate-crimes  and 
employment  discrimination. 

Q:  Why  the  incorporation,  and 
why  the  new  tax-exempt  status 
for  a “PAC?” 

A:  We  incorporated  because  it’s 
the  only  way  if  you’re  serious 
about  fundraising  and  donors, 
and  we  filed  for  tax-exempt  sta- 
tus with  the  IRS  for  the  same  rea- 
son. As  for  the  PAC,  we’re  a 
“PAC”  as  in  “Public  Advocacy 
Coalition,”  not  “Political  Action 
Committee.” 

Q:  What  is  new  in  GPAC’s  work 
on  Capitol  Hill  now? 

A:  Our  biggest  news  is  our  new 
Congressional  EEO  Project,  ask- 
ing Congressmembers  to  sign  a 
pledge  agreeing  that  they  don’t 
discriminate  based  on  gender  in 


their  own  office’s  hiring.  With 
help  from  about  150  gender 
activists  at  the  last  National 
Gender  Lobby  Day,  plus  the 
ACLU,  we  just  signed  our  92nd 
Congressmember — including  11 
Republicans  and  10  Senators.  I 
think  that  clearly  shows  the  idea 
of  gender  as  a civil  right  is  finally 
starting  to  have  real  traction  on 
Capitol  Hill. 

Q:  What  is  the  story  behind 
GPAC’s  recent  growth  spurt? 

A:  When  I started,  I looked  at  the 
message  and  vision  and  told 
Executive  Director  Riki  Wilchins 
s/he  had  built  a beautiful  car — 
leather  seats,  sleek  styling,  great 
paint  job.  So  s/he  asked  me  why 
people  weren't  buying  any  gas 
for  the  tank.  I replied  “There’s  no 
engine.” 

GenderPAC  was  all  programs 
and  vision,  but  almost  no  devel- 
opment, fundraising,  or  donor 
programs  to  drive  it.  So  we  spent 
the  last  year  putting  all  that  in 
place,  and  the  budget  jumped  by 
about  500%  along  with  it,  and  so 
did  our  membership.  Our  new 
goal  is  to  be  a half-million  dollar 
organization,  and  we  want  to  get 
there  in  3 years  or  less.  We  really 
need  to  be  at  least  a million  dollar 
organization  to  hope  to  fulfill  our 
vision  of  building  a broad-based 
gender  rights  movement  for  all 
Americans. 

Q:  So  what’s  next  for  Gender- 
PAC? 

A:  Without  question,  it’s  our  first 
National  Conference  on  Gender, 
next  May  18-20th.  Everywhere 
you  look,  there’s  this  huge  inter- 
est and  ferment  in  gender  politics 
among  straights,  gays,  feminists, 
students,  transpeople,  and  youth. 
But  there’s  still  no  single  place  to 
bring  them  all  together  for  politi- 
cal work. 

GenderPAC’s  first  National 
Conference  on  Gender  is  just  that: 
three  days  of  politics,  policy, 
strategy  and  workshops  devoted 
to  everything  from  hate  crimes, 
job  discrimination,  and  anti- 
defamation to  gender  law,  femi- 
nism, and  youth.  We  think  this  is 
the  next  step  in  building  a gender 
movement,  and  we’re  hoping  to 
see  all  your  readers  there. 
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OLUMNS 


Look!  I survived  to  write  anoth- 
er column.  Of  course,  that’s 
because  the  letters  from  readers 
about  my  first  column  haven't  made  it 
to  Dallas’  desk.  Wait.  I have  an  incom- 
ing E-mail.  “See  me  in  my  office — 
right  now!  Dallas.”  Ooops.  Spoke  too 
soon.  She  can  wait.  (Don’t  tell  her  I 
said  that.) 

Recently,  I moved  into  an  apart- 
ment with  Atlanta’s  first  and  only 
Transsexual  police  officer.  She’s  a nice 
woman,  but  I have  to  watch  myself 
around  her.  Just  the  other  day  she 
arrested  me  for  “disturbing  the 
peace,”  saying  I was  snoring  too  loud- 
ly. This  can't  be  true,  I tell  you.  Our 
bedrooms  are  on  opposite  ends  of  the 
apartment  from  each  other.  Besides,  if 
I snore,  wouldn’t  I be  the  first  to  hear 
it?  I wonder  if  she’s  going  to  be  upset 
if  she  finds  out  I borrowed  her  hand- 
cuffs? 

Enough  of  that.  This  is  supposed 
to  be  a news  column — of  sorts.  The 
summer  sizzle  is  over  and  Fall  is  in  the 
air.  I love  this  time  of  year.  Eye  shad- 
ows on  my  favorite  drag  queens  begin 
changing  colors.  A crisp  smell  of  Liz 
Taylor’s  “Passion”  fills  the  air — or 
“Old  Spice”  for  the  men.  Children 
head  back  to  school,  allowing  dads  all 
over  the  country  more  time  to  try  on 
those  new  dresses  they  bought.  Yes, 
Fall  is  a wonderful  time  of  the  year  to 
be  Transgendered — as  is  spring — and 
summer — and,  well,  you  get  the  pic- 
ture. 

“I'm  ready  for  my  close-up,  Ms. 
De  Mille.” 


NAVY  PLAYS 
“HEAD”  GAMES 

Unisex  heads  (restrooms)  in  the 
Navy?  Yep.  They’re  here.  The  U.S. 
Navy  announced  that  all  urinals  on 
Navy  ships  will  be  replaced  with 
“gender-neutral”  toilets  called 
“Stainless  Steel  Space  Systems,”  or 
"S4.”  Space  Systems?  Are  they  going 
to  be  like  the  vacuum  toilets  on  the 
Space  Shuttle?  At  $187,000  apiece, 
they  just  might  be,  or  maybe  made  of 
gold. 

No  longer  will  the  men  on  Navy 
ships  be  able  to  stand  to  urinate  in 
front  of  God  and  everybody.  They  will 
have  to  do  their  business  behind  the 
closed  doors  of  private  stalls. 

The  Navy  did  this  to  facilitate  the 
growing  number  of  women  stationed 
aboard  combat  ships.  These  new  toi- 
lets will  cure  most  of  the  bathroom 
problems  associated  with  men  and 
women  using  the  same  facilities  on 
board  ship,  except  one.  The  men  will 
still  forget  to  PUT  THE  DAMN  SEAT 
DOWN!  Oh,  well. 

WHO’S  POLICING 
THE  POLICE? 

Recently,  in  two  cities,  transgen- 
dered police  officers  have  been  in  the 
news  about  the  trials  and  tribulations 
of  working  for  paramilitary  organiza- 
tions. In  Cincinnati,  an  officer  known 
as  Phillip  Barnes  filed  a federal  law- 
suit claiming  they  demoted  her  for 


two  reasons:  Because  her  superiors 
were  motivated  by  prejudice  against 
male  officers  who  do  not  have  a het- 
erosexual orientation,  and  that  she  is 
transsexual.  (Please  note  that  the  arti- 
cle written  by  the  Cincinnati  Enquirer 
referred  to  Officer  Barnes  with  male 
pronouns.  I chose  not  to.)  In  addition, 
the  lawsuit  claims  that  when  trans- 
ferred to  District  1,  the  supervisors  put 
her  through  more  intense  scrutiny 
than  any  other  sergeant  had  ever  been. 
The  District  1 Commander,  Captain 
Vincent  Demasi  stated  he  demoted 
Officer  Barnes  “solely  on  performance 
and  not  on  her  sexual  orientation  or 
gender  expression.”  The  police-divi- 
sion report  painted  Officer  Barnes,  a 
19-year  veteran,  as  totally  incompe- 
tent. 

In  Atlanta,  Officer  Denise 
Peloquin,  a 12-year  veteran,  went 
through  a similar  situation.  (Yes,  she’s 
my  roommate.)  Once  the  department 
discovered  she  was  transsexual,  they 
denied  her  a chance  to  work  the 
streets  and  harassed  her  constantly. 
They  even  brought  her  up  on  OPS 
(Internal  Affairs)  charges  that  eventu- 
ally placed  her  on  a two-week  suspen- 
sion without  pay.  The  worst  part  of 
this  took  place  AFTER  the  Mayor  of 
Atlanta  had  signed  a revised  city  char- 
ter that  protected  transgendered  city 
employees  from  discrimination. 

Police  officers  and  firefighters 
having  these  problems  should  contact 
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Transgender  Officers  Protect  and 
Serve  (TOPS)  to  receive  valuable 
information  and  assistance.  Others  in 
uniform  have  gone  through  similar 
situations,  so  thev  can  provide  guid- 
ance in  areas  most  activists  cannot. 
It's  hard  to  convince  police  and  fire- 
fighting departments  that  transsexu- 
als deserve  the  right  to  live  their  lives 
as  they  see  fit,  and  that  this  does  not 
make  them  less  effective  as  employ- 
ees. If  anvthing,  they  become  more 
effective  when  allowed  to  be  who 
thev  are.  The  transgender  communi- 
ties have  to  make  an  effort  to  become 
involved  in  educating  our  law 
enforcement  organizations  whenever 
the  chance  arises.  We  also  have  to 
support  our  trans  brothers  and  sisters 
in  uniform  and  let  them  know  we  are 
here  if  they  need  us. 

Of  course,  a bunch  of  us  can  get 
together  and  purchase  tickets  to  the 
policemen’s  ball.  Let's  see  how  they 
like  it  when  they  have  to  deal  with  a 
dozen  of  us  at  one  time.  "Oh,  Chief! 
Care  to  dance?” 

HISTORY 

REPEATING  ITSELF 

Imagine  a world  where  a minori- 
ty in  society  is  not  allowed  to  partici- 
pate in  all  the  rights  the  majority  has. 
In  this  society,  several  people  enjoy  a 
quiet,  stealth  life,  minding  their  own 
business  and  not  making  waves.  In 
spite  of  this  invisible  existence,  they 
are  still  at  risk  of  having  their  serene 
life  shattered  at  any  moment  if  they 
find  themselves  in  the  wrong  place  at 
the  wrong  time.  Others  in  this  minor- 
ity are  not  satisfied  with  the  status 
quo,  and  are  willing  to  stand  up  and 
risk  life  and  limb  to  make  life  better 
for  everyone.  The  quiet  ones  become 
angry  with  the  others  who  make 
waves,  thinking  that  their  lives  are 
safer  as  long  as  the  majority  does  not 
notice  them.  Unfortunately,  the 
majority  continues  to  think  up  ways 
to  take  more  rights  away  from  the 
silent  minority.  Only  the  ones  who 
stand  up  and  say,  “Enough  is  enough” 
keep  the  majority  from  succeeding. 


Because  this  column  appears  in 
Transgender  Tapestry,  one  would  think 
I am  talking  about  the  transgender 
community  in  the  year  2000.  In  a way, 
I am.  However,  Pm  also  describing 
the  African-American  community  in 
the  1950s.  Many  individuals  back 
then  did  not  want  others  making 
waves  and  drawing  attention  to 
them.  They  felt  that  by  being  quiet, 
everything  would  be  fine.  We  all 
know  that  the  ones  in  the  African- 
American  community  who  did  make 
waves  were  the  ones  who  finally 
achieved  full  rights  for  them  through 
the  Civil  Rights  Movement. 

There  are  those  in  the  transgen- 
der community  who  also  stand  out 
front,  risking  life  and  limb  to  make 
life  better  for  all  of  us,  yet  they  are 
scorned  by  others  in  the  community 
who  are  afraid  of  possible  exposure. 
A prime  example  is  the  individuals  in 
Texas  involved  in  the  Christie 
Littleton  case  and  the  recent  same-sex 
marriages.  Along  with  the  letters  of 
support,  they  have  received  hate  mail 
from  transsexuals  afraid  that  the  door 
to  their  new  closet  will  be  forced 
open.  However,  if  they  had  all  the 
rights  that  other  Americans  enjoy, 
there  would  be  no  need  for  that  sec- 
ond closet.  Then,  if  others  around 
them  found  out  about  their  past,  there 
would  be  little  or  no  repercussions. 
Ideally. 

Sadly,  as  I put  the  final  touches  on 
this  column,  the  news  came  in  that 
the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  refused  to 
hear  the  Christie  Littleton  case.  This 
puts  those  living  a stealth  existence 
even  more  at  risk.  By  the  time  you 
read  this  column,  we  will  know  who 
the  next  President  will  be  and  if  that 
danger  will  increase. 

We  cannot  get  to  the  point  of  full 
equal  rights  without  going  through 
the  events  that  are  happening  today. 
Those  on  the  front  lines  will  stand 
and  block  the  closet  doors,  protecting 
the  ones  inside  from  exposure.  They 
are  willing  to  do  this  because  it  is  the 
right  thing  to  do,  only  asking  that  you 
trust  them  long  enough  to  get  the  job 
done  so  you  can  safely  venture  out. 


Yelling  at  them  from  the  inside  of  the 
closet  is  not  going  to  make  this 
process  any  easier. 

A SOUTHERN 
COMFORTABLE 
EXPERIENCE 

I felt  invigorated  after  attending 
my  first  Southern  Comfort,  during 
the  last  weekend  of  September.  You 
know  what  I saw  while  there? 
Leaders,  leaders  everywhere.  You 
could  not  sling  a dead  feather  boa 
without  hitting  a transgender  com- 
munity icon.  There  were  more 
acronyms  represented  there  then  you 
could  find  in  an  alphabet  soup.  With 
all  these  diverse  personalities  and 
activism  philosophies,  you  would 
think  they  could  not  find  anything  to 
agree  on.  “Wrong,  Cover  Girl  breath!” 
The  leaders  of  the  transgender  com- 
munity did  agree  upon  one  thing. 
They  agreed  to  disagree.  So,  what's 
new? 

Over  the  weekend,  different 
national  organizations  had  their  cabi- 
net meetings,  discussing  war  strate- 
gies for  the  next  year.  Southern 
Comfort  presented  a fantastic  oppor- 
tunity for  a summit  meeting  between 
all  these  leaders,  but  some  would  not 
hear  of  it.  I would  figure,  though  I 
could  be  wrong,  is  that  if  any  leader  is 
afraid  to  face  their  opposition,  then 
they  have  lost  the  most  important 
ingredient  for  being  a leader.  We  can 
only  succeed  if  we  work  together,  but 
that  won't  happen  if  some  leaders 
refuse  to  discuss  issues  with  the  other 
leaders. 

A good  example  of  how  groups 
who  work  together  can  get  the  job 
done  is  the  German  U-boat  wolf 
packs  in  WWII.  As  a team,  they  suc- 
cessfully terrorized  the  Allied  ship- 
ping lanes  for  years,  yet  they  only 
represented  a small  percentage  of  the 
German  Navy’s  personnel.  Individ- 
ually, the  survival  rate  of  each  ship 
was  very  low.  The  transgender  com- 
munity makes  up  a small  percentage 
of  the  world’s  population,  so  we  need 
to  work  together  as  a team,  even  if  it 
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is  just  a facade  we  present  to  the  rest 
of  the  world.  Perception  is  reality.  Of 
course,  I realize  I'm  pounding  a 
worn-out  drum.  I learned  a lot  at  my 
first  Southern  Comfort — including 
how  good  a dancer  a certain  well- 
known  FTM  is. 

A LICENSE  TO  SMILE 

Seems  the  transgender  communi- 
ty received  good  news  from  motor 
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vehicle  departments  of  two  states  in 
the  month  of  September.  New  Jersey 
now  allows  pre-op  transsexuals  to 
receive  the  gender  marker  of  their 
choice  on  their  driver’s  license  when 
they  present  a legal  name-change 
document  from  the  courts.  This  came 
through  the  hard-working  efforts  of 
Dr.  Aviva  Nubel,  a psychiatrist  who 
specializes  in  gender  disorders.  The 
article  in  which  this  news  appeared 
also  stated  that  she  recently  con- 
vinced the  U.S. 
Government  to  issue  tem- 
porary passports  with  the 
preferred  gender  marker  so 
one  could  easily  travel 
overseas  for  SRS.  This  is 
not  anything  new.  The  gov- 
ernment has  been  doing 
this  for  years.  However, 
this  does  not  diminish 
what  Dr.  Nubel  has  done 
for  the  transgender  com- 
munity in  New  Jersey. 
Those  of  us  who  don't  live 
in  New  Jersey  are  as  proud 
of  her  as  those  who  do. 
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A recent  scare  in  Florida  caused 
Jessica  Archer  of  the  Florida 
Organization  for  Gender  Equality 
(FORGE,)  to  forge  ahead  with  a quick 
investigation  of  the  facts.  A rumor 
had  spread  that  Florida's  Department 
of  Driver’s  Licenses  would  no  longer 
allow  pre-op  transsexuals  the  chance 
to  receive  the  preferred  gender  desig- 
nation on  their  driver's  license.  On 
top  of  that,  the  rumor  went,  any  pre- 
op who  had  not  had  SRS  and  had  the 
sex  designation  of  their  new  gender 
role  would  have  to  give  it  up.  Archer 
discovered  that  the  rumor  had  no 
basis  in  fact.  She  suggested  that  the 
Florida  transgender  community  dis- 
regard any  driver's  license  procedur- 
al changes  unless  FORGE  indicates 
otherwise.  Of  course,  this  does  not 
mean  that  people  in  Florida  can  now 
mark  the  sex  box  with  the  word  "fre- 
quently.” Mine  would  say,  "Not  often 
enough.” 
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The  Journal  debuted  in  the  last  issue  of 
Transgender  Tapestnj. 

We  led  off  with  Dr.  Anne  Lawrence's  explanation 
and  defense  of  autogynephilia — the  controversial 
premise  that  for  MTF  transgendered  people  who 
are  sexually  attracted  to  females  there  is  univer- 
sally, or  almost  universally,  a sexual  objectifica- 
tion of  the  self  as  a woman. 

In  this  issue  of  The  Journal,  we  are  featuring 
responses  to  Dr.  Lawrence’s  presentation.  Next 
issue  will  feature  a recap  and  we  will  introduce  a 
new  topic — the  politics  of  passing 

—Ed. 


Dr.  Anne  Lawrence 


Dr.  Ray  Blanchard 


Your  editor  solicited  this  piece  from  transgender  activist  Jamison  Green,  asking 
him  for  his  thoughts  about  autogynephilia,  and  specifically  whether  he  thought 
it  had  an  equivalent  within  the  FTM  community. 

AUTOANDROPHILIA? 

by  Jamison  Green 

Dr.  Anne  Lawrence  has  done  a brave  thing  by  raising  the 
issue  of  sexual  desire  as  a component  of  gender  identity.  I 
do  think  it’s  something  that  ought  to  be  discussed.  The  ensuing 
debate,  I think,  illuminates  one  of  the  problems  inherent  in  dis- 
cussing such  hot-button  issues:  semantics.  How  we  define  gen- 
der and  sex  and  transgender  and  desire  can  vary  from  person  to 
person,  making  it  difficult  to  achieve  progress.  We  all  want  to 
put  in  our  two-cents-worth.  Someone  says  how  she  feels,  and 
we  respond  with,  “That’s  not  how  I feel!”  And  round  and  round 
we  go.  For  example,  I got  “plugged  in”  when  I read  her  sentence 
that  included  a reference  to  the  phrase  gender  reassignment 
surgery  as  the  current  politically  correct  idiom.  I disagree.  I think 
gender  reassignment  is  not  politically  correct,  but  comes  from 
the  same  confusion  of  sex  and  gender  many  transpeople  are  try- 
ing to  correct  by  instituting  new  terminology.  How  many  times 
do  I have  to  say  that  my  gender  never  changed?  Hormones  and 
surgery  changed  my  body,  and  my  sex  was  reassigned.  My  per- 
sonal dysphoria  was  about  my  sex,  not  my  gender.  1 was  never 
confused  or  unhappy  about  my  gender,  nor  did  I ever  have  to 
change  my  social  gender  role.  Perhaps  some  MTF  people  who 
had  successful  male  lives  before  announcing  their  intention  to 
transition  had  to  learn  new  gender  roles,  but  not  all  transsexual 
people  have  the  same  experience.  I think  people  who  use  gen- 
der as  a euphemism  for  sex  (which  is,  I believe,  the  source  of  the 
phrase  gender  reassignment)  are  not  helping  matters. 


Do  I think  autoandrophilia  is  a factor  in  the  etiology  of  FTM 
transsexualism?  Maybe — for  some  transmen.  I know  many 
transmen  see  themselves  as  men  before  their  transitions  when 
they  make  love  to  women.  But  does  that  vision  of  themselves 
always  constitute  an  erotic  drive?  I don’t  think  so.  For  most 
transmen  I’ve  spoken  with,  the  most  important  motivator  was  a 
drive  for  external  confirmation  of  their  known,  internal  self.  I do 
know  many  transmen  experience  erotic  stimulation  by  observ- 
ing their  own  bodies  in  transition.  But  I think  this  is  to  a large 
degree  a testosterone-induced  response.  I know  plenty  of  guys, 
including  myself,  who  sometimes  get  horny  when  they  work 
out  at  the  gym.  I don’t  think  this  phenomenon  is  confined  to 
transmen.  Somehow  I think  there  are  nontrans  men  who  also 
get  turned  on  by  appreciating  their  own  masculine  bodies.  I 
think  the  conflation  of  erotic  desire  and  self-esteem  and  physi- 
cal pleasure  is  highly  complex,  and  we  have  only  grazed  the 
surface  of  that  complexity. 

Remember  Natalie  Wood  singing  “I  Feel  Pretty”  in  West 
Side  Story ? Nontrans  women  appreciate  themselves,  too,  and 
can  spend  plenty  of  time  in  front  of  the  mirror  doing  so,  and 
who’s  to  say  some  of  them  don’t  get  turned  on  by  the  idea  of 
their  own  bodies?  I would  venture  to  say  that  no  one’s  ever 
studied  this  in  nontrans  women.  I would  also  postulate  that  this 
desire  could  be  seen  as  healthy.  As  in  most  psychological  “dis- 
orders,” the  dysfunction  is  a manifestation  of  excessive  behav- 
ior, and  people  who  engage  in  levels  of  the  same  behavior  that 
do  not  impact  their  social  relationships  are  not  evaluated  as  dys- 
functional. Changing  one’s  sex  is  viewed  as  disruptive  of  the 
established  order,  so  it  necessarily  becomes  a manifestation  of 
dysfunction.  At  least  it  has  when  viewed  by  clinicians  like 
Blanchard.  Who  can  blame  them?  It’s  their  job. 

Those  of  us  who  have  worked  hard  to  remove  the  stigma 
from  gender  difference  and  from  transsexualism  must  not  deny 
either  the  power  of  erotic  desire  or  the  fear  of  it  that  craves  its 
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obliteration.  We  must  ac- 
knowledge all  components 
of  human  behavior  and 
work  toward  the  full  accep- 
tance of  humanity  in  all  its 
complexity.  If  we  isolate 
autogynephilia  or  autoan- 
drophilia  as  occurring  only 
in  the  trans  world,  we  revic- 
timize ourselves,  perpetuat- 
ing the  invalidation  most  of 
us  experienced  for  much  of 
our  lives.  If  we’re  going  to 
talk  about  the  combustible 
mixture  of  gender  and 
desire,  we  have  to  recognize 
that  it  is  not  the  exclusive 
province  of  transsexuals. 
This  will  help  put  it  in  per- 
spective, and  help  to  reduce 
the  pathologizing  we  so  log- 
ically dread. 


M 


Jamison  Green  is  a writer,  public 
speaker,  and  internationally  res- 
pected advocate  for  the  civil  rights 
of  all  trans  people.  He  serves  on  the 
board  of  IFGE  and  Gender 
Education  and  Advocacy  <GEA), 
and  is  the  past  president  of  FTM 
International.  He  lives  in  the  San 
Francisco  Bay  Area,  where  he  was 
born  in  1948.  Please  visit  his  web- 
site at  <www.jamisongreen.com>. 


MTF  SEEKS 
MTF,  WHY? 


by  Simon  LeVay,  Ph.D. 


An  “autogynephile?” 
What  in  heaven’s  name  is 
that?  Another  Greek-sound- 
ing medical  diagnosis  de- 
signed to  oppress  a sexual 
minority? 

▼ Well,  sort  of.  The  term 
was  coined  in  1989  by  sexol- 
ogist Ray  Blanchard  of  the 
Clarke  Institute  of  Psychi- 
atry in  Toronto.  It  describes  a 
subgroup  of  male-to-female 
transsexuals  who,  he  be- 
lieves, have  been  thoroughly 
misunderstood.  And  some 
of  these  very  transsexuals 
are  standing  up  to  say  they 
agree  with  him.  The  “classic” 
transsexual  is  a person  who, 
from  early  childhood,  has 
the  sense  of  belonging  to  the 
other  sex  from  that  which  his 
or  her  anatomy  indicates.  In 
childhood,  such  a boy  or  girl 
may  show  many  behavioral 
traits  of  the  other  sex  and 
may  express  a wish  to 
become  the  other  sex.  When 
sexually  mature,  he  or  she  is 
sexually  attracted  to  people 
of  his  or  her  own  sex,  but 
does  not  identify  as  gay  or 
lesbian.  Rather,  he  or  she 


identifies  as  a heterosexual 
person  of  the  other  sex. 
Often,  a classic  transsexual 
seeks  sex-reassignment 
surgery  to  bring  the  body 
into  harmony  with  the  mind, 
and  to  achieve  sexual  rela- 
tionships with  heterosexual 
partners.This  kind  of  trans- 
sexuality has  a lot  in  com- 
mon with  homosexuality.  In 
my  view,  it  probably  repre- 
sents an  extreme  case  of  the 
same  kind  of  sex-atypical 
brain  development  that,  in  a 
less  marked  form,  produces 
gay  people.  But  increasing 
numbers  of  people,  mostly 
men,  who  request  gender- 
reassignment  surgery  don’t 
fit  this  picture.  Many  of 
these  men  do  not  have  a his- 
tory of  marked  gender-non- 
conformity  in  childhood, 
and  say  they  are  sexually 
attracted  to  women.  In  other 
words,  men  in  this  group  are 
heterosexual,  but  become 
homosexual  after  surgery. 

Blanchard  believes  that 
what  motivates  such  men  is 
a sexual  attraction  to  the 
idea  of  themselves  as  wo- 
men, and  he  translates  this 
concept  into  Greek  as  “auto- 
gynephilia.” He  thinks  auto- 
gynephilia is  essentially  an 
extreme  form  of  heterosexu- 
al cross-dressing:  that  is, 
instead  of  being  sexually 
aroused  simply  by  the 
thought  of  wearing  a wo- 
man’s clothes,  an  autogy- 
nephile is  aroused  by  the 
thought  of  wearing  a wo- 
man’s body.  It  is,  Blanchard 
thinks,  a kind  of  fetishism — 
a projection  of  the  libido 
onto  an  atypical  object  or 
idea. 

One  person  who  thinks 
Blanchard  is  at  least  partly 
right  is  physician  and  sexol- 
ogist Anne  Lawrence. 
Herself  a male-to-female 
transsexual,  Lawrence  par- 
ticipates in  an  annual  retreat 
for  “new  women”  (postoper- 
ative male-to-female  trans- 
sexuals) [The  New  Woman 
Conference — Ed],  In  a 1997 
presentation  at  the  Inter- 
national Congress  on  Sex 
and  Gender,  she  described 
the  results  of  a survey  of  13 
women  at  the  retreat.  Ten  of 
the  women  identified  as  les- 
bian or  bisexual,  and  the 
same  number  said  that  the 
idea  of  themselves  as  wo- 
men was  sexually  arousing 
to  them.  Over  half  of  the 
women  said  that  the  idea  of 
themselves  as  women  had 


been  their  primary  erotic 
fantasy  prior  to  their  sex 
change,  in  line  with  Blan- 
chard’s hypothesis.  Many  of 
the  women  were  specifically 
attracted  to  other  male-to- 
female  transsexuals,  and  had 
been  in  sexual  relationships 
with  them.  “Is  it,”  asked 
Lawrence  at  the  congress, 
“because  they  are  our  own 
fantasies  made  flesh?” 

Why  has  autogynephil- 
ia  remained  hidden  until 
recently?  Probably  because 
male-to-female  transsexuals 
have  feared  they  won't  be 
accepted  as  “real”  women,  or 
even  as  “real”  transsexuals, 
if  they  acknowledge  having 
such  fantasies.  Indeed,  as 
Lawrence  pointed  out,  sur- 
geons might  well  not  want 
to  perform  surgery  to  help 
someone  act  out  their 
fetishistic  fantasies.  Yet  the 
crucial  question  is  not  what 
brings  a person  to  a surgeon, 
but  what  the  long-term  out- 
come of  surgery  is  for  a per- 
son’s sexual  and  mental 
health.  The  answer  to  this 
question  is  not  yet  in,  but 
identifying  autogynephiles 
as  a distinct  group  of  people 
is  a necessary  prelude  to 
finding  it. 

There’s  been  plenty  of 
debate,  over  the  years,  about 
the  “naming”  of  sexual 
minorities  by  doctors  and 
other  professionals.  Has  the 
invention  of  clinical-sound- 
ing terms  like  “homosexual,” 
“transvestite,”  and  “trans- 
sexual” helped  or  harmed 
the  people  the  terms  were 
intended  to  describe?  In  my 
view,  the  net  effect  has  been 
beneficial:  terminology  and 
medical  discourse  helped 
identify  groups  who  had 
been  profoundly  harmed  by 
their  non-recognition  in  soci- 
ety. 

Still,  to  reap  the  benefits 
of  such  identification  has 
required  the  active  participa- 
tion of  the  “named”  groups 
themselves.  They,  after  all, 
are  in  the  best  position  to 
assert  that  they  are  not  sick 
and  have  a right  to  social 
respect.  Typically,  as  part  of 
this  process  of  reaction,  the 
named  groups  have  insisted 
on  non-medical  designators 
such  as  “gay,”  “crossdresser,” 
and  “trans  person.”  The  day 
someone  insists  on  a friend- 
lier-sounding term  than 
“autogynephile”  will  be  the 
day  another  sexual  minority 
claims  a place  at  the  table. 


AUTOGYNEPHILIA: 
NEW  MEDICAL 
THINKING  OR  OLD 
STEREOTYPE? 

by  Katherine  K.  Wilson 

Gender  Identity  Center  of 
Colorado,  Inc. 

Autogynephilia,  which 
means  “the  love  of  one’s  self 
as  a woman,”  was  proposed 
by  Ray  Blanchard,  Ph.D.  of 
Toronto’s  Clarke  Institute  in 
1989  to  explain  the  cause  of 
transsexualism  among  male- 
to-female  transsexuals  who 
are  not  sexually  attracted  to 
men.  It  has  been  recently 
endorsed  by  some  members 
of  the  transgender  commu- 
nity, including  Seattle  anes- 
thesiologist Anne  Lawrence, 
M.D.,  and  has  become  an 
issue  of  impassioned  contro- 
versy. 

Autogynephilia,  on  the 
merits  of  reason  and  evi- 
dence, seems  to  fall  short  of 
scientific  credibility.  In  a 
social  and  historical  context, 
autogynephilia  joins  a long 
litany  of  medical  myths  and 
stereotypes  that  reduce  our 
rich  capacity  for  gender 
diversity  to  mere  sexual  per- 
version. 

In  his  1989  paper,  "The 
Classification  and  Labeling 
of  Nonhomosexual  Gender 
Dysphorias,”  Dr.  Blanchard 
stated,  “All  gender  dys- 
phoric males  who  are  not 
sexually  oriented  toward 
men  are  instead  sexually  ori- 
ented toward  the  thought  or 
image  of  themselves  as 
women.” 

This  presents  an  aston- 
ishing presumption  that 
“all”  MTFs  who  are  not 
attracted  to  men  are  inca- 
pable of  healthy  sexual  rela- 
tionships with  women.  It 
implies  that  gender  dyspho- 
ria is  fundamentally  differ- 
ent for  those  of  us  attracted 
to  women  than  it  is  for  those 
of  us  attracted  to  men.  In 
reality,  there  are  a great 
many  caring,  sexually  func- 
tional relationships  between 
MTFs  and  female  partners. 
Not  all  transgender  people 
suffer  gender  dysphoria,  but 
those  of  us  who  do  represent 
the  entire  spectrum  of  sexual 
orientations. 

Blanchard’s  research 
methodology  was  curiously 
limited  to  his  clinical  popu- 
lation at  the  Clarke  Institute 
and  failed  to  include  a broad 


cross-section  of  functional, 
well-adjusted  transgender 
people  in  the  real  world.  It  is 
reminiscent  of  studies  before 
the  1970s  that  portrayed  all 
gays  and  lesbians  as  mental- 
ly ill  based  on  subjects  only 
from  hospitals  and  prisons. 

Blanchard  went  on  to 
postulate  not  only  that  all 
"nonhomosexuaT'  MTFs  are 
fetishists,  but  that  their 
gender  dysphoria  is  caused 
bv  sexual  fetishism.  This 
represents  a tremendous 
leap  of  logic  on  several 
counts:  (1)  most  gender  dys- 
phoric people  feel  more 
relaxed  and  at  ease  in  their 
preferred  gender  role 
whether  sexually  aroused  or 
not;  (2)  many  gender  dys- 
phoric people  pursue  hor- 
mones which  suppress  their 
sex  drive  and  function;  and 
(3)  the  most  intensely  dys- 
phoric pursue  SRS  with  a 
risk  (though  small)  of  total 
loss  of  orgasmic  function. 
Sexual  fetishism  usually 
requires  an  escalating  cycle 
of  positive  reinforcement 
through  sexual  gratification. 
Gender  dysphoria  fails  to 
follow  this  course,  regard- 
less of  sexual  orientation. 

In  the  physical  sciences, 
we  use  the  principle  of 
Occam's  Razor  to  separate 
credible  theories  from  bad 
science.  It  states  that,  all 
other  considerations  being 
equal,  simpler  theories  are 
much  more  likely  to  be  true 
than  complex  ones.  Is  “non- 
homosexual” (Blanchard’s 
usage)  MTF  gender  dyspho- 
ria caused  by  sexual 
fetishism?  We  would  have  to 
believe  it  possible  for  auto- 
erotic conditioning  (mastur- 
bation during  crossdressing) 
to  compel  behaviors  which 
reduce  or  extinguish  the  sex- 
ual reinforcement  (sex  reas- 
signment hormones)  that  is 
needed  to  sustain  the  auto- 
erotic conditioning.  More- 
over, we  would  have  to 
believe  that  the  same  effect, 
gender  dysphoria,  comes 
from  not  one  but  two  unre- 
lated causes,  depending 
upon  the  sexual  orientation 
of  the  person.  A plausible 
alternative  to  tangled  con- 
flicting theories  is  perhaps 
an  honest  admission  that  the 
development  of  gender  iden- 
tity is  not  yet  understood. 

Kathy  Wilson  is  a uniter  on  issues 
of  transgender  medical  policy, 
Director  of  Outreach  for  the  Gender 


Identity  Center  of  Colorado,  Inc., 
and  Adjunct  Professor  of 
Interdisciplinary  Studies  at  the 
Union  Institute  in  Cincinnati, 
Ohio.  She  has  recently  presented 
papers  on  the  psychiatric  classifica- 
tion of  gender  diversity  at  the  annu- 
al conventions  of  the  American 
Psychiatric  Association,  the 
American  Counseling  Association 
and  the  Association  of  Women  in 
Psychology.  Her  articles  have 
appeared  in  the  British  medical 
journal  Psychiatry  On-Line  and 
in  the  recent  text,  Taking  Sides: 
Clashing  Views  on  Contro- 
versial Issues  in  Sex  and  Gender, 
edited  by  Elizabeth  Paul. 

AUTOGYNEPHILIA: 
ALL  DRESSED  UP 
AND  NO  ONE  TO  BE 
A CRITIQUE 

by  Lori  Buckwalter 

A growing  storm  of  con- 
troversy has  gathered  over 
the  past  several  years  con- 
cerning the  restatement  of  a 
theory  of  transsexuality  orig- 
inally formulated  by  Dr.  Ray 
Blanchard.  Dr.  Anne  Law- 
rence has  made  much  of 
autogynephilia  as  being  a 
liberating  explanation  for 
many  transsexual  women, 
has  published  affirming  tes- 
timonies, and  attained  con- 
siderable notoriety  in  the 
process.  Regrettably,  this 
theory  is  likely  to  do  far 
more  damage  than  good  to 
transpeople,  notwithstand- 
ing its  authors’  intentions. 

I am  profoundly  dis- 
turbed by  the  possible  conse- 
quences of  this  theory, 
especially  since  Dr.  Law- 
rence is  so  highly  regarded 
professionally.  Her  advocacy 
for  autogynephilia  might  be 
construed  as  definitive, 
when  in  fact  it  is  not.  In  par- 
ticular, efforts  to  pose  trans- 
sexual and  transgender 
human  rights  within  an 
understandable  cultural  con- 
text are  put  at  grave  risk  by 
this  construct.  In  addition,  it 
implies  obstacles  to  the  right 
of  self-determination  that 
transpeople  so  desperately 
seek. 

Had  Dr.  Lawrence  con- 
tended that  Blanchard’s 
work  held  some  value  in 
describing  the  experience  of 
a limited  number  of  trans- 
sexual women,  this  might  be 
understandable.  But  it  is 
much  more — it  is  an  attempt 


to  establish  a comprehensive 
classification  system  of 
transsexual  identities  based 
on  external  criteria.  In  doing 
so,  it  violates  the  individual 
life  stories  of  many  transpeo- 
ple and  incites  the  exclusion 
of  transsexual  women  from 
their  rightful  place  in  this 
culture. 

A few  specific  objections 
which  I have  to  the  theory  of 
autogynephilia,  as  broadly 
applied  by  Blanchard  and 
Lawrence: 

1)  The  acceptance  of  the 
terminology  of  “men  trapped 
in  men’s  bodies”  (and  the 
primacy  of  physiological 
sexual  identity)  for  transsex- 
ual women  is  intrinsically 
demeaning  and  transphobic. 
It  alienates  the  right  of  self- 
description and  self-deter- 
mination from  the  individual, 
and  returns  it,  at  best,  to  the 
"qualified”  theorist  or  clini- 
cian, and  at  worst  to  other, 
more  hostile,  powers.  Male- 
to-female  transsexuals  are 
women  under  this  paradigm 
only  by  the  consent  and 
physical  intervention  of  doc- 
tors. I reject  this  notion 
entirely,  as  would  many  who 
currently  have  little  hope  of 
the  medical  treatment  upon 
which  it  depends. 

2)  Transsexual  women 
who  are  attracted  to  males 
are  thus  really  homosexual. 
Lawrence  states,  “homosex- 
ual transsexuals  ...  can  best 
be  thought  of  as  very  effemi- 
nate gay  men...”  (whose  dis- 
tinction from  other  gay  men 
is  mostly  that  they  believe 
they  can  pass).  Their  trans- 
sexuality is  presumably 
determined  by  a sexual  cal- 
culus of  their  possibly 
attracting  potential  partners. 
We  are  left  to  ponder  what 
difference  these  transsexuals 
have  from  other  gay  men, 
other  than  the  ability  to 
deceive  others  about  their 
real  homosexuality.  Here  we 
are  drawn  back  into  the 
morass  of  transsexual  identi- 
ty as  a variety  of  homosexu- 
ality, wherein  there  is  no 
such  thing  as  a self-identi- 
fied heterosexual  transwom- 
an, just  “sissy  boys”  in 
surgically-facilitated  denial. 

3)  The  other  preponder- 
ant class  of  transsexual 
women  are  “those  transsexu- 
al women  whom  one  would 
expect  to  be  autogynephilic — 
late  onset,  sexually  attracted 
to  women,  etc.” — in  other 
words,  the  autogynephiles. 


The  words  primary  and  sec- 
ondary don't  appear  here, 
but  they  are  implicit,  and  the 
criteria  are  “expected”  char- 
acteristics as  opposed  to  self- 
definitions. Implicit  in  the 
definition  of  either  class, 
however,  is  that  these  indi- 
viduals are  fundamentally 
men — either  gay  men  or 
paraphilic  men  in  erotic  adu- 
lation of  the  possibility  of 
surgical  modifications  to 
their  bodies. 

The  resulting  transsex- 
ual class  structure  posited 
by  Blanchard  and  affirmed 
by  Lawrence  reiterates  diag- 
nostic stereotypes  against 
which  transwomen  have 
struggled  for  so  long.  Their 
right  to  claim  their  identi- 
ties as  women  was  denied 
unless  they  were  appropri- 
ately androphilic,  appro- 
priately smaller,  lighter 
and  more  feminine,  (suffi- 
ciently passable,  in  other 
words).  Once  more,  this 
theory  plunges  us  back  into 
a medical-cosmetic  defini- 
tion of  identity  from  which 
we  had  emerged,  and  it 
rekindles  the  competition 
for  medical  legitimacy  and 
primacy  amongst  trans- 
women. 

4)  Blanchard  and  Law- 
rence have  created  a con- 
struct of  trans  identity  that  is 
primarily  erotically  objecti- 
fying, and  this  formulation 
demeans  the  struggle  of 
transsexual  women  to  be 
agents  of  their  own  integrity. 
That  humans  are  capable  of 
erotic  motivation  is  hardly  a 
revelation.  In  this,  we  are  all 
alike,  male  and  female,  trans 
and  non — yet  we  are  told 
that  alienation  from  physical 
congruence  with  core  sexual 
identity  is  the  central  defin- 
ing factor  to  trans  existence. 
Instead  of  our  perception  of 
forced  masculinity  at  the 
hands  of  implacable  fate, 
autogynephiles  should  pre- 
sumable be  erotically  grati- 
fied by  forced  feminization. 
In  either  case,  they  are  not 
agents  of  their  own  morali- 
ty and  identity,  but  objects. 
This  offers  little  hope  for 
transwomen  who  seek 
integrity,  dignity  and  reso- 
lution of  their  lives’ 
incongruities  by  becom- 
ing responsible  for  their 
own  journey  to  wholeness. 

5)  Autogynephilia  does 
not  support  the  courageous 
claim  of  true  selfhood  I see 
many  transwomen  striving 
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for.  It  is  capitulation  to  a fan- 
tasy existence,  wherein  we 
might  be  somehow  con- 
vinced that  troubling  re- 
minders of  our  physiology 
are  always  amenable  to  more 
money,  more  surgery,  as  if 
they  were  just  gaps  in  the 
complete  fetish  wardrobe  we 
imagine.  In  fact,  many  trans- 
women must  live  with  the 
knowledge  their  bodies  will 
never  be  as  they  really  want- 
ed, that  is,  those  of  genetic 
females.  They  do  the  best 
they  can  within  the  hostile 
prospects  of  personal  and 
economic  hardship  to  live  in 
hope  of  claiming  integrity, 
not  just  escape  into  fantasy. 

6)  Autogynephilia  does 
not  account  for,  and  thus 
separates  transwomen  from, 
the  identity  struggles  of 
transsexual  men.  It  is  as  if  we 
are  living  in  a different 
world  altogether.  We  must 
question  if  this  does  not 
imply  the  primacy  of  cultur- 
al conditioning.  In  fact.  Dr. 
Lawrence  refers  to  the  male 
privilege  which  autogy- 
nephiles  regretfully  give  up 
to  pursue  their  fantasies  of 
erotic  self-gratification  and 
self-objectification.  Alas,  this 
must  be  a very  confirming 
theory  for  feminist  sepa- 
ratists, who  see  the  presence 
of  “male”  transsexuals  in 
their  midst  as  intrusion  into 
women’s  space. 

7)  Aspirations  of  trans- 
sexual women  to  claim  a 
rightful  space  within  the 
women’s  community  are 
severely  damaged  by  this 
theory.  So  are  the  prospects 
of  changing  legal  documen- 
tation and  acquiring  rights 
in  the  workplace  that  would 
accrue  to  the  core  character- 
istic of  gender  identity.  What 
MTF  transpeople  would  be 
left  with  would  be  rights  as 
homosexuals  or  as  surgically 
altered  men.  We  can  only 
imagine  what  uses  those 
who  would  deny  our  strug- 
gles to  human  rights  based 
on  gender  identity  would 
put  the  phrase  "men  trapped 
in  men’s  bodies.”  It  would 
most  likely  be  a disaster  to 
have  this  theory  widely  pro- 
mulgated. And  how  can 
transwomen  ever  hope  to 
legally  pose  the  medical 
necessity  for  their  medical 
care  when  it  is  seen  as  mere- 
ly the  pursuit  of  sexual  fan- 
tasy? 


In  Conclusion 

Irrespective  of  the  med- 
ical credentials  which  Blan- 
chard and  Lawrence  bring  to 
their  advocacy  for  autogy- 
nephilia, it  is  a flawed  and 
tragic  conception  from  many 
standpoints.  It  does  not  pro- 
vide a comprehensive  frame- 
work for  understanding 
transsexual  women’s  experi- 
ence. 

It’s  true  transsexuals  are 
often  really  at  odds  with 
their  anatomy  and  not  just 
their  gender.  It’s  true  they 
are  erotic  creatures,  just  like 
the  vast  majority  of  humans. 
It’s  true  they  have  struggled 
for  many  years  with  the 
internalized  hatred  and 
despair  of  their  own  identi- 
ties. It’s  true  some  may  be 
gratified  with  the  greater 
similarity  their  bodies  have 
after  transition  with  the 
female  persona  within  them. 

But  transwomen  are 
human.  They  have  varied 
lives,  they  seek  love,  they 
wish  to  have  peace  and  dig- 
nity and  community  with 
those  they  see  as  like  their 
inner  selves.  They  have  the 
right  to  name  themselves 
women  without  the  approv- 
al of  psychotherapists  or 
doctors,  without  the  stigma 
of  pathology.  They  are  sexu- 
al, but  not  only  sexual,  they 
are  emotional,  and  spiritual, 
and  intellectual.  They  are  a 
unique  individual  balance  of 
all  these  things.  They  are 
uniquely  gendered,  different 
but  not  better  than  transgen- 
dered,  gender-variant,  gay, 
lesbian,  or  straight  people. 
They  may  be  many  other 
things,  but  like  other 
humans,  they  strive,  imper- 
fectly, to  be  themselves.  They 
may  not  want  to  be  transsex- 
ual, but  they  want  to  be 
whole,  and  safe,  and  a part 
of  this  society  on  their  own 
terms.  These  are  the  terms  of 
living,  not  of  fantasy,  and 
they  transcend  the  limita- 
tions of  birth  and  the  defini- 
tions of  others. 

Ironically,  1 will  quote 
from  Dr.  Lawrence’s  own 
paper  on  this  topic,  in  com- 
plete agreement  with  its  sen- 
timent, if  not  its  doctrinal 
support:  “If  there  is  a moral 
here,  I think  it  is  that  know- 
ing and  accepting  our  own 
truth  is  what  sets  us  free.”  I 
believe  it’s  not  Blanchard’s 
or  Lawrence’s,  or  my  terms 
or  truth,  that  will  make  us 


real.  It  is  not  passing  that 
will  do  it.  It  is,  instead,  living 
as  we  know  ourselves  to  be, 
not  just  what  we  wish  we 
were,  that  will  make  us  free. 

AUTOGYNEPHILIA: 
WHAT  IF  ITS 
ALL  TRUE? 

by  Jessica  Xavier 

By  formulating  a plausi- 
ble etiology  for  both  MTF 
transgenderism  and  MTF 
secondary  transsexualism, 
Drs.  Blanchard  and  Law- 
rence seem  to  have  struck  a 
deep  nerve  within  many — if 
not  most — transsexual  wo- 
men. While  autogynephilia 
may  not  describe  us  all,  it 
does  resonate  within  some  of 
us.  But  to  the  majority,  the 
idea  of  undergoing  such  a 
radical,  permanent  transfor- 
mation to  satisfy  our  particu- 
lar paraphilia  seems  absurd. 
Our  transsexualism,  transi- 
tion, and  sex  reassignment 
surgeries  already  seem  so  to 
most  nons,  who  have  little 
idea  of  our  actual  motiva- 
tions. 

I find  the  harsh  condem- 
nation of  autogynephilia  to 
be  more  telling  than  the  the- 
ory itself,  which  undeniably 
requires  additional  research 
to  prove  or  disprove  it. 
Behind  all  the  nay-saying,  I 
sense  something  rotten 
here — the  stench  of  shame. 
So  allow  me  to  proffer  the 
following  response  to  my 
rhetorical  question:  what  if 
autogynephilia  really  is 
true? 

That  we  live  in  a sex- 
phobic  culture  dominated  by 
male  sexual  mores  should  be 
plainly  obvious.  The  sexual 
double  standards  used  by 
men  to  enforce  the  virginity 
and  fidelity  of  women  tradi- 
tionally have  been  achieved 
through  the  rigorous  appli- 
cation of  shame,  to  the  point 
that  women  ourselves  be- 
came our  own  sexual  police. 
Breaking  the  rules  means 
risking  a precipitous  drop  to 
the  bottom  of  the  female 
gender  hierarchy. 

But  even  straight  men 
are  ashamed  of  sex — unless 
it  is  discussed  in  its  nilla  het 
form,  usually  in  bars  >r  lock- 
er rooms,  as  a sportsmanlike 
tale  of  conquest,  male  prow- 
ess and  studly  virility.  Quite 
understandably,  then,  auto- 
eroticism becomes  more 


than  just  taboo — on  the  male 
sexual  scale,  wanking  it 
ranks  just  slightly  above 
homosexuality.  That  it  is  sat- 
isfying and  safe  is  irrelevant. 
Masturbation,  with  or  with- 
out toys,  props  or  elaborate, 
ritualized  fantasy  scripts,  is 
plainly  a tremendous  source 
of  shame  for  nearly  all  men. 

And  of  course,  we  MTF 
transpeople  are  not  immune 
from  this — as  a transfemi- 
nist, I like  to  say  we  MTFs 
are  “challenged  by  our  prior 
male  socialization  experi- 
ences.” During  our  male 
upbringing,  we  spent  lots  of 
time  thinking  about  sex  but 
very  little  time  actually  talk- 
ing about  it.  Without  any 
frank  discussion  of  our  sexu- 
alities, most  of  us  have  con- 
demned ourselves  to  an 
emotional  hell  of  perpetual 
shame  and  guilt — and  nei- 
ther gender  transition  nor 
SRS  guarantee  us  relief  from 
the  lingering  effects  of  this 
shame. 

Yet  some  of  us  do  come 
to  see  our  gender  variance  as 
expressions  of  our  own 
sacred  sex.  Yes,  sex  can  be 
sacred — as  pagans  well 
know.  Inherent  in  many 
forms  of  non-nilla  sex  are 
powerful  spiritualities,  routes 
of  self-discovery  and  self- 
expression,  roads  rarely 
traveled  to  spiritual  enlight- 
enment. Sadly,  most  of  us  are 
totally  unfamiliar  with  the 
spiritualities  that  sustained 
our  ancient  forerunners. 
Worse,  in  our  western  het- 
eropatriarchy, dominated  by 
conservative  Christian  reac- 
tionaries preaching  “family 
values,”  even  nilla  sex  gets  a 
bad  rap. 

Worse  still,  we  transgen- 
dered  have  bought  into  the 
stigmatization  of  sex.  In  our 
gender  education  efforts, 
we’ve  sought  to  erect  a huge 
wall  between  sex  and  gen- 
der, between  sexual  orienta- 
tion and  gender  identity  and 
expression. 

At  first  1 thought  the 
reason  for  this  was  ordinary 
homophobia — but  no,  it’s 
just  vestigial  male  sexual 
shame.  We  MTFs  have  de- 
sexualized  ourselves,  hiding 
behind  gender,  praying  that 
our  dismissive  denial  of  the 
sexual  imperative  will  pro- 
vide us  with  greater  accep- 
tance from  others — if  not 
absolution  from  the  great  sin 
of  being  transgendered.  But 
so  often,  the  gender  stuff 


goes  right  over  the  noils’ 
heads,  since  they  cannot 
shake  the  sexuality  we  so  fla- 
grantly and  commonly  dis- 
play in  our  hyper-feminine 
appearances. 

Some  have  said  autogy- 
nephilia  is  the  rope  by  which 
the  Raymondites  will  hang 
us  once  again.  For  too  long 
we  have  lived  in  fear  of  their 
ilk,  wasting  our  energies  get- 
ting angry  over  a small 
group  of  lesbians  themselves 
persecuted  for  their  own 
chocolate  proclivities.  I think 
other  women  are  smart 
enough  to  see  through  their 
practice  of  empowering 
themselves  by  scapegoating 
us.  In  hell's  queer  kitchen, 
all  the  pots  and  pans  are 
black. 

Still  others  have  said 
autogynephilia  will  kill  the 
transpolitical  movement.  Has 
homosexual  sex  killed  the 
gay  and  lesbian  political 
movement?  Must  we  hide 
our  sexuality,  as  the  gay 
political  establishment  hides 
the  leatherfolks,  drags  and 
butches  from  the  politicians? 
Has  that  won  them  their 
rights  yet?  Must  we  craft 
political  strategies  congruent 
with  the  nons'  nilla  sexual 
heterodoxy,  careful  not  to 
disturb  their  heterosexist 
sensibilities,  quietly  acqui- 
escing to  the  shame  they 
heap  down  upon  us,  becom- 
ing willful  whipping  boys  to 
their  fingerpointing  while 
they  themselves  can’t  get  it 
up  to  honestly  discuss  their 
own  sexuality?  When  they 
can't  even  allow  the  teaching 
of  contraception  and  safer 
sex  in  junior  high  schools? 

No.  At  the  brink  of  a 
new  millennium,  we  trans- 
gendered  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  join  with  others  who 
believe  in  the  de-stigmatiza- 
tion of  any  form  of  victim- 
less sex,  either  alone  or 
between  consenting  adults. 
This  is  not  unreasonable,  nor 
even  radical — just  healthy 
and  human.  This  is  being  sex 
positive. 

Throughout  the  previ- 
ous century  we  made  signifi- 
cant strides  towards  achieving 
a diverse  multiculture.  In 
this  new  century,  we  need 
not  dumb  down  our  gender 
or  sexual  diversity  in  order 
to  please  others.  We  need  not 
fear  our  own  sacred  sex;  we 
should,  rather,  fear  a sex- 
phobic  culture  that  perse- 
cutes us  for  daring  to 


practice  it.  If  it  is  substantiat- 
ed by  additional  research, 
we  need  not  be  ashamed  of 
autogynephilia,  but  of 
shame  itself. 

SOME 

OBSERVATIONS  ON 
AUTOGYNEPHILIA 

by  Kate  Barnes 

Through  some  sort  of 
strange  trickle-down  effect, 
ideas  Dr.  Anne  Lawrence 
presented  in  papers  to  the 
1998  annual  meeting  of  the 
Harry  Benjamin  Inter- 
national Gender  Dysphoria 
Association  in  London  have 
started  percolating  up  into 
our  local  support  group.  Dr. 
Lawrence  is  a self-styled 
autogynephilic,  a term  she 
uses  to  describe  a fetishistic 
desire  to  have  a woman’s 
body.  I’ve  started  hearing 
my  male-to-female  sisters 
asking  themselves  if  they're 
perhaps  fetishists  (para- 
philics,  to  use  the  diagnostic 
term)  as  opposed  to  “real” 
transsexuals,  that  maybe 
they  have  a (possibly  cur- 
able) psychological  malady 
as  opposed  to  an  intractable 
gender  identity  disorder. 
Hope  springs  eternal  among 
us,  and  we  are  also  sadly 
inclined  to  quickly  take  on 
labels.  But  this  label  has  bag- 
gage. In  the  dictionary  I 
own,  a paraphilia  is  de- 
scribed as  a perversion. 

I got  a copy  of  Anne 
Lawrence’s  essays  on  autog- 
ynephilia from  her  website 
<www.annelaivrence.com>  and 
read  it  with  interest  and 
mounting  irritation.  Certain- 
ly, I have  no  objection  to  the 
idea  that  such  a phenome- 
non exists  or  that  some  peo- 
ple feel  it  explains  their 
transsexual  feelings.  Some  of 
my  best  friends  are  fetishists, 
although  I wouldn’t  want 
my  Gucci  handbag  to  marry 
one.  What’s  maddening  and 
a little  scary  are  Dr.  Law- 
rence’s claims  that  this  phe- 
nomenon is  widespread  and 
perhaps  applicable  to  all 
“non-primary”  transsexu- 
als— scary  because  a para- 
philia does  carry  pejorative 
connotations  about  an  already 
over-stigmatized  communi- 
ty, and  maddening  because, 
as  an  examination  of  the  text 
of  Dr.  Lawrence’s  papers 
reveals,  her  conclusions  are 
drawn  from  a highly-biased 


sample  in  a completely 
unscientific  manner. 

She  writes  in  “Men 
Trapped  in  Men’s  Bodies: 
Autogynephilic  Eroticism  as 
a Motive  for  Seeking  Sex 
Reassignment”: 

Last  year  I wrote  an  article  summa- 
rizing Blanchard's  theory  of  autogy- 
nephilia. I published  this  on  the 
Internet  and  in  a magazine  called 
Transgender  Tapestry.  In  my  article, 

I solicited  narratives  from  any  trans- 
sexuals who  recognized  autogy- 
nephilic feelings  within  themselves. 

I have  thus  far  received  over  100 
narratives.  I have  analyzed  about  60 
of  these  from  persons  who  seemed 
to  be  genuinely  transsexual. 
Virtually  all  of  my  respondents  freely 
acknowledged  that  they  were  sexu- 
ally aroused  by  feminization  and 
thought  that  Blanchard’s  concept  of 
autogynephilia  accurately  described 
them. 

Later,  in  another  paper 
(“Lessons  from  Autogyn- 
ephiles:  Eroticism,  Motiv- 
ation, and  the  Standards  of 
Care”)  she  says  essentially 
the  same  thing: 

In  my  article,  I solicited  narratives 
from  any  transsexuals  who  recog- 
nized autogynephilic  feelings  within 
themselves.  I was  curious  to  see 
whether  transsexuals  from  a non- 
clinical  population  would  report 
feelings  and  experiences  consistent 
with  Blanchard’s  ideas....  Virtually 
all  my  transsexual  respondents 
freely  acknowledged  that  they  were 
sexual  aroused  by  their  feminiza- 
tion. Virtually  all  thought  that 
Blanchard’s  concept  of  autogy- 
nephilia accurately  described  them. 

This  is  a surprise?  Dr. 
Lawrence  states  this  as  an 
informative  conclusion,  when 
all  she  really  did  was  solicit 
responses  from  those  sym- 
pathetic with  her  theory.  I 
could  write  an  ad  in  a gun 
magazine  soliciting  respons- 
es from  hunters  who  found 
guns  erotic.  Then  I’d  say 
“Virtually  all  of  my  respon- 
dents found  firearms  sexual- 
ly stimulating.”  Nothing  has 
been  learned  here.  No  gener- 
alizations can  be  made  to 
firearm  owners  as  a larger 
group,  since  only  sympa- 
thetic people  make  up  the 
sample  pool. 

She  writes: 

There  was  one  way  in  which  some 
of  my  respondents’  stories  were 
less  consistent  with  Blanchard’s 
ideas  about  autogynephilia.  If  the 
desire  for  sex  reassignment  is 
indeed  an  outgrowth  of  these  per- 
sons' autogynephilia,  then  we 
would  expect  autogynephilia  to 
appear  first,  with  cross-gender 
wishes  appearing  only  later.  But 
some  of  my  respondents  who  freely 
acknowledged  autogynephilic  arousal 
reported  that  they  had  experienced 
cross-gender  wishes  long  before 
their  autogynephilia  became  evi- 
dent. 

It’s  hard  to  know 
whether  accounts  like  these 


are  accurate  or  are  simply 
retrospective  re-writings  of 
early  memories  to  agree  with 
accepted  notions  about 
transsexualism.  This  is  bad 
science,  dismissing  contra- 
dictory information  by  sim- 
ply saying  the  writers  must 
be  lying,  with  no  proof  at 
hand.  What  of  the  accounts 
of  non-op  TS’s,  who  have  no 
motivation  to  falsify  their 
histories?  Dr.  Lawrence  does 
admit  “I  believe  that  we 
must  at  least  consider  the 
possibility  that  autogy- 
nephilia can,  in  different 
individuals,  be  either  the 
cause  or  the  effect  of  a desire 
for  sex  reassignment.”  Her 
whole  theory  teeters  precari- 
ously on  this  possibility.  She 
presumes  it  is  a cause  and 
has  constructed  upon  this 
unproven  element  the  entire- 
ty of  her  theory.  But  if  it’s  an 
effect  (which  I believe  is  the 
case),  then  autogynephilia  as 
a primary  motivation  in  sec- 
ondary transsexuality  fails, 
and  the  autogynephilic  edi- 
fice collapses.  Small  wonder 
she  seeks  to  label  contradic- 
tory respondents  as  liars. 

She  writes,  “Overall,  my 
respondents’  narratives  pro- 
vide substantial  support  for 
Blanchard's  theory  of  autog- 
ynephilia.” Again,  she  wants 
us  to  be  surprised  that  her 
respondents,  all  of  whom 
wrote  in  because  they  felt 
her  theory  applied  to  them, 
support  the  theory.  But  then 
the  worst: 

What  are  the  implications  of  these 
narratives  for  the  clinical  care  of 
transsexual  clients?  First  of  all,  they 
should  make  us  aware  that  para- 
philic  eroticism  is  widespread  in 
male-to-female  transsexuals. 

Good  God,  on  what 
grounds  does  she  state  it  is 
widespread?  From  a sample 
of  60  selected  from  a pool  of 
100  people,  all  of  whom 
responded  favorably  to  her 
idea? 

She  repeats  this  un- 
founded generalization  in 
her  second  paper: 

When  offered  anonymity,  some 
male-to-female  transsexuals  will 
confirm  what  astute  clinicians  like 
Blanchard  have  known  for  years. 
They  will  freely  admit  that  their 
desire  to  change  sex  is  an  out- 
growth of  their  paraphilic  sexuality. 
The  lesson  we  can  learn  from  auto- 
gynephiles  is  that  transsexuality  is 
often  a sexual  problem — with  or 
without  an  associated  gender  prob- 
lem. 

Here  we’ve  gone  from 
“some  female-to-male  trans- 
sexuals” to  the  conclusion 
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“transsexuality  is  often  a sex- 
ual problem — with  or  with- 
out an  associated  gender 
problem.” 

Projecting  one’s  person- 
al psychological  state  onto 
others  is  one  of  the  most 
common  mental  forms  of 
defense,  and  I believe  Anne 
Lawrence’s  eagerness  to 
generalize  her  and  her 
respondents’  particular  sex- 
ual preferences  amount  to 
little  more  than  this  sort  of 
transference.  The  sad  thing 
is  that  in  generalizing  and 
publicizing  her  ideas  she,  as 
have  too  many  others  over 
the  years,  stigmatizes  the 
gender  community  with, 
despite  her  assertions  to  the 
contrary,  a loaded  and 
derogatory  label. 

So  let’s  take  a closer 
look  at  autogynephilia  as  set 
forth  by  Dr.  Lawrence.  She 
quotes  Blanchard  as  postu- 
lating four  kinds  of  autogy- 
nephilia, centered  around: 
the  act  or  fantasy  of  wearing 
women’s  clothing;  the  act  or 
fantasy  of  doing  something 
regarded  as  feminine;  fan- 
tasies such  as  being  preg- 
nant, menstruating,  or 
breast-feeding;  or  the  fantasy 
of  having  a woman’s  body, 
or  aspects  of  one.  All  gender- 
dysphoric  people  by  defini- 
tion desire  (and  fantasize) 
about  one  or  more  of  these 
things.  But  undeterred  by 
stretching  the  official  defini- 
tion of  paraphilia  (“recur- 
rent, sexually  arousing 
fantasies,  sexual  urges  or 
behaviors  generally  involv- 
ing 1)  non-human  objects;  2) 
the  suffering  or  humiliation 
of  oneself  or  one’s  partner; 
or  3)  children  or  other  non- 
consenting persons”)  to 
include  pretty  much  the 
entirety  of  a woman’s  expe- 
rience, she  holds  that  all 
these  fantasies  are  a fetish,  a 
sexually-charged  stand-in 
for  relationships  with  real 
people.  Her  basic  thesis 
seems  to  be  that  secondary 
transsexuality  is  about  sexu- 
al desire  and  a sexual  desire 
directed  towards  the  self. 

One  has  to  wonder  right 
away,  of  course,  how  such  a 
thing  could  be  proved.  Sexual 
desire  can  be  a proportional 
part  of  a myriad  of  human 
behaviors,  from  succeeding  at 
sports  to  getting  a new  hair- 
style. Furthermore,  Dr. 
Lawrence  is  fast  and  loose 
with  the  boundaries  of  autog- 
ynephilia. She  states  that 


autogynephilia  doesn’t  neces- 
sarily rule  out  attraction  to 
other  people.  Essentially  then, 
if  there  is  any  component  of 
your  cross-gendered  wishes 
that  includes  arousal,  unless  it 
is  that  of  having  sex  with  a 
straight  man  that  you  have 
actually  met,  you  are  autogy- 
nephilic.  Pretty  neat,  huh? 
She  casts  a net  so  wide  it  can 
catch  almost  anything.  For 
example,  many  (nontrans) 
women  I know  get  aroused 
by  putting  on  an  article  of 
provocative  clothing.  This  is  a 
sexually-charged  feminiza- 
tion, but  are  these  women 
autogynephilic?  Lawrence, 
quoting  Blanchard,  says 
“genetic  women  might  'feel 
sexy’  when  preparing  their 
toilet,  especially  if  they  are 
making  a major  production  of 
it,  but  I do  not  think  the  sim- 
ple thought  of  having  a vagi- 
na, for  example,  is  arousing  to 
them  in  and  of  itself.”  This  is  a 
no-brainer — they  already 

possess  a vagina,  have  done 
so  since  birth,  and  have  no 
need  to  imagine  acquiring 
one  as  part  of  a sexual  fantasy. 
But  if  they  fantasize  about 
having  sex,  might  their  fan- 
tasies then  involve  their  vagi- 
nas? Of  course.  Lacking  a 
vagina,  would  a male-to- 
female  transsexual  have  sexu- 
al fantasies  about  acquiring 
one?  Of  course.  But  for  some 
reason  Lawrence  labels  this 
obvious  cross-gendered  wish 
as  autogynephilic,  a fetish,  a 
stigmatized  perversion — not 
gender  dysphoria. 

The  theory  of  autogy- 
nephilia requires,  to  some 
arbitrary  degree,  that  its  suf- 
ferers direct  their  sexuality 
toward  themselves.  This 
reminds  me  of  a similar  the- 
ory I heard  decades  ago,  that 
transgendered  people  are 
incapable  of  forming  close 
relationships.  But  consider 
for  a second  what  the  most 
common  feature  of  thera- 
peutic work  with  the  trans- 
gendered consists  of — 
eliminating  shame  and  nega- 
tive self-esteem.  Shame 
among  our  community  is  all- 
pervasive,  deep  and  intract- 
able. I speak  from  experience 
when  I say  shame  takes 
years  to  come  to  grips  with. 
Conquering  it  is  a Herculean 
task  that  more  often  than  not 
is  never  fully  completed.  The 
societal  disapproval  we  get 
is  massive  and  far-reaching; 
it  happens  very  early  and 


shapes  us  and  our  expecta- 
tions from  infancy. 

And,  of  course,  shame  is 
highly  toxic  to  relationships. 
In  the  back  of  all  of  our 
minds  is  the  belief  that  we 
are  highly  unacceptable  just 
as  we  are,  a belief  too  often 
verified  by  the  spouses, 
friends  and  co-workers  who 
leave  us  when  we  come  out. 
Approaching  a relationship 
with  this  kind  of  baggage  is 
very  scary.  Why  invest  your- 
self in  a venture  doomed  to 
failure  and  disgrace  due  to 
your  own  failings?  A sexual 
relationship,  with  its  greater 
degree  of  intimacy,  poses  an 
even  larger  threat.  Many  of 
my  sisters  have  simply  given 
up  on  the  idea  that  they  will 
find  a mate  someday — and 
many  have  never  even  con- 
sidered it  a possibility.  So 
where  does  the  sex  drive  go 
in  that  case?  It  turns  inward, 
to  what  you  feel  you  can 
realistically  dream  about.  At 
least  you  can  be  a woman 
with  the  right  body  parts, 
even  if  your  psyche,  crippled 
by  shame,  has  given  up  the 
possibility  of  ever  relating 
sexually  to  another. 

I propose  that  autogy- 
nephilia is  simply  an  arrest- 
ed development  on  the  part 
of  those  transsexuals  un- 
hopeful, unambitious,  or  un- 
empowered enough  to  carry 
their  fantasies  beyond  their 
own  genitalia.  It  is  undealt- 
with  reservoirs  of  shame,  not 
some  tortured  reworking  of 
paraphilia,  that  limits  the 
autogynephilic’s  sexual  im- 
aginations to  themselves. 

But  I think  any  possible 
non-erotically  based  expla- 
nations for  secondary  trans- 
sexuality would  fall  on  deaf 
ears  for  Dr.  Lawrence.  Sex 
and  sexuality  rule  her  world 
view.  For  example: 

One  of  the  best  parts  of  my  life  now 
is  my  feeling  of  affinity  with  other 
women.  This  is  not  a genital  feeling, 
but  it  is  a sexual  one;  it  is  too  vis- 
ceral an  experience  to  be  anything 
else. 

Acceptance  by  your 
peers  of  the  person  you  real- 
ly feel  yourself  to  be  is 
indeed  a deep  and  incredibly 
joyous  feeling.  Dr.  Lawrence 
labels  this  as  a sexual  feeling, 
because  it’s  “too  visceral”  to 
be  anything  else.  Loneliness, 
love,  fear,  wholeness,  des- 
pair— these  emotions  are 
visceral  enough  to  make 
humans  write  epic  poetry, 
spend  millions  of  dollars  or 


throw  themselves  off  bridges, 
but  Dr.  Lawrence  chooses 
sex  as  the  emotional  measur- 
ing stick  of  her  experience, 
the  primum  mobile  of  her  life. 
This  is  a choice  of  belief,  not 
reason.  It  is  unprovable.  To 
be  human  is  to  be,  along 
with  a thousand  other 
things,  sexual.  If  you  want  to 
say  the  sex  drive  underlies 
every  human  activity,  fine.  I 
think  you  could  propose  the 
desire  for  acceptance  as  an 
equally  global  and  valid 
motivation — but  postulating 
sex  alone  as  the  ground  of 
human  experience  (and  gen- 
der dysphoria  specifically)  is 
a cynical  and  limiting  belief 
and  a scientifically  mean- 
ingless one;  you  could  find 
it  in  any  human  endeavor. 
Another  example  from  her 
writing: 

While  genital  arousal  is  often  tem- 
porary, sexual  love  can  last  a life- 
time. Most  of  us  have  had  the 
experience  of  continuing  to  love  a 
sexual  partner  whom  we  no  longer 
find  sexually  exciting  in  a purely 
genital  sense. 

A phenomenon  most  of 
us  would  call  genuine  love, 
the  affection  and  fondness 
we  feel  for  our  partners,  she 
demeans  as  the  residue  of 
genital  desire.  This  is  again  a 
neo-Freudian  postulation  of 
sex  as  the  ground  of  virtual- 
ly all  human  activity.  Her 
associations  with  others,  her 
intimate  relationships,  the 
friendships  she  enjoys  with 
other  women,  any  specifical- 
ly feminine  thing  she  does — 
the  satisfactions  of  all  of 
these  are  grounded  upon 
sex.  Viewing  the  world 
through  a lens  like  this,  no 
wonder  she  reduces  gender 
dysphoria  to  a sexual  fetish. 

Strangely,  Dr.  Law- 
rence’s writings  are  replete 
with  phrases  like  “my  femi- 
nine identification,”  “my 
cross-gender  yearnings,” 
“how  much  I truly  valued 
femininity,”  and  “my  life- 
long feeling  of  internal  fem- 
ininity,” not  “my  lust  for  a 
vagina”  or  “the  erections  I 
got  contemplating  having 
breasts.”  She  is  in  fact 
claiming  that  the  entire 
experience  of  womanhood 
is  the  object  of  her  fetish. 
The  classical  definition  of  a 
paraphilia  as  an  object-fixa- 
tion is  being  stretched  to 
impossible  dimensions. 
One  might  as  well  say  you 
could  fetishize  being  a 
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ASEXUAL 
AND  ALIVE 
IN  HONOLULU 


This  article  was  previously  published  in  Da  Kine 
magazine. 


“I  THOUGHT  BEING  TRANSSEXU- 
AL WAS  ALL  ABOUT  HAVING  SEX,” 
a student  inquired  during  my  guest 
lecture  recently  at  the  American 
School  of  Psychology  in  Kaimaki. 

“Don’t  you  date?”  a young  man 
asked. 

“Yes,  I’ve  been  out  with  a few 
women  and  fewer  men,  but  haven't 
had  sex  in  over  5 years,”  I explained. 

A hush  came  over  the  room.  I was 
surprising  myself  with  such  candid- 
ness to  strangers,  but  I wanted  the 
class  to  understand  what’s  it’s  like  to 
be  a transsexual  woman  in  Hawaii. 
As  post-grad  students,  they  might 
soon  be  providing  therapy  to  trans- 
gendered  people;  they  needed  to  hear 
my  story,  I reasoned. 

Presenting  myself  as  a normal, 
healthy  woman  with  a transsexual 
experience,  now  I wondered:  did  I 
sound  prudish,  under  stress,  or  suf- 
fering from  a disorder?  I opened  up 
more.  “As  a man,  I dated  women 
since  my  early  teens,  had  sex  at  18, 
and  later,  in  my  30’s,  was  married  for 
six  years.  At  47,  I still  have  sexual 
desires  and  fantasies,  am  lonely  for  a 


mate,  and  hope  one  day  I will  be  sex- 
ual again.” 

Now  the  questions  started  rolling 
in — this  sounded  more  “normal.” 

“Is  it  your  choice  to  not  have  sex, 
or  did  something  happen?” 

I responded  frankly.  “I’m  caring 
for  my  own  mental  health,  and  more 
importantly,  I'm  being  very  protec- 
tive of  my  physical  safety.” 

This  caused  some  confusion  in  a 
room  full  of  healthy  young  adults 
whose  sex  drives  blindly  directed 
many  of  their  activities.  Pew  of  their 
relationships  ended  in  violence. 

As  a transsexual  woman  I have 
voluntarily  chosen  this  asexual  path 
and  it’s  not  one  every  transgendered 
person  pursues.  I spoke  of  my  local 
friends:  MTP  women  in  loving,  live-in 
relationships  with  men;  others  dating 
many  different  men;  PTM  men 
who’ve  married  their  long-time  girl- 
friends; MTP  women  who  have 
remained  with  their  spouses  after 
their  sex  change.  These  are  the  suc- 
cess stories. 

Then  I began  to  tell  the  students 
the  unsuccessful  stories  so  they 
would  realize  it  can  be  dangerous  to 
be  a transgendered  man  or  woman  in 
the  dating  pool.  "We  are  seen  as  in 
violation  of  the  clean,  binary  world  of 
men  and  women,  male  and  female. 
There  are  a lot  of  people  out  there 
who,  once  they  find  out  you’re  trans- 
gendered, can’t  handle  it.  Even  in 
Hawaii’s  accepting  society,  the  out- 


by  Li  Anne  W.  Taft 

come  of  discovery  or  disclosure  can 
be  straight  men  responding  in  violent 
ways.  A transgendered  woman  on  a 
date,  nightclubbing  with  friends  or  at 
home  with  a lover  needs  to  be  on 
guard  against  physical  violence,  espe- 
cially from  men  who  are  sexually 
charged  by  her  feminine  appearance 
and  then  discover  she  is  not  what 
they  expected.  This  type  of  reaction 
can  cost  a woman  her  life.” 

The  students  were  relentless  now, 
“So,  when  do  you  tell  someone  you 
used  to  be  a man?” 

"Generally,  transgendered  women 
have  three  choices:  to  disclose  imme- 
diately when  in  a mutual  attraction 
situation;  to  delay  disclosure  until 
after  a few  dates  but  before  things  get 
physical;  or  to  date  someone  who 
actively  pursues  a sexual  relationship 
with  a transsexual  woman.  I'm  not 
interested  in  chasers,  so  that  option  is 
out  for  me. 

"The  danger  of  physical 
violence,”  I stated,  “is  highest  if  dis- 
closure is  delayed  with  a straight  man 
who  may  feel  an  emotional  invest- 
ment and  believes  he  was  tricked  by  a 
'man  in  dress.’ 

“I  believe  immediate  disclosure 
and  total  honesty  is  the  safest  course, 
but  it  often  leads  to  rejection  and  can 
result  in  a growing  sense  of  insecurity 
for  the  transgendered  person.”  I told 
the  students  I use  this  approach  with- 
out violent  results,  yet  receive  some 
startling  responses:  “Oh,  I thought 


Transgender  Tapestry  #93  • 27 


you  were  a 'real'  woman.  I don't 
think  I can  handle  this,”  and  “I  was 
looking  for  something  more"  (as  if  I 
am  incomplete!). 

Now  I asked  the  students  a 
rhetorical  question:  "For  a trangen- 
dered  person,  should  the  price  of  love 
be  violence  or  death?” 

"Of  course  not!"  the  reply  came  in 
unison. 

"The  struggle  for  free  expression 
and  the  pursuit  of  love  leads  many 
transgendered  men  and  women 
down  dangerous  roads.  1 believe  I 
will  one  day  have  a mate  and  be  sex- 
ual again,”  I repeated.  “It's  by  being 
careful  of  my  safety  and  mental 
health  now  that  1 will  live  to  find  a 
loving  experience  later.  In  the  world 
of  psychology  they  call  this  delayed 
gratification,  and  it  works.” 
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Anderer,  CPE 

Permanent  Hair  Removal 
A E.A  Board  Certified 
Teacher/Lecturer 
Electroiogist 

(815)  469-0050 
8206  Woodvale  Rd. 
Frankfort,  IL  60423 


Offering  techniques 
customized 
to  your  specific  needs: 


1.)  Accelerated  Flash  (H.F.) 


2.)  Flash  (H.F.) 


3. )  Manual  High  Frequency 

4. )  Blend  - H.F.  - D.C. 


Maria  Alonge 
DeNicola,  CPE 

Permanent  Hair  Removal 
AEA  Board  Certified  Electroiogist 
Graduate  of  Arizona  State  School 
of  Electrolysis  in  1982 
Awarded  the  Ballet 
Gold  Probe  Award  1996 

(602)  246-1966 


5. )  Multiple  Needle  Galvanic  D.C. 

6. )  Cataphoresis 


These  offices  believe  Electrolysis  is 
permanent  Hair  Removal  not  a 
breaking  down  process. 


Texture  of  hair  and  sensitivity  of  the  area 
determine  techniques  best  suited  to  you. 


5702  North  19th  Avenue 
Phoenix  AZ  85105 

www.arizonaelectrolysis.net 
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Reflections  on  Being  an  “IT” 

Poufttursd^ofliin 


Transgendered  people  experience  gender  in 
often  unique  waps,  and  often  devise  unique 
terms  to  describe  themselves.  Here ’s  one  per- 
son 's  self-view — Ed. 

I GRADUATED  FROM  HIGH 
SCHOOL  IN  1966  WEIGHING  IN 
at  110  lbs.,  gifted  with  tiny  breasts,  a 
love  of  classical  music,  no  “male” 
body  hair,  and  a natural  voice  that 
could  belong  to  either  a man  or  a 
woman.  These  were  not  qualities 
that  made  for  easy  social  adjustment 
in  Texas.  School  was  hell,  alleviated 
only  by  the  fact  that  I developed  skill 
as  a rock  musician  during  my  last 
two  years  of  high  school.  I was  (and 
remain)  a disappointment  to  my 
father. 

During  my  adolescence,  I con- 
sulted a surgeon  about  my  breasts, 
but  he  wisely  suggested  “We’re  all 
different,  so  don’t  worry  about  it.” 
My  brother  and  father  were  not  so 
fortunate  in  dealing  with  this  appar- 
ently inherited  feature,  and  both 
opted  for  breast  surgery.  I also  con- 
sulted doctors  about  my  height 
(which  eventually  reached  5’8”), 
because  my  relatively  small  size 
worried  my  family.  But  again, 
physicians  wisely  refrained  from 
tampering  with  my  natural  develop- 
ment. 

I’ve  suffered  immensely  from 
sexual  dysphoria,  as  I seldom  experi- 
ence my  sexuality  as  other  men, 
except  when  I’m  with  a woman  who 
is  ovulating  (I  seem  to  have  an  excep- 
tional sense  of  smell,  and  I find  my 
lovers  this  way).  Otherwise, 
“straight”  sex  usually  falls  far  down 
on  my  list  of  pleasures,  while  the  fem- 
inine part  of  my  sexuality  has  always 
been  an  intensely  rewarding  experi- 
ence, as  I’ve  long  known  from  dating 
sensuous,  uninhibited  female 
dancers. 

Unfortunately,  it  was  my  misfor- 
tune to  spend  a total  of  25  years  living 
with  two  women  who  did  not 
respond  to  my  feminine  needs.  Since 


Beginning  with  the  intent  of  bringing 
my  crossdressing  into  the  light  of  day, 
I soon  began  to  look  like  a new  type 
of  priest,  and  that  works.  I am  an 
American  shaman. 


I’m  not  comfortable  with  cheating, 
this  drove  me  literally  into  the  closet 
alone,  into  a world  I shared  with  no 
one.  It  was  a heartbreaking  experi- 
ence. Far  worse,  my  urge  to  be  female 
could  be  realized  only  by  lowering 
my  inhibitions  via  drugs,  an  avenue 
that  exacted  a heavy  toll  on  my  life. 

The  corrosive  effects  of  the  drugs 
eventually  combined  with  fears  that  I 
was  a repressed  homosexual,  an  ori- 
entation that  has  never  bothered  me 
in  others,  but  which  caused  me  great 
personal  grief  when  I thought  it 
applied  to  me.  I fell  into  a downward 
spiral  of  poor  self-esteem  and  inter- 
mittent drug  use  that  lasted  for  near- 
ly 30  years.  I'm  very,  very  lucky  to  be 
alive  today. 


by  Mischa 

Then,  through  the  grace  of  an 
exceptionally  open  and  honest  12- 
step  group,  I began  to  understand 
and  accept  myself.  I became  one  of 
the  many  agnostics  who  find  belief 
one-day-at-a-time.  Sobriety  was  my 
teacher  now,  my  higher  power.  In 
November  of  1998,  I began  turning 
my  life  over  to  this  power,  and,  with 
growing  clarity,  I soon  realized  it 
was  time  to  face  my  demon.  For  the 
first  time,  I faced  the  fact  that  my 
periodic  relapses  into  drug  use  had 
always  resulted  from  an  overwhelm- 
ing need  to  experience  the  feminine 
side  of  my  sexuality.  So,  I began  a 
cautious  exploration  of  this  sexuali- 
ty, and  I learned,  as  so  many  others 
had  learned  before,  that  my  demon 
was  the  best  part  of  myself. 

I began  my  exploration  openly, 
both  within  12-step  programs  and 
without.  I soon  changed  my  name  to 
"Mischa,”  in  part  because  of  the  fem- 
inine perceptions  I and  many  others 
see  in  the  name.  My  third  gender 
identity  was  finally  out  of  the  closet. 

My  minimal  experience  with  gay 
sex  had  already  convinced  me  that 
for  me  it  would  work  only  under 
conditions  of  extreme  duress,  such 
as  war  or  imprisonment.  I am  not  a 
fan  of  casual  sex,  for  I need  time  and 
emotional  support  to  function  prop- 
erly. I do  think  I could  relate  well  to 
older  men,  but  that  generation  is  now 
in  the  winter  of  life,  so  it’s  unlikely  I’ll 
ever  know  anything  beyond  the  pla- 
tonic love  I already  enjoy.  If  it’s  my 
destiny  to  someday  love  a man  of  my 
own  generation,  or  even  an  adult 
younger  than  myself,  I might  well  act 
upon  it,  for  it’s  my  nature  to  follow 
the  magic,  but  I really  doubt  this  will 
ever  occur. 

Early  in  1999  I had  the  only  new 
relationship  I’ve  experienced  in  my 
new  life.  I felt  love,  and  this  relation- 
ship soon  made  a tremendous  impact 
on  me.  It  was  with  Victoria,  a bud- 
ding non-operative  male-to-female 
transsexual.  Victoria.  Tall,  beautiful. 
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bright,  a talented  artist,  fond  of  taking 
elk  with  a bow  and  arrow — wow! 

I related  well  to  Victoria.  I also 
related  to  the  full  spectrum  of  her  sex- 
uality, and  I soon  loved  her  enough  to 
entertain  thoughts  of  marriage. 
However,  I must  admit,  our  sexual 
experience  fell  short  of  what  I’ve 
known  with  other  women,  short-cir- 
cuiting the  bonding  process  for  us.  An 
immersion  in  the  scent  of  a nontrans- 
sexual woman  seems  to  be  very 
important  to  my  ability  to  achieve 
orgasm  when  in  the  dominant  role. 
The  odor  of  the  ‘"right”  female  has 
always  been  needed  for  me  to  enter 
into  a realm  I find  very  beautiful: 
being  head-over-heels  in  love  in  a 
long-term  relationship. 

I now  understand  that  my  core 
sexual  identity  is  close  to  that  of  a les- 
bian who  prefers  equal  time  in  the  Yin 
and  Yang  of  things;  I feel  like  one  of 
the  girls,  except  when  nature  says  it's 
time  to  breed. 

My  experience  with  the  transsex- 
ual world  was  nothing  less  than  a rev- 
elation. Shortly  after  my  affair  ended 
with  Victoria,  I tried  a dose  of  estro- 
gen, the  primary  female  hormone.  I 
was  curious  about  whether  this  dose 
would  revitalize  my  breasts,  which 
were  disappearing,  a loss  that  was 
undermining  an  exquisite  source  of 
pleasure  that  had  long  been  a part  of 
my  sexual  style;  I was  now  in  my 
fifties.  The  effects  of  the  hormone 
were  almost  immediate — they  left  me 
ecstatic. 

Clearly,  I had  been  suffering  from 
menopause.  Literally  overnight,  life 
returned  to  my  hair  and  the  rough, 
dry  patches  I had  been  fighting  on  my 
skin  vanished;  many  other  physical 
and  mental  improvements  soon  fol- 
lowed. I WAS  A BELIEVER.  I imme- 
diately contacted  my  personal  physi- 
cian to  request  post-menopausal 
doses  of  estrogen.  However,  after 
consulting  with  other  professionals 
including  an  endocrinologist,  my 
doctor  had  to  refuse  prescribing  low 
doses  of  estrogen  to  me  due  to  con- 
cerns that  it  could  be  a career  risk  for 
him.  This  was  because  of  a new  stan- 
dard of  hormone  use  that  had  been 
adapted  by  the  Harry  Benjamin 
International  Gender  Dysphoria 


Association,  Inc.  (HBIGDA).  I would 
now  require  extensive  psychotherapy 
just  to  qualify  to  “be  myself,”  to 
return  my  female  hormones  to  the 
natural  levels  that  would  optimize 
my  physical  and  mental  health,  and 
this  when  women  are  often  pre- 
scribed male  hormones  to  pick  up 
their  sexual  drive!  Both  I and  my 
physician  considered  this  outrageous, 
and  off  the  record,  my  physician  sug- 
gested I consider  Mexico  as  a source 
for  an  estrogen  manufactured  as 
Premarin.  How-ever,  I could  not 
afford  this  avenue,  for  the  music  busi- 
ness can  be  a hard  one.  I had  to  suffer 
a painful,  frustrating  reversal  of  my 
recent  estrogen  benefits. 

Fortunately,  an  old  friend  gra- 
ciously offered  to  take  me  to  Spain  in 
June  of  1999,  where  I soon  acquired 
the  Premarin.  I later  discovered  pow- 
erful health  and  humanitarian  rea- 
sons to  switch  to  injectable  estradiol, 
as  well  as  powerful  reasons  to  contin- 
ue seeking  medical  help  for  my  own 
protection.  By  this  time,  however,  I 
had  decided  to  begin  using  estrogens 
at  transsexual  levels  in  order  to  more 
fully  realize  my  third  gender  identity. 
I now  wanted  full  hormonal  femi- 
nization, moderated  only  by  the  low- 
est testosterone  use  required  to  keep 
up  the  Yang.  I was  now  a non-opera- 
tive male-to-intersexual  transsexual, 
an  “IT.”  I felt  wonderful.  I felt  like  the 
sun  at  midday.  I carried  myself  with 
pride,  “breasts  thrust  forward  like  the 
horns  of  a bull,”  like  the  flamenco 
dancers  thrilling  my  companion  and 
myself  during  this  visit  to  Spain. 

I've  often  found  the  transsexual 
world  a deeply  troubled  one,  but  I’ve 
avoided  many  of  the  problems  others 
have  encountered  by  rejecting  our 
culture-based  two-gender  prejudices. 
My  feminine  identity  is  powerful, 
and  the  male-to-female  transsexual 
role  is  admittedly  appealing  to  me, 
but  I reject  the  role  for  myself  because 
I'm  pursuing  one  that  is  much  more 
fulfilling.  One  reason  is  because  a 
cousin  of  mine  has  gone  through  full 
operative  transition,  only  to  experi- 
ence remorse  over  the  surgery  when 
she  unexpectedly  found  herself  as  a 
lesbian.  I already  know  I'm  a lesbian, 
and  I’m  certain  surgery  would  be  a 


step  in  the  wrong  direction  for  me,  as 
well.  Also,  I have  an  attractive  beard 
that  is  such  an  important  part  of  my 
sexuality  (the  odor  thing)  that  I'm  not 
about  to  shave,  although  I did  try  it 
last  summer.  And,  I have  decent 
upper-body  strength,  something  that 
is  not  innate,  but  the  result  of  consid- 
erable effort.  I like  it.  It  feels  great, 
and  I don't  intend  to  let  it  slide  so  I'll 
“look  more  like  a woman.”  Finally,  I 
firmly  resist  the  many  pressures  to 
steer  me  into  a course  of  chemical  cas- 
tration during  hormonal  feminization 
via  testosterone  suppressants.  In  fact, 
I find  supplementary  testosterone  is 
required  for  me  to  realize  myself  via 
hormonal  transition.  I like  my  sex 
drive,  and  I'm  very  grateful  to  have 
found  an  endocrinologist  who  has 
been  willing  to  help  me  adjust  my 
testosterone  and  estrogen  levels  for 
personal  comfort.  The  intensely  erotic 
feminine  dimensions  of  my  libido 
thrill  me,  and  I get  great  satisfaction 
from  pleasing  my  lovers  with  the 
masculine  dimensions. 

Because  of  our  society's  two-gen- 
der prejudices,  third  gender  identity 
or  at  least  my  particular  path  of  inter- 
gendered  identity,  seems  to  be  virtu- 
ally invisible.  People  don't  perceive 
me  as  being  a bearded  woman  either, 
although  I've  been  very  flattered  by 
having  been  mistaken  for  a female-to- 
male  transsexual  when  attending 
gender  support  groups.  People  see 
me  as  a cute  man  with  some  attractive 
female  curves,  and  this  seems  to  be 
generally  socially  acceptable,  perhaps 
even  a bit  entertaining.  Great,  for 
more  people  need  to  smile,  and  I’ve 
always  found  male  status  a very,  very 
useful  thing. 

In  these  changes,  I sometimes 
find  I'm  attracting  others  who  attract 
me  as  well,  which  might  one  day 
solve  the  tremendous  problems  I've 
had  in  finding  a mate  who  can  accept 
my  deep  need  to  be  female.  Better  yet, 
there's  the  possibility  of  one  day  shar- 
ing the  full,  breathtaking,  dynamic 
sexual  kaleidoscope  that  third  gender 
orientations  can  realize. 

As  fate  would  have  it,  the  biggest 
problems  I've  run  into  in  realizing  my 
third  gender  identity  have  been  a 
direct  result  of  HBIGDA's  recently 
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adapted  guideline  of  hormone  use. 
Under  this  guideline,  the  only  way  of 
securing  hormones  is  to  take  "a  mini- 
mum of  three  months”  of  psychother- 
apy or  to  have  “a  well-documented 
real  life  cross-living  experience.” 
Concerning  my  third  gender  cross- 
living experience,  does  anyone  know 
of  a Native  American-run  clinic  that 
would  help  a blond-haired,  amber- 
eyed Two  Spirit  show  that  he/she 
exists?  Not  likely.  The  bottom  line  is 
that  the  Association  is  not  recogniz- 
ing the  continuum  of  gender  experi- 
ence— and  if  HBIGDA  can't  recog- 
nize the  continuum,  then  the  joy  of 
gender  liberation  will  elude  many  of 
us. 

Concerning  therapists,  I consider 
them  to  be  of  great  value.  I’ve  used 
them,  I am  using  them,  and  I will 
continue  to  use  them  whenever  it  is 
to  my  benefit — but  the  minimum  of 
three  months  requirement  is  an 
insult,  a waste,  and  a great — if  not 
impossible — financial  burden.  I'm 
not  downgrading  my  social  status  or 
destroying  my  personal  relation- 
ships, so  I certainly  don't  need  this 
kind  of  aggravation  just  to  use  hor- 
mones to  fulfill  my  gender  needs. 
I’ve  fully  accepted  my  third  gender 
identity,  a path  inspired  by  and  forti- 
fied by  a powerful,  ongoing  relation- 
ship to  12-step  programs  and  to  my 
higher  power,  but  due  to  HBIGDA’s 
policy,  I experienced  great  difficulty 
in  finding  medical  help.  I was  very 
determined  to  maintain  the  more  joy- 
ous solution  I had  found  for  my  dys- 
phoria, and  I was  very  fortunate 
indeed,  for  I did  eventually  find  an 
endocrinologist  who  realized  I didn't 
fit  the  usual  criteria  involved.  But 
others  may  not  be  so  fortunate  with 
these  struggles. 

So,  I am  a bit  of  a revolutionary,  at 
least  for  the  Seattle  area.  For  public 
presentation.  I’ve  redesigned  the 
hakama,  a flowing,  pleated  pant/ 
skirt  from  Japan,  and  I've  made  other 
changes  in  clothing  with  the  intent  of 
finding  and  displaying  my  own  par- 
ticular mosaic  of  sexual  identity  and 
changing  the  society  that  I now  per- 
ceive of  as  living  in  the  Dark  Ages  of 
understanding  sexuality,  so  others 
won't  have  to  suffer  as  I have. 


Beginning  with  the  intent  of 
bringing  my  cross-dressing  into  the 
light  of  day,  I soon  started  to  look  like 
a new  sort  of  priest,  and  that  works.  I 
am  an  American  Shaman. 

Which  brings  me  to  the  intersexu- 
al  movement.  I’ve  benefited  greatly 
by  reading  the  literature  associated 
with  this  movement,  and  I feel  it's 
helping  to  lay  the  groundwork  for 
true  sexual  liberation.  The  movement 
maintains  that  the  both  sexes  in  one 
theory  often  held  about  hermaphro- 
dites is  a myth,  and  realizing  the  truth 
of  this  insight  has  helped  me  take  a 
major  step  towards  my  own  integra- 
tion. On  one  level,  there  are  as  many 
sexes  as  there  are  people.  So  now, 
more  than  ever,  I can  simply  be 
myself  without  thinking  “now  I'm 
male,  now  I’m  female,  now  I'm  both 
sexes  in  one,  now  I'm???”  all  the 
time — an  infernal  and  idiotic  mono- 
logue for  anyone  to  maintain.  And 
I’ve  also  realized  that  all  transsexuals 
achieve  something  much  closer  to  the 
intersexual  world  than  to  the  straight 
one,  even  though  that  is  not  our  usual 
intent.  I would  like  to  see  it  become 
our  intent,  for  I'm  convinced  the  sta- 
tus quo  will  remain  an  uncaring  beast 
unless  we  deliberately  seek  a separate 
gender  identity  and  join  with  the  sex- 
ually enlightened  everywhere  to 
work  together  for  change.  It  is  the 
system,  not  our  bodies  and  minds, 
that  must  be  identified  as  our  enemy, 
so  I embrace  the  idea  that  my  use  of 
hormones  is  in  a male-to-intersexual 
capacity. 

Having  gone  through  a 30-year 
life-and-death  war  before  finally 
accepting  the  feminine  side  of  my 
sexuality.  I'm  not  about  to  embark  on 
another  war,  this  time  against  my 
manhood,  in  an  attempt  to  blend  into 
a gender-insane  society.  Through  hor- 
mone therapy.  I'm  joyfully  approach- 
ing the  point  where  I expect  to  be  as 
fully  realized  a transsexual  as  I can  be 
with  current  medical  technology,  for 
I'm  convinced  the  various  trans-style 
surgeries  would  only  compromise  the 
rich  pallet  of  body  electric  nature  has 
given  me.  As  my  cousin  tragically  dis- 
covered, surgery  can  be  just  one  more 
scar  resulting  from  the  system. 


I've  known  more  joy  this  past 
year  than  I had  ever  thought  possible. 
My  profession  is  that  of  world  musi- 
cian: an  East/West  classical  guitarist, 
composer,  singer,  teacher,  and  per- 
former. I've  grown  enormously  since 
I’ve  found  peace  with  my  inner 
nature.  Today,  I'm  finding  that  femi- 
nization and  my  growing  breasts  are 
putting  me  more  in  touch  with  my 
personal  life,  more  in  touch  with  my 
social  and  professional  life,  and,  best 
of  all,  more  in  touch  with  my  higher 
power.  Cultivation  of  femininity  has 
also  added  new  dimensions  to  my  art. 

Many  artists  have  discovered  the 
power  of  utilizing  the  full  spectrum  of 
their  sexual  natures  before;  lately  I’ve 
been  viewing  Charlie  Chaplin  movies 
with  especially  rapt  attention,  and 
I'm  learning.  Now,  when  I sing  a love 
song  that  consists  of  a dialogue 
between  a man  and  woman,  I allow 
myself  to  feel  what  the  woman  feels. 
Yin  dimensions  are  wonderful,  giving 
my  life  new  meaning.  I've  learned 
much  about  caring,  and  I've  even 
learned  the  value  of  crying.  Yet  when 
my  hormonal  regimen  shifts  toward 
the  Yang,  I experience  a powerful 
shower  of  musical  creativity.  I've 
learned  something  here  as  well:  as  Yin 
and  Yang  are  cultivated  and  balanced, 
the  Center  grows  stronger. 

I've  not  experienced  physical 
love  since  committing  to  hormonal 
transition,  for  my  hope  is  to  find  love 
with  a strong  prospect  of  marriage, 
and  for  this,  I trust  to  destiny.  I may 
even  find  continued  celibacy  is  my 
path  now,  and  that's  okay  with  me  as 
well.  Today,  I am  happy  with  life. 

I'm  also  grateful  to  have  returned 
to  my  long-time  volunteer  work  with 
the  ill  and  dying,  where  I use  my 
breasts  to  give  comfort,  added  gentle- 
ness and  warmth  for  those  who  are  in 
need  of  a hug  from  me.  I am  now  a 
healed  (one-day-at-a-time)  and  heal- 
ing shaman,  entering  my  own  as  an 
artist — the  realization  of  a life-long 
dream.  How  wonderful  to  throw 
away  the  chains...  may  we  all  walk 
together  into  The  Garden! 

For  comments  or  feedback,  please  feel  free  to 
contact  Mischa  at:  <mischaelb@hotmail.com>. 
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The  procession  through  Hermann  Square  to  the  steps  of  Houston  City  Hall. 

(L-R)  Houston  City  Council  member  Annise  Parker  leads  the  way,  followed  by  Jessica  Redman, 
Cristan  Williams,  Alicia  Nicole  Beckman,  Laurel  Lee,  Sue  Null  of  PFLAG  (in  white  shirt)  and  others. 


From  Gender  Advocacy  Internet  News 
Contact:  Gwen  Smith:  (888)  560-6605  ext.  491 
<gzcen@gzvensmitli.com> 

n a first  for  the  transgender  community,  14  U.S.  cities 
held  events  to  honor  Day  of  Remembrance,  memorial- 
izing 18  individuals  killed  since  last  November  in 
cases  of  apparent  anti-transgender  violence. 

The  "Day  of  Remembrance"  is  November  28th,  the 
date  Rita  Hester,  a transgendered  woman  in  Massa- 
chusetts, was  murdered  in  her  apartment. 

In  New  York,  the  New  York  Association  for  Gender 
Rights  Advocacy  (NYAGRA)  and  the  Gender  Rights 
Advocacy  Association  of  New  Jersey  (GRAANJ)  cospon- 
sored a forum  at  Judson  Memorial  Church  in  Greenwich 
Village  on  New  York's  new  hate  crimes  law  and  its  appli- 
cability to  crimes  against  transgender  and  gender-trans- 
gressive people. 

Representatives  from  local  district  attorneys'  offices, 
the  New  York  Police  Department,  the  state  attorney  gen- 
eral's office,  U.S.  Rep.  Jerrold  Nadler's  office,  and  many 
trans  and  gay  organizations  were  on  hand.  The  big  topic 
was  the  lack  of  trans-specific  language  in  the  law, 


although  many  of  the  representatives  on  hand  feel  that  the 
hate  crimes  law  is  broad  enough  to  cover  transgender 
issues. 

Pauline  Park  of  the  New  York  Association  for  Gender 
Rights  Advocacy  is  not  so  sure,  stating  "There  is  no  [case 
law]  evidence  to  suggest  that  transgendered  people 
would  be  included  under  the  law." 

In  San  Francisco,  the  day  was  marked  with  a somber 
candlelight  vigil  held  in  United  Nations  Plaza,  in  sight  of 
San  Francisco  City  Hall.  The  event  featured  a large  selec- 
tion of  speakers,  including  Yosenio  Lewis,  Dana  Rivers, 
Joan  Roughgarden,  "Day  of  Remembrance"  founder 
Gwen  Smith,  and  others.  Notable  amongst  them  was 
James  Green,  who  cut  to  the  heart  of  Day  of 
Remembrance.  "We've  come  here  to  remember:  remember 
what  it  feels  like  to  die,"  Green  said.  "Remember  what  it 
feels  like  to  fear  for  your  life.  Some  of  us  here  have  felt  that 
fear.  No  one  should  have  to  feel  that  fear.  Imagine  what  it 
feels  like  to  die  at  the  hands  of  a stranger  who  doesn't  like 
the  way  you  look.  Imagine  what  it  feels  like  to  die  while 
others  laugh.  Imagine  what  it  feels  like  to  be  so  beaten 
down  that  you  have  no  more  will  to  liv  e.  Imagine  what  it 
feels  like  to  be  powerless.  Imagine  what  it  feel  like  to  be  an 
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Photographs  Left  and  Middle  by  Vanessa  Foster,  Right  photograph  by  Puppet 


A portion  of  the  estimated  125  people  who  braved  the  chill 
of  Autumn  in  San  Francisco 
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Crowd  members  held  signs  with  each  of  the 
individuals  killed  over  the  last  year. 

Both  photographs  by  Puppet 


infant  whose  only  crime  was  to  be  born  with  ambiguous  genitals,  a feature  so  embarrassing  to  your  parents  that  they  felt 
that  all  they  could  do  was  feed  you  broken  glass  and  smash  your  head  until  you  died.  Remember.” 

Supervisor  Mark  Leno,  in  presenting  a Certificate  of  Honor  naming  November  28th  as  Day  of  Remembrance  in  the 
city  and  county  of  San  Francisco,  added  the  following:  “Community  United  Against  Violence  tells  us  that  of  their  approx- 
imately 325  incidents  of  violence  against  our  community  this  last  year,  about  18%  of  those  represented  the  transgender 
community.  Compare  that  to  probably  2%  of  our  population  of  the  population  here  in  town  being  represented  by  the  trans- 
gender community.  Nine  times  higher  than  the  population  itself.” 

Crowd  estimates  as  high  as  125  were  given  for  the  San  Francisco  vigil.  It  was  a high  turnout  for  a very  chilly  weeknight 
in  the  city. 


AT  LEFT:  Cristan  Williams  addresses  the  Houston  crowd. 

AT  CENTER:  Day  of  Remembrance  organizer,  Vanessa  Edwards 
Foster  addresses  the  Houston  crowd. 

AT  RIGHT:  A transwoman  named  Monica  (San  Francisco)  holds 
alift  the  sign  for  Alina  Barrigan,  the  first  death  in  2000. 


ALINA  MARIE 
BARRIGAN 


STRANGLED TU 
DEATH 

JAVUART  19.  2000  ^ 
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Photograph  by  Vanessa  Foster 


The  Day  of  Remembrance  was 
also  honored  in  the  South  and 
Gulf  coast  regions.  Two  dozen 
transpeople  assembled  at  the 
Houston  City  Hall  for  a candle- 
light memorial,  made  especially 
poignant  because  two  of  this 
year's  victims  hailed  from 
Texas.  Speakers  at  this 
event  included  trans- 
gender activist  and 
attorney  Phyllis 
Frye,  Houston  city 
councilwoman 
Annise  Parker, 
TGAIN  organizer 
Sarah  DePalma,  and  others. 
At  the  event,  local 
activist  Christian  Williams 
said,  “It's  a loss  of  innocence. 
As  I was  cataloging  the  vic- 
tims, for  the  first  time  I 
understood  that  there  are 
people  who  would  kill  me, 
really  kill  me,  because  I 
chose  to  live  truthfully.” 

More  than  20  people 
showed  up  for  the  Atlanta 
observance,  including  Senator 
Vincent  Fort.  In  her  speech  at  this  event,  Atlanta  Day  of 
Remembrance  organizer  Monica  Helms  spoke  of  the 
meaning  behind  the  event.  “Honor  those  victims  of  gen- 
der-based hate  crimes,”  Helms  said.  "In  cities  across  the 
US,  people  like  us  are  gathering  with  one  purpose  in 
mind:  to  insure  that  those  lives  who  were  cut  short 
because  they  appeared  ‘gender-different’  are  never  for- 
gotten. By  honoring  them  in  such  a public  manner,  we 
hope  to  bring  to  the  forefront  of  America’s  consciousness 
the  tragedy  that  falls  on  one  of  the  least  understood 
minorities  in  the  world — transgender  individuals.” 


Houston  City 
Councilmember 
Annise  Parker 
holding  candle  at 
the  vigil. 


The  city  of  Atlanta  also  declared  November  28th  to  be 
"National  Day  of  Remembrance,"  with  a proclamation 
displayed  at  the  event. 

In  the  Southwest,  Tucson  marked  the  day  with  its 
own  memorial  service.  Under  a clear  night  sky,  47  people 
gathered  to  memorialize  these  victims.  Speaking  were 
Kevin  Maxey,  president  of  the  Southern  Arizona  Gender 
Alliance;  Jamie  Carr,  past  president  of  SAGA;  and 
Alexander  John  Goodrum,  local  activist  and  organizer  of 
the  Tucson  event. 

Goodrum  thanked  those  attending,  saying,  “Your 
presence  sends  out  a strong  and  compelling  message  of 
support  of  transgender,  transsexual  and  gender-variant 
people,  both  of  Tucson  and  throughout  the  country  and 
the  world.” 

Like  the  San  Francisco  and  Atlanta  events,  the  Tucson 
Day  of  Remembrance  also  received  letters  of  support — 
one  from  the  City  of  Tucson  Commission  on  Gay,  Lesbian, 
Bisexual  and  Transgender  Issues,  and  one  from  Tucson 
Mayor  Bob  Walkup. 

In  Minneapolis-St.  Paul,  a ceremony  was  held  at  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lakes  United  Church  of  Christ.  The  event  was 
attended  by  20  people,  having  been  planned  and  imple- 
mented in  only  six  days.  The  pastor  of  the  church  was 
unable  to  attend,  but  did  send  along  a statement  which 
was  read  at  the  event.  In  it,  she  made  it  clear  that  by  recit- 
ing the  names  of  those  killed,  we  are  bringing  power  to 
our  cause.  Our  memories  bring  them  to  life.  “Our  memo- 
ries and  our  naming  are  a kind  or  resurrection,  she  wrote. 
“Their  lives  are  now  woven  into  ours  and  we  refuse  to 
keep  silence.  We  refuse  to  let  the  hatred  and  the  violence 
that  killed  them  be  the  final  word.” 


H 


Dion  Manley,  president  of 
FTM  International, 
addresses  the  crowd 
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INVOCATION:  The  invocation  to  commence  the 
ceremony.  Jessica  Redman,  (back  to  camera) 
gives  the  invocation.  (L-R)  Alicia  Nicole 
Beckman,  Cristan  Williams,  Vanessa  Edwards 
Foster,  Laurel  Savannah  Lee,  Sue  Null,  Sarah 
Jane  Connell,  Rose  Wall,  Sarah  DePalma. 
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Alyssa 

Wright 


Photographs  by  Vanessa  Foster 


Further  east,  in  Philadelphia,  a gathering  was  held  at 
the  William  Way  Center,  with  a crowed  that  verged  on 
overflow.  Coming  out  of  the  event  is  an  agreement  from 
The  William  Way  Center  to  work  with  the  Transgender 
Health  Action  Coalition  on  setting  up  a “Safe  Places”  pro- 
gram. Activists  will  be  going  to  local  businesses,  hospitals, 
and  clubs,  spreading  the  word  about  violence  and  asking 
them  to  sign  on  to  the  program.  Any  business  that  agrees 
to  be  a Safe  Place  is  basically  saying  it  will  take  in  anyone 
from  the  street  who  feels  they  are  unsafe,  being  threat- 
ened, harassed,  or  are  otherwise  in  harm’s  way,  and  will 
allow  them  to  use  the  phone  to  call  for  help  and  stay  until 
someone  comes  to  escort  them  home  or  the  danger  has 
passed. 

In  Boston,  the  Rita  Hester  Memorial  March  was  held 
in  the  center  of  the  city.  After  an  introductory  speech, 
there  was  a march  to  the  nightclub  where  Rita  spent  her 
last  night  and  where  she  probably  met  her  attacker.  The 
marchers  left  a poster  and  flowers,  then  marched  across 
Boston  Common,  reciting  the  names  of  all  212  names  cur- 
rently on  the  Remembering  Our  Dead  website 
<http://zuimu.gender.org/remember>.  Each  name  was  fol- 
lowed by  everyone  saying  “We  Remember.” 

Amongst  those  in  attendance  were  Nancy  Nangeroni 
and  Gordene  MacKenzie  of  Gendertalk  Radio. 

Baltimore,  Maryland,  taking  advantage  of  the  week- 
end, held  its  event  on  the  25th,  using  it  to  honor  local 
activist  Tacy  Ranta,  who  was  killed  on  November  22nd, 
1999.  The  event  was  held  at  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Community  Center  of  Baltimore,  after  local  police  did  not 
allow  organizers  to  hold  it  outdoors  near  Baltimore’s 
Washington  Monument. 


In  Baltimore  and  in  other  locations,  the  emotional 
high  point  of  the  evening  was  a reading  of  the  names  of 
those  killed  this  year  by  anti- transgender  violence.  In  San 
Francisco,  for  example,  each  of  the  speakers  and  the  peo- 
ple who  helped  make  the  event  happen  came  up  and  read 
one  of  the  eighteen  names  of  those  who  passed  due  to 
anti-transgender  violence  since  last  November  28.  After 
each  name,  a bell  rang  in  honor.  Event  organizer  Gwen 
Smith  addressed  the  crowd,  noting  that  “Each  one  of  these 
individuals,  and  myself,  represent  one  of  the  people  who 
was  killed...  this  is  what  it  looks  like  to  see  eighteen  peo- 
ple— and  this  is  how  many  people  died.” 

Other  cities  participating  included  Albany,  New  York, 
Tallahassee,  Ft.  Myers  Beach,  Florida,  Oklahoma  City, 
Oklahoma,  and  Cleveland,  Ohio.  A website  blackout  to 
honor  the  day  was  also  held,  with  several  websites  partic- 
ipating. 

The  various  organizers  of  the  multi-city  events  report- 
ed being  emotionally  drained,  yet  pleased  with  the  way 
the  event  turned  out,  and  are  looking  ahead  to  the  2001 
observance — and  towards  a day  when  a Day  of 
Remembrance  will  no  longer  be  needed. 

TJ  (at  left)  hosts  a 
course  on  gender  at 
San  Francisco's 
Harvey  Milk  Institute. 

Gwen  Smith’s 
“Remembering  Our 
Dead”  project  can  be 
found  online — 

< www.gender.org / 
remember> 
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Marc  Eden  as  the  god  Pan 


Jessica  Britton 


Holly  Boswell 


Medicine 
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I have  loved  trains  as  long  as  I can  remember.  In  the 
mid-1950s  1 used  to  ride  the  old  third-rail  line  every- 
day  after  school,  just  for  the  fun  of  it.  It  helped  me  get 
through  those  days  when  I felt  1 was  made  wrong,  gender- 
wise. 

After  college,  I ran  away  from  the  norms  of  life 
because  of  my  gender  conflicts,  and  became  a vol- 
unteer with  the  Illinois  Railway  Museum  in 
Union,  Illinois. 

I worked  hard  and  smart.  I planned  and 
built  most  of  the  infrastructure — you  know, 
the  track,  the  signals — and  organized  the 
construction  of  most  of  the  large  barns  that 
house  the  equipment.  I moved  the  station 
building  and  the  signal  tower.  I arranged 
for  the  purchase  dozens  of  cars  and  loco- 
motives, often  with  my  own  funds. 

I rose  through  the  ranks  of  manage- 
ment. I served  on  the  Board  of  Directors 
for  over  15  years.  I was  President  for 
many  of  those.  I was  and  am  the  head 
of  the  Track  and  Signal  Department.  I 
was  the  Planning  Director  and  the 
Budget  Director. 

But  around  four  years  ago,  I was 
forced  to  come  to  terms  with  myself 
and  my  gender  conflict. 

I sought  help.  I became  involved 
with  this  community.  And  I started  a 
slow  transition  to  become  the  woman 
I always  knew  I was  inside. 

Many  of  my  friends  at  the  muse- 
um knew  of  my  gender  conflicts.  A 
year  or  so  ago,  I met  with  the  Board  of 
Directors,  telling  them  of  my  transi- 
tion. Some  had  already  known.  Others 
had  no  problem.  But  one  director  did. 

He  met  privately  with  the  other  six 
directors,  and  rallied  them  and  other 
members  to  do  something  about  me. 

So  these  directors  sent  a lone  emissary 
to  me  telling  me  I must  resign  as  President. 

I had  no  choice  in  the  matter. 

On  a Saturday  evening,  November  13, 

1999,  at  the  Board  of  Directors  meeting  of  the  ^ 

Illinois  Railway  Museum,  I read  the  following: 

Gentlemen, 


sec 

Keynote 
Speech  On 
Gender 
Intolerance 


You  have  asked  me  to  resign  as  President  of  the  Illinois 
Railway  Museum.  You  ask  this  not  because  of  my  performance, 
but  simply  because  of  how  I express  my  gender.  Let  me  spare 
you  any  suspense  by  acknowledging  from  the  outset  that  I will 
resign  as  you  ask,  but  not  before  I take  a moment  to  share  with 
you  what  is  in  my  heart. 

I have  dedicated  the  past  35  years  of  my  life  to  this  muse- 
um. I did  so,  like  you,  out  of  a profound  love  for  the  culture  and 
magic  of  the  rails.  It  was  in  all  senses  a labor  of  love,  one  that 
remains  undiminished  even  today.  I know  we  speak  a common 


language  when  I tell  you  that  certain  things  move  us,  not  for 
moments,  or  weeks,  or  even  years,  but  for  decades,  and  for  hid- 
den reasons  we  can  only  guess.  The  Railway  Museum  is  one  of 
those  things. 

For  me,  strange  as  you  may  find  it,  so  is  gender.  I have 
struggled  as  honestly  and  privately  with  this  as  I 
could  for  even  longer  than  I’ve  been  committed  to 
this  institution.  I took  the  steps  I have  taken,  not 
to  cause  you  or  this  Museum  any  embarrass- 
ment, but  to  be  true  to  myself  and  the  deep- 
est things  I feel  inside.  I did  it,  in  short,  out 
of  a fundamental  sense  of  honesty  and  a 
need  to  finally  be  who  and  what  I am. 

I know  that  I am  a far  better  person 
for  these  actions  I have  taken  recently 
in  my  life.  I have  worked  hard  to  bring 
my  life  to  a state  where  I now  feel  at 
peace  with  myself.  In  doing  so,  I have 
striven  to  avoid  situations  at  the 
Museum  where  I would  be  present- 
1 ing  anything  other  than  my  tradition- 
al identity.  In  fact,  it  was  not  until  I 
shared  my  private  life  with  you  that 
some  of  you  became  concerned. 

That  some  of  you  are  uncom- 
fortable with  me  I cannot  help.  Nor 
can  I help  that  you  are  not  pos- 
sessed with  enough  tolerance  for 
individual  differences  or  respect  for 
me  as  a person  to  judge  me  on  the 
merits  of  my  performance  rather 
than  on  my  gender. 

So  I leave,  not  with  my  head  held 
down,  but  with  pride  in  what  I have 
contributed  and  in  the  sure  and  cer- 
tain knowledge  that  I have  followed 
the  dictates  of  my  heart  and  my  con- 
science. 

I hope  you  all  will  be  able  to  look 
back  and  say  the  same.  For  I am  con- 
vinced that  your  cowardice  in  refusing 
to  stand  by  me  does  this  organization 
and  this  institution  which  we  all  love  no 
service.  I am  convinced  that  this  day  will 
f not  be  remembered  favorably  in  our  history, 
nor  reflect  well  upon  us  when  it  is  recalled. 
V The  Board  has  today  given  in  to  the  basest  kind 
y of  undiluted  prejudice,  that  kind  which  always 
expresses  itself  at  the  expense  of  one  socially 
inconvenient  minority  or  another,  and  in  doing  so  it  has 
betrayed  our  commitment  to  honor  the  principles  upon  which  this 
organization  depends  and  which  it  is  obligated  to  uphold. 

I do  resign  my  position  as  President,  effective  this  Board  of 
Directors  meeting. 

Thank  you. 

I was  forced  to  resign  that  position  because  I ...am... 
a...  transexual.  My  vision,  acumen,  generosity,  and  years 
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Trainsgender 
Activist 

by  Julie  Johnson 
IFGE  Board 
Chair 
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of  service  did  not  matter.  I was  pushed  out  simply  because 
I had  come  to  the  place  in  my  transition  to  being  a woman 
where  Union,  Illinois  and  the  museum  community  was 
the  final  hurdle  I had  to  conquer. 

No  one  thanked  me  for  all  my  years  of  service — the 
gold  watch,  so  to  say.  After  reading  my  letter,  the  directors 
sat  in  dead  silence  for  over  ten  minutes,  looking  at  the 
floor,  while  I looked  at  them  with  all  the  activism  I could 
muster  for  the  occasion. 

This  experience,  as  I privately  told  the  new  President, 
freed  me  to  become  the  gender  activist  that  I am.  No 
longer  would  I fear  being  Julie. 

One  day  the  following  spring,  I began  to  wonder, 
why,  why  do  I still  like  trains  after  this  experience,  in  fact 
why  does  anyone  like  trains?  Why  was  I so  attracted  to 
the  environment  of  trains  and  the  railway  museum,  a 
place  seemingly  so  masculine,  yet  in  my  inner  self  I feel 
so...  ah...  feminine?  And  then  I also  thought,  why  are  there 
so  many  people  who  like  trains  as  a hobby  among  those 
who  also  are  so  conflicted  in  their  gender? 

Maybe  some  therapists  might  suggest  that  those  of  us 
who  get  involved  with  trains,  or  science  fiction,  or  com- 
puters, are  really  running  away  from  deep-seated  difficul- 
ties of  our  own  core  identities,  running  away  to  find  a 
place  of  comfort.  But  that  does  not  satisfy  me. 

And,  then  why  after  so  many  years  of  personal  inner 
struggle  and  anxiety  over  my  own  gender  identity  was  I 
ultimately  driven  to  become  true  to  myself,  to  the  point  of 
even  being  driven  from  that  activity  that  had  occupied 
most  of  my  life  and  thinking  for  45  years? 

Perhaps  I was  given  a special  place  in  life.  I was 
someone  who  could  not  only  participate  in  and  enjoy  the 
mechanical  wonders  of  the  masculine  world,  but  one  who 
could  also  see  and  experience  the  feminine,  crossing  the 
dividing  line  of  gender. 

I remember  a conversation  I had  with  my  dear  friend 
Jamie  Fenton,  also  a trainsgendered  person  sitting  in  this 
room.  Jamie  had  come  to  Chicago  to  visit,  including  a plan 
to  see  what  was  happening  at  the  Illinois  Railway 
Museum.  We  were  standing  in  the 
switch  tower  looking  over  the  museum 
site.  We  were  discussing  all  the  projects 
I had  spearheaded — in  fact,  that  was 
almost  everything  in  view.  We 
remarked  that  building  an  acceptable 
world  for  those  of  us  who  are  gender- 
different  is  much  like  building  a railway 
museum.  In  the  latter,  we  started  out 
with  a cornfield  and  a vision,  and  with  a 
whole  community  of  nearby  residents, 
some  of  whom  accepted  us,  many  oth- 
ers who  downright  opposed  us. 

After  all,  we  were  different  from 
this  rural  community,  just  a lot  of  dedi- 
cated weekend  volunteers.  It  took  years, 
a couple  of  decades  in  fact,  to  gain  their 
acceptance.  We  had  to  continually  prove 
ourselves.  We  had  to  overcome  the  fall- 
out from  the  stupid  things  our  members 


did.  We  had  to  justify  that  we  deserved  recognition,  that 
overall  our  existence  was  better  for  the  community  than  if 
we  had  not  appeared. 

You  can  say  that  we  became  activists  in  what  we  did. 
In  a lot  of  ways,  being  a gender  activist  is  not  a lot  differ- 
ent from  being  a railway  museum  activist. 

I define  a gender  activist  not  as  one  who  necessarily 
marches  on  the  steps  of  the  Capitol,  nor  as  one  who  dons 
a Transexual  Menace  t-shirt.  Rather,  I define  a gender 
activist  as  someone  who  is  willing  to  work  to  further  our 
cause  in  society,  someone  who  is  proud  of  who  we  are, 
someone  who  works  to  make  it  easier  and  easier  for  the 
public  at  large  to  learn  about  and  accept  us  for  who  we 
are. 

I urge  you  to  become  an  activist,  as  I have.  Do  not  be 
afraid  to  let  the  world  know  who  you  are.  For  example, 
were  you  one  of  those  who  traveled  to  this  wonderful  con- 
ference in  your  preferred  gender?  Have  you  at  least  writ- 
ten your  governmental  representatives  on  one  or  more 
issues  affecting  the  transgender  community?  Are  you 
making  sure  that  you  understand  the  positions  of  the  can- 
didates in  elections,  and  support  those  who  support  you? 

In  a recent  article  in  the  Boston  Phoenix,  Penni  Ashe 
Matz  wrote  that  many  transgender  people  are  less  inter- 
ested in  becoming  invisible.  I too  have  developed  that  phi- 
losophy. Sure,  I want  to  pass.  And  I do.  But  passing  means 
you  get  by,  kind  of  like  getting  a “C”  in  school — doing 
okay,  yet  not  blending  in  perfectly.  Few  of  us  do  that,  try 
as  we  may.  Only  a few  of  us  get  an  “A.” 

I feel  we  must  persuade  society  to  accept  us  as  who 
we  are,  and  we  do  that  by  not  hiding  or  being  ashamed. 
The  more  we  accept  ourselves  and  expect  the  public  to  do 
the  same,  the  more  we  are  accepted  by  that  same  public. 
After  all,  we  are  good  people!  It's  like  building  a railway 
museum  in  Union,  Illinois.  We  had  to  become  visible  to 
gain  our  acceptance. 

I realize  that  many  of  you,  in  following  my  example, 
could  put  yourself  at  risk  with  your  marriage  or  your  job. 
If  this  be  the  case,  then  you  should  be  cautious — but  you 
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should  certainly  support  those  who  have  come  out  and 
already  lost  so  much.  In  fact,  1 have  friends  who  have  lost 
their  jobs,  their  families,  and  their  children,  yet  still  fight 
for  the  right  of  all  of  you  to  enjoy  your  gender  identity  in 
peace  and  safety,  and  without  prejudice. 

But  being  an  activist  does  not  mean  you  have  to  lose 
all,  or  that  you  have  to  appear  in  public  forums  or  broad- 
casts. It  just  means  you  chose  to  be  active  and  not  be 
ashamed  of  who  you  are.  Being  an  activist  means  that  you 
are  proud  of  your  special  position  in  life  and  that  you  will 
work  and  support,  even  if  only  symbolically,  the  rights  of 
all  transgender  people  to  enjoy  the  life,  liberty,  and  pur- 
suit of  happiness  of  all  citizens  envisioned  by  our  found- 
ing fathers. 

Remember  what  I said  about  liking  trains  and  also 
being  transgendered?  I am  a special  person.  I am  an 
enriched  person.  I am  experiencing  something  in  life  that 
only  a handful  of  others  experience.  Each  of  you  in  this 
room  is  also  enriched,  each  in  your  own  way. 


We  thus  must  be  united,  and  we  must  be  willing  to 
advance  what  we  believe  to  be  our  right  to  express  our 
identity,  even  in  the  face  of  the  opposition.  That  is  how  all 
great  reforms  take  place. 

We  must  become  activists. 

Yes,  I lost  one  of  the  most  important  parts  of  my  life, 
but  I can  look  my  detractors  in  the  eye  with  pride.  And  it 
was  because  of  my  life  experiences  at  the  railway  museum 
that  I learned  so  much  that  benefits  me  to  become  active 
in  the  gender  community. 

I sometimes  still  ask  myself.  Why  me?  Why  do  I like 
trains?  Why  am  I a transexual?  Then  I think,  “because  I 
know  God  gave  me  these  special  gifts,  this  special  enrich- 
ment, to  be  able  to  see  so  much  of  life  not  given  to  most 
people,  and  to  be  able  to  learn  how  to  become  a person  no 
longer  afraid  to  be  active  publicly  in  telling  others  of  the 
gender  agenda  I so  much  believe  in.” 

We  are  enriched  people! 


Littlennown 
Facts  About 
Hosiery 


I AM  CONVINCED  THAT  YOUR  COWARDICE  IN  REFUSING  TO 
STAND  BY  ME  DOES  THIS  ORGANIZATION  AND  THIS  INSTITUTION 
WHICH  WE  ALL  LOVE  NO  SERVICE.  I AM  CONVINCED  THAT  THIS 
DAY  WILL  NOT  BE  REMEMBERED  FAVORABLY  IN  OUR  HISTORY, 
NOR  REFLECT  WELL  UPON  US  WHEN  IT  IS  RECALLED. 

— Julie  Johnson’s  resignation  statement  at  the  Board  of  Directors 
meeting  of  the  Illinois  Railway  Museum,  November  13,  1999 
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JAMIE  FAYE  FENTON 

has  been  Out  and  Proud  for  over  eight 
years  now  and  living  full-time  as  a woman 
for  the  last  14  months. 


Jamie  was  one  of  the  world's  first  video 
game  engineers,  working  for  Bally/Midway 
in  the  1970s  and  1980s  on  projects  like 
Gunfight,  the  Fireball  pinball  game,  GORF, 
and  the  Bally  Arcade  game  console.  She 
then  co-founded  MacroMedia  and  devel- 
oped the  Director  program  widely  used 
today  by  multimedia  producers. 


ANNE  VITALE,  PH.D. 
transitioned  in  the  late  1970s. 
She  is  a licensed  psychologist 
in  private  practice  in  the  San 
Francisco  Bay  area. 

Dr.  Vitale  is  author  of  Notes 
on  Gender  Transition 
<www.avitale.com>  and  editor 
of  The  Vitale  Letter.  She  is 
active  in  local  politics  and  is  a 
professional  artist,  classical 
music  lover,  and  avid  flyfisher. 


A 


Now  Jamie  works  with  an  educational  tech 
nology  research  group  at  SRI  and  helps 
operate  the  Transgender  Forum  web  site. 
Jamie  has  been  involved  with  IFGE  activi- 
ties for  years — she  set  up  the  first  IFGE 
web  site  in  1994. 


A 


TERRIANNE 

SUMMERS 

is  a retired  naval  offi- 
cer and  fired  (for  being 
transgendered)  electri- 
cal engineer.  She  has 
been  living  full-time  for 
the  past  21  months, 
which  she  considers 
the  best  part  of  her 
life.  She  says,  "I’m 
proud  to  be  a trans- 
womyn,  and  everyone 
I work  with  knows  me 
as  the  womyn  I am." 
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CARRIE  DAVIS 

is  a staff  member  of  the  Gender  Identity  Project 
(the  GIP)  at  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Community 
Services  Center,  NYC.  As  an  "out"  woman  of 
transexual  experience,  she  works  with  New  York 
City's  transgender  communities  as  a counselor, 
prevention  coordinator,  trainer  and  community 
organizer.  She  is  also  an  MSW  student  in  the 
One  Year  Residency  (O.Y.R.)  Program  at  the 
Hunter  College  School  of  Social  Work. 

In  addition  to  her  work  as  an  advocate,  Carrie 
volunteers  as  an  activist  for  transgender  and 
gender  rights.  She  is  a Director  for  IFGE 
(The  International  Foundation  for  Gender 
Education)  and,  until  recently,  GenderPAC 
(a  nationally  based  gender  education  and  advo- 
cacy organization),  and  serves  as  a Founding 
Coordinator  of  New  York  State’s  gender  advoca- 
cy group,  NYAGRA  (The  New  York  Association  of 
Gender  Rights  Advocacy).  Through  NYAGRA, 
she  has  played  a lead  role  in  the  bill  pending  to 
amend  the  New  York  City's  Human  Rights  law  to 
include  transgender  and  gender  different  people. 

At  present,  Carrie  is  the  Project  Director  of  the 
new  Transgender  Scholarship  and  Education 
Legacy  Fund  (TSELF).  TSELF's  objective  is  to 
offer  grants  for  post-secondary,  transgender 
identified,  students  who  have  a demonstrated 
ability  in  and  commitment  to  affecting  change  in 
the  transgender  communities  through  their  com- 
mitment to  working  and  being  educated  in  the 
helping  and  caring  professions. 


TERI  SUE  WOLF 

“As  a post-op  M2F  transsexual,  television  music 
editor  on  shows  like  ‘Happy  Days’  and  ‘MacGyver,’ 

I hoped  my  past  work  record  and  the  fact  that  I was 
well  liked  might  help  my  transition.  Most  accept  me 
but,  unfortunately,  I’ve  become  far  more  cognizant  of 
how  Christian  bigotry  hurts  what  I call  ‘my  kind.’ 

Imagine  a world  without  bigotry. 

I wonder  if  any  of  us  can?” 

L J 


EAVAN 

CATHERINE 

CALLAGHAN 

is  a fortysomething 
male-to-female 
transsexual.  She  not 
only  accepts  the  way 
she  is,  she  actually 
likes  it  and  and 
wouldn't  want  to  be 
any  different! 


She  says,  “This  has 
made  a HUGE  differ- 
ence in  my  life  and 
I'm  happier  than  I've 
ever  been.” 
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KIM 

SIMCOE 

is  in  her  40’s  and 
has  been  out  and 
proud  since  mid- 
1999.  A valued 
member  of  a 
Carrier  Research 
team  at  Verizon 
Communications, 
Kimmy  lives  in 
Boston  with  her 
partner  Brie  and 
Kim’s  four  children 
live  in  nearby 
Cambridge.  Her 
advice?  Go  slowly. 


IRENE  PREISS 

SRS  at  age  61,  followed  by  eight  years 
as  a college  instructor 
and  administrator. 

Author  of  Fixed  for  Life:  The  True  Saga 
of  How  Tom  Became  Sally. 


transgender  rights  at  the  local,  state, 


ANNE 

CASEBEER 

shares  the  Lambda 
Sigma  Delta  House  in 
Louisville,  Kentucky 
with  2 other  transgen- 
dered  people. 

She's  been  out  and 
public  since  '96,  is  a 
founder  of  the 
Bluegrass  Belles  and 
the  National 
Transgender  Advocacy 
Coalition,  is  a columnist 
for  TG  Forum,  and  has 
lobbied  extensively  for 
and  federal  levels. 


When  not  raising  political  hell,  she  harasses  her  cat,  works  on 
her  Volvo  Turbo,  collects  record  albums,  and  plays  and  sings 
hard  rock  music.  She  is  a serious  fan  of  the  Boston  Red  Sox. 


ALEXANDER  JOHN  GOODRUM 

is  an  activist,  a black  gay  man,  and  an  FTM.  He 
is  the  author  of  Gender  Identity  101:  A Trans- 
gender Primer  and  the  Director  of  TGNet 
Arizona,  an  educational,  support,  and  resource 
organization  for  the  transgender  community  of 
Arizona.  He  lives  in  Tucson  (but  it's  a dry  heat) 
Arizona  with  his  partner  Daniel  Goodrum  and 
his  dog,  Baxter  Bigspirit,  the  Wonder  Beagle. 


This  feature  was  started  to  honor  the  top  100  out  transgendered  people  in  the  world. 
Big  mistake,  since  some  important  people  were  left  out  And  so  it's  evolved;  now  we're 
spotlighting  those  out  and  proud  individuals  who  send  us  a photo  and  a brief  bio — Ed. 
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The  Children  Speak 

by  Zantui  Rose 

Photography  by  Mariette  Pathy  Allen 


A first-time  event  for  SCC,  and  perhaps  for  any  conference,  was  a panel  of  young 
adult  children  of  parents  who  wear  the  transgender  label.  These  brave  and  bril- 
liant young  people  spoke  to  a standing-room-only  crowd,  answering  questions 
fielded  by  the  facilitator  (myself)  and  the  attendees.  The  children,  ranging  in  age  from 
14  to  29  (the  29-year-old  first  knew  about  her  parent  when  she  was  14),  spoke  about  the 
effects  of  having  a parent  of 
transgender  nature  in  relation- 
ship to  themselves,  their  family, 
and  their  friends. 

What  follows  are  some  of  the 
beautiful  responses  by  these 
young  adults  when  asked  for 
suggestions  on  how  to  approach 
this  with  children: 


• Tell  your  children  at  a young 
age. 


• Let  the  children  decide  about 
telling  their  friends. 


• Don't  turn  it  into  a point  of 
focus.  Focus  on  the  children  and 
the  family  unit  while  you  do 
your  thing.  You  might  say  - “This 
is  how  I am  and  something  I 
think  about,  and  I'd  like  you  to 
know  about  it.” 


• The  hardest  part  was  when 
there  was  a big  family  secret. 
There  was  a tension  in  the  house. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS — facing  page:  1.)  Michelle  and  daughter  Tammy  at  Southern  Comfort  Conference 
2000,  2.)  Corissa,  Holly  Boswell,  and  Zantui  Rose,  Southern  Comfort  Conference  2000 
PHOTOGRAPHS — this  page:  3.)  Christina  and  daughter,  Southern  Comfort  Conference  2000,  4.)  Dana 


Rivers  and  her  daughter  at  the  Millenium  March  on  Washington,  2000. 
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• A slow  change  is  better. 

In  response  to  a question  about 
what  was  positive  about  their  experi- 
ence: 

• I really  get  to  have  a better  sense  of 
who  my  parent  is,  and  now  I have  a 
more  open  mind  about  everything. 

• It  made  my  life  richer. 

• I think  I am  a lot  better  person 
inside  for  knowing  about  this.  I have 
been  extremely  blessed. 

• It  is  such  a joy  to  be  here  at 
Southern  Comfort. 

A standing  ovation  for  this  panel  of 
young  people  told  me  we  are  raising  a 
generation  of  visionaries  who  are 
ready  and  happy  to  work  to  eliminate 
gender  duality.  We  are  preparing  the 
groundwork,  and  our  children  are 
ready  to  expand  this  freedom. 

Zantui  Rose  has  been  serving  the  transgen- 
der community  for  the  past  seven  years  as  a 
gender  visionary,  therapist,  ceremonialist, 
spiritual  guide,  and  friend.  This  year,  with 
her  partner.  Holly  Boswell,  Zantui  birthed 
the  BodhiTree  House,  a retreat  and  guest 
house  for  the  transgender  community. 
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r THE  LARGEST  GATHERING  OF  TRANSGENDERED 

PEOPLE  IN  THE  WORLD 

by  David  Steinberg 


"YOU  ARE  ATTENDING  THE  LARGEST 
GATHERING  OF  TRANSGENDERED  PEOPLE 
in  the  world,*’  Maxwell  Anderson,  co-chair  of 
Atlanta's  Southern  Comfort  Conference, 
announces  to  conference  registrants  gathered  for 
lunch. 

It  is  only  the  second  day  of  the  four-day  con- 
ference, but  already  conference  organizers  have 
closed  registration  at  675.  Already  the  all- 
Conference  events  are  filling  the  ballrooms  of 
Atlanta's  Sheraton  Buckhead  Hotel  to  the 
rafters.  There  is  simply  no  room  for  any  more 
people. 

The  mood  is  infectiously  celebratory. 
Everyone  cheers  Maxwell’s  triumphant 
announcement.  It  is  SCC’s  10th  anniversary,  and 
this  year’s  conference  is  clearly  going  to  be  larg- 
er and  more  successful  than  even  its  confident 
planners  were  predicting. 

There  is  a special,  powerful,  almost  pre- 
dictable, form  of  magic  that  occurs  whenever  a 


marginalized,  disenfranchised  group  draws  its 
people  together  en  masse  to  claim  some  piece  of 
physical,  social,  and  emotional  turf  as  their  own. 
It  doesn’t  matter  how  temporary  or  limited  the 
time  and  territory  of  liberation  may  be.  What 
does  count  is  the  fact  that  when  disenfranchised 
people  mobilize  and  assemble,  for  once  the  out- 
siders become  the  insiders.  People  painfully 
familiar  with  the  futility  of  being  disempowered 
come  to  be  the  people  who  wield  power,  the 
people  who  are  in  control.  At  a gathering  of  the 
marginalized,  group  norms  that  govern  behav- 
ior and  social  interaction — the  tool  used  so  effec- 
tively by  the  mainstream  to  degrade  and 
threaten  nonconformists — are  turned  on  their 
head.  No  longer  an  instrument  of  social  control, 
group  expectations  become  instead  an  exhorta- 
tion to  individuation,  experimentation,  alterna- 
tive expression,  and  personal  liberation. 

Here  at  Southern  Comfort — a polyglot  gath- 
ering of  gender  outlaws  ranging  from  transsex- 
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Both  photographs  by  Mariette  Pathy  Allen 


Photographs  on  this  page  by  Mariette  Pathy  Allen 


uals  to  intersexed  people  to  cross- 
dressers — the  cultural  bias  will  be  in 
favor  of  acceptance  and  celebration  of 
difference,  rather  than  the  enforce- 
ment of  uniformity.  Here  the  collec- 
tive call  will  be  for  full  personal 
expression  in  the  service  of  individu- 
ality, rather  than  for  personal  confine- 
ment in  the  service  of  what  some 
would  presumptively  call  “good 
taste.”  For  the  length  of  this  particular 
five-day  weekend,  at  two  adjacent 
Deep  South  hotels,  the  all-too-well- 
known  demands  and  threats  of  a hos- 
tile world  will  be  kept  at  bay  by  the 
sheer  force  of  Southern  Comfort’s 
existence — by  the  strength  in  num- 
bers of  the  people  it  has  gathered 
together,  and  by  the  power  of  the  con- 
ference itself,  now  an  established  cul- 
tural and  financial  institution,  to 
claim  unapologetic  visibility  and 
respect  for  everyone  within  the 
embrace  of  its  wings. 

“This  is  our  10th  year  and  we  are 
growing  stronger  than  ever,”  the  con- 
ference program  proudly  proclaims. 
“Party  with  us,  socialize,  learn,  have 
fun  and  most  importantly,  be  free  to 
be  yourself.  There  is  a lot  to  be  said 
for  freedom.  We  are  family,  welcome 
home.” 

The  issue  that  binds  this  family 
together  is  gender — transgender, 
more  specifically — a willingness  to 
step  outside  the  rigid  gender  binary 
that  would  divide  human  beings 
strictly  into  categories  of  male  and 
female  and  assign  that  gender  desig- 
nation solely  according  to  a person’s 
genitals  at  birth.  As  archaeologists 
and  anthropologists  are  rapidly  learn- 
ing, gender  transgression  and  flexibil- 
ity are  issues  that  have  existed 
throughout  history  and  across  all  cul- 
tures. Yet,  in  this  society,  the  idea  that 
one’s  gender  does  not  always  con- 
form to  one’s  birth  genitals — and  that 
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Anthropologist  Anne  Bolin  doing  field  research 
with  noted  author  and  activist  Jamison  Green. 


Cher  and  Elvis, 
Talent  Show, 
Southern 
Comfort 
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Both  photographs  by  Sandra  Cole  Photograph  by  Mariette  Pathy  Allen 


Left  photographs  this  page  by  Mariette  Pathy  Allen, 
Right  photograph  by  Sandra  Cole 


it  is  possible  to  actively  reject  the  gender  expec- 
tations of  friends  and  family  in  favor  of  the 
gender  identification  a person  feels  from  with- 
in— is  only  now  emerging  from  the  shadows  of 
social  ridicule  into  the  light  of  public  discus- 
sion and  increasing  societal  acceptance. 

As  any  transgendered  person  can  testify 
there  is  still  a long  way  to  journey  down  this 
road  of  liberation  before  transgendered  people 
are  accepted  as  fully  legitimate,  fully  respected, 
human  beings  with  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
that  traditionally  gendered  people  take  for 
granted.  An  openly  transgendered  person  is 
still  far  more  likely  to  be  attacked  than  to  be 
admired  on  the  streets  of  both  cities  and  small 
towns.  Yet  in  the  last  several  years  there  has 
been  a surge  of  sympathetic,  even  intrigued, 
interest  in  gender  mutability,  both  from  the 
mass  media  and  from  the  general  public  quite 
different  in  tone  from  the  sensationalizing  titil- 
lation  that  has  long  been  a mainstay  of  daytime 
television  talk  shows.  Hollywood  films  focus- 
ing on  the  difficult  realities  of  transgendered 
life — films  like  “The  Crying  Game”  and  “Boys 
Don’t  Cry” — have  been  well-received  by  the 
public  and  honored  with  Academy  Awards. 

A growing  movement  of  female-to-male 
transsexuals  has  taken  its  place  alongside  the 
older  and  more  established  organizations  of 
transgendered  women  and  crossdressers.  The 
internet  has  been  revolutionary  in  freeing  thou- 
sands of  transgendered  people  from  isolation 
and  ignorance,  providing  a flood  of  references 
and  resources  ranging  from  cultural,  medical. 
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and  legal  information  to  counseling,  support 
groups,  and  social  contacts.  New  doors  have 
been  pried  open  in  social  movements  for  equal 
human  rights,  winning  transsexuals  a place 
alongside  gays,  lesbians,  and  bisexuals  in  the 
general  social  battle  for  respect,  visibility,  and 
legislative  protection  against  abuse,  harassment, 
and  discriminatory  treatment. 

With  transgenderism  emerging  as  an  issue  of 
national  consciousness,  the  enthusiasm  and 
turnout  for  Southern  Comfort  2000  could  almost 
have  been  taken  for  granted.  Yet  the  confirma- 
tion of  having  so  many  diverse  people  actually 
together  in  one  place  still  seems  to  amaze  just 
about  everyone  present.  While  the  conference 
naturally  draws  a good  percentage  of  its  people 
from  the  proximate  South  (Atlanta,  Nashville, 
and  Dallas  seem  particularly  well-represented), 
people  have  traveled  to  this  conference  from  all 


over  the  United  States  and,  in  some  measure, 
from  all  over  the  world.  Organizers  have  made 
a point  of  emphasizing  inclusivity,  welcoming 
participation  by  people  of  all  ages,  ethnic  back- 
grounds, sexual  orientations,  and  gender  identi- 
fications. This  year,  for  the  first  time,  both  of  the 
co-chairs  of  this  traditionally  male-to-female  ori- 
ented event  are  female-to-male  transsexuals. 
“The  men  are  at  the  helm,”  the  program 
announces  proudly,  “and  we  have  some  very 
special  events  in  store  for  all  of  you!” 

There  are,  indeed,  quite  a number  of  FTM’s 
present,  a sign  of  the  warming  that  has  been 
occurring  in  the  sometimes  chilly  relations 
between  the  two  transgender  movements.  (At 
the  most  recent  FTM  gathering  in  Southern 
California  last  October,  organizers  made  a simi- 
lar point  of  reaching  out  to  MTF’s,  and  there 
was  enthusiastic  feedback  from  all  conference 
participants  about  the  growing  bonds  between 
the  two  groups.) 

Even  a casual  glance  around  the  meeting 
rooms,  banquet  hall,  or  the  always  buzzing  hotel 
lobby  bar  makes  clear  that  the  Southern  Comfort 
family  includes  people  who  come  to  gender 
issues  from  a wide  variety  of  different  perspec- 
tives. Crossdressers,  intersexed  people,  androg- 
ynes, people  in  early  and  late  stages  of  gender 
transition,  and  people  who  have  been  living  in 
their  new  gender  for  decades  are  all  plentifully 
represented — not  to  mention  spouses,  lovers, 
parents,  children  and  friends  of  both  cross- 
dressers and  transsexuals,  people  just  beginning 
to  think  about  shifting  their  gender  identities 
and,  at  least  at  the  bar,  a generous  smattering  of 
the  group  affectionately  called  trannie-chasers. 
(Surprisingly,  I seem  to  be  the  only  person  cov- 
ering the  conference  for  the  press.) 

There  is,  of  course,  a full  spectrum  of  educa- 
tional workshops,  but  education  and  informa- 
tion are  only  one  facet  of  what  Southern 
Comfort  is  all  about.  There  is,  for  example,  a 
welcoming  reception  for  partners,  family  and 
friends  of  the  transgendered,  another  for  confer- 
ence newcomers,  a third  for  transmen. 

Buses  have  been  arranged  to  take  conference 
participants  during  the  day  to  such  tourist 
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attractions  as  the  Jimmy  Carter  Library  and  the 
Margaret  Mitchell  House/Gone  with  the  Wind 
Museum,  and  in  the  evening  to  a series  of  trans- 
friendly nightclubs  anxious  to  capitalize  on  the 
excitement  and  adventuring  spirit  of  so  many 
out-of-town  visitors.  “For  many  people  who 
come  to  Southern  Comfort,  sleeping  is 
optional/'  the  program  notes  dryly,  and  it’s  easy 
to  believe  that  for  a good  many  conference  par- 
ticipants that’s  precisely  the  case.  Socializing, 
cruising,  the  acute  art  of  seeing  and  being  seen, 
all  start  early  in  the  day  and  continue  every 
night  into  the  not-so-wee  hours  of  the  morning. 
For  many  the  conference  is  a rare  opportunity  to 
dress  up,  go  out,  and  be  as  unconventional  as 
you  please  without  having  to  worry  about  dis- 
approving looks,  catcalls,  or  more  serious  phys- 
ical danger — hardly  an  opportunity  to  be 
squandered  with  sleep  or  reticence.  The  dress 
code  is  anything  goes,  with  a parenthetical  eye 
to  legal  limits  and  the  sensibilities  of  other  hotel 
guests.  “If  you  are  going  out  dressed  in  risque 
fetish  wear  or  the  like,  please  consider  the  hotel 
lobby  and  wear  an  overcoat  or  other  wrap,”  the 
program  requests.  In  fact,  the  wardrobe  of 
choice  ranges  all  the  way  from  the  subdued  to 
the  quietly  elegant  to  the  blatantly  outrageous. 
The  people  similarly  run  the  gamut  from  plain 
to  glamorous,  from  young  to 
old,  from  shy  to  boisterous. 

There  is  no  one  mold  for  peo- 
ple to  fit,  no  single  image  to 
be  fulfilled.  There  is  room  for 
everyone  here.  The  issue  is 
not  who  you  are  or  even,  in 
the  end,  how  well  you  pre- 
sent yourself.  What  matters 
most  is  that  you  be  willing  to 
be  your  real  self,  whoever 
that  might  happen  to  be. 

Over  five  days,  65  concur- 
rent workshops  are  offered, 
dealing  with  issues  that 
range  from  the  philosophical 
to  the  practical,  from  anthro- 
pology to  politics,  from 
medicine  to  fashion,  from 


grief  management  to  sex  and  play.  Subjects 
include  “Transgender  Legal  Issues,”  “MTF 
Hormone  Therapy,”  “Ethnic  and  Cultural 
Diversity,”  “Building  and  Maintaining  a Support 
Group,”  “Personal  Safety  for  Crossdressers,” 
“Living  in  the  Transwoman  Body,”  “TG  Sex 
Without  a Compass,”  “Feminine  Carriage  and 
Appearance,”  “The  Art  of  Cruising  Men,” 
“Styling  Hair  and  Wigs,”  “Everything  You 
Wanted  to  Know  about  Electrolysis  and  Laser 
Hair  Removal,”  “The  Partner’s  Journey,”  “The 
Intersexed,”  “Coming  Out  to  Friends,  Family 
and  Co-Workers,”  “Transgender  Revolution,” 
and  “Transgender  Spiritual  Activism.” 

There  are  a number  of  workshops  exploring 
the  notion  of  gender  itself — what  gender  is,  how 
it  is  defined  by  society,  and  especially  how  rigid 
gender  expectations  limit  people's  opportuni- 
ties to  understand  and  express  the  fullness  of 
who  they  really  are.  At  a workshop  on 
“Traditions  of  Transgender,”  anthropologists 
Anne  Bolin,  Jason  Cromwell  and  Marisa 
Richmond  discuss  how  different  forms  of  gen- 
der flexibility  have  developed  in  different  soci- 
eties and  different  historical  times.  Bolin's 
“Fivefold  Cross-Cultural  Model  of  Gender 
Variation”  includes  roles  for  hermaphrodites, 
the  “two-spirit”  traditions  of  various  Native 
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American  cultures,  socially-approved  contexts 
for  crossdressing,  transgender  forms  of  mar- 
riage, and  socially  sanctioned  rituals  for 
expressing  crossgender  identities. 

Richmond  notes  the  virtual  explosion  in 
anthropological  literature  on  transgender 
issues  in  recent  years.  She  speaks  in  particular 
of  how  growing  acceptance  of  athleticism  in 
women  is  breaking  down  traditional  defini- 
tions of  both  gender  and  gender  roles,  not  only 
in  the  U.S.  but  also  in  countries  like  Brazil. 
Cultural  anthropologist  Cromwell  adds  a 
female-to-male  perspective  to  the  panel,  noting 
that  anthropologists  have  now  identified  FTM 
social  forms  in  some  200  different  cultures.  He 
notes  that  stigmatization  of  women  who  iden- 
tify as  male  is  absent  in  many  small  societies, 
and  that  in  many  societies  women  are  permit- 
ted to  become  male  warriors,  especially  after 
large  numbers  of  genetic  men  have  been  killed 
in  times  of  war. 

A workshop  on  “Ethnic  and  Cultural 
Diversity”  takes  a hard  look  at  racism  within 


the  transgender  community,  and  at  the  partic- 
ular dilemmas  of  transgendered  people  of 
color.  Participants  speak  of  their  often  conflict- 
ing racial  and  transgender  identities,  such  as 
the  difficulty  of  coming  out  as  transgendered 
while  maintaining  ties  to  traditional  church 
communities  that  are  also  important  to  them. 
The  workshop  also  provides  a vehicle  for  the 
relatively  small  number  of  people  of  color  at 
the  conference  to  share  strategies  for  dealing 
with  their  minority  status  at  the  conference, 
and  for  new  outreach  to  increase  participation 
by  people  of  color  in  the  future. 

A particularly  moving  workshop,  “The 
Children  Speak,”  provides  an  opportunity  for 
several  children  of  transgendered  people  to 
discuss  what  it  has  been  like  for  them  as  their 
parents  have  become  transgendered.  Four  chil- 
dren from  transgendered  families,  all  but  one 
still  in  their  teens,  speak  frankly  and  movingly 
of  their  various  feelings  and  experiences  after 
they  learned  that  their  fathers  were  in  some 
stage  of  transition  toward  becoming  women. 
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While  all  the  people  in  this  group  have  clearly 
come  to  accept  and  appreciate  their  parents’ 
changing  gender  identification,  it's  clear  that  the 
road  to  acceptance  has  often  been  difficult  and 
complicated.  Individuals  talk  with  remarkable 
ease  and  clarity  about  their  initial  surprise, 
about  their  early  confusion  and  conflicted  feel- 
ings, about  how  they  have  dealt  with  embar- 
rassment and  misunderstanding  among  their 
friends,  and  in  some  cases  how  they  were  affect- 
ed by  their  parents’  divorce.  They  agree  that  the 
hardest  issues  have  been  dealing  with  what  they 
see  as  their  various  fathers'  emotional  fragility, 
and  also  the  difficulty  of  keeping  the  issue  a 
family  secret,  in  cases  where  the  fathers  were  not 
yet  public  about  their  transitions. 

The  emotion  in  the  room  is  palpable  as  the 
audience,  mostly  transgendered  parents  strug- 
gling with  when  and  how  to  talk  with  their  own 
children,  turn  to  the  young  panel  for  perspective 
and  advice.  Happily,  the  panel  rises  to  the  occa- 
sion magnificently,  offering  sympathetic  under- 
standing, experience,  and  impressive  emotional 


insight  and  perspective,  which  the  audience 
takes  in  with  obvious  gratitude.  Basically,  the 
panel  advises  transgendered  adults  that  their 
children  are  a good  deal  stronger  than  they 
think,  and  able  to  deal  with  difficult,  complex 
family  issues  when  those  issues  are  explained  to 
them  truthfully,  and  when  there  is  emotional 
room  for  the  kids  to  work  through  whatever 
conflicted  feelings  and  responses  they  may  have. 

The  unmistakable  message  that  the  people  in 
this  group  understand  is  how  important 
realigned  gender  has  been  for  their  fathers,  and 
that  they  have  been  able  to  make  their  way  to 
genuine  feelings  of  support  for  their  fathers’ 
transitions,  provides  a deep  opportunity  for 
healing  to  everyone  in  the  room.  Some  are  able 
to  go  further,  expressing  gratitude  for  the  oppor- 
tunity to  grow  and  gain  new  maturity  and  emo- 
tional depth.  The  session  ends  when  workshop 
organizer,  therapist  Zantui  Rose,  invites  the  par- 
ents of  the  panel  members,  who  have  been  wait- 
ing outside,  to  join  the  workshop,  introduce 
themselves,  and  ultimately  stand  together  with 
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nizers),  and  oMre  spirit  of  persoimijfcnesty  and  A 
mutual  caring  ttat  is  such  a fj^hda^RtAthar-  \ 
acteristic  of  the  eiktire  transgeftdey^rsulJRilture.  , 
“Southern  Comfort”  foIlowJEads  dfter  he 
has  been  diagnosed  witlj  terminal  cancer  w* 
unexpectedly  falls  in  lQve,  and  as  he,  hi^new 
love,  and  the  two  transgendered  coupes  who 
are  their  closest  friends,  all  deal  with  their  love, 
grief,  hope,  and  anger  as  he  grows  weaker  and 
weaker  and  finally,  after  one  last  Southern 
Comfort  Conference,  dies.  It  is  a moving  story  of 
the  power  of  love  in  an  unaccepting  world,  and 
of  the  importance  of  wholehearted  enthusiasm 
for  life  when  death  lies  just  around  the  corner. 
The  film  is  also  a powerful  testimonial  to  the 
profound  sense  of  family  and  community  that 
has  grown  with  the  transgendered  movement, 
and  to  the  spirit  t of  one  ^ 

remarkable  man  who 
A demonstrates  by 


their  kids  as  the  room  erupts  in  appreciative 
applause  for  parents  and  children  alike, 
a Another  emotional  highlight  of  the  confer- 
ence is  the  premier  showing  of  a feature-length 
documentary  film,  also  titled  “Southern 
Comfort.”  This  beautiful,  powerfully  emotive 
film,  directed  by  Kate  Ellis  and  co-produced  by 
Elizabeth  Adams,  documents  the  final  year  in 
the  life  of  Robert  Eads.  Eads,  an  FTM  mother  of 
two  from  rural  Georgiy,  died  in  1999  of  ovarian 
cancer  after  being  denied  treatment  by  over 
twenty  doctors  who  feared  that  having  a trans- 
^jflndered  patient  would  be  detrimental  to  their 
medical  practices. 

At  its  most  basic  level,  the  film  is  a powerful 
cry  for  non-discriminatory  medical  services  for 
the  transgendered.  But  it  is  even  more  signif- 
icant as  a portrait  of  Eads,  of  his 
support  community  (including 

the  Southern  Comfort  fa  ^ # 
Conferences  and 

many  of  the  current  . 

j/q[.  conference  orga- 


Photograph  by  9andra  Cole' 

% 

54  • Transgender  Tfipeatrif  #93 


personal*  example  the  possibility  of  triumphing 
over  pain,  injustice,  and  even  death  through  a 
deep  commitment  to  living  one’s  personal  truth, 
unambiguously  expressing  and  receiving  love, 
and  maintaining  an  unflagging,  irrepressible 
sense  of  humor  and  appreciation  for  life,  com- 
plete with  all  its  painful  ironies. 


If  you  would  like  to  receive  David  Steinberg’s 
“Comes  Naturally”  column  regul'arly  via  email 
(free  and  confidential),  send  your  name  and 
email  address  to  David  at  <eronat@aol.com>.  Past 
columns  are  available  at  the  Society  for  Human 
Sexuality’ s^^^vid  Steinberg  Archives”: 
<wwzv.sexuality.org/  dayids.html>.  Two  books 
edited  by  David — Erotic  bifUahire:  A Celebration 
of  Idfe,  mf  tove,  and  of  Ou^Nmiderful  Bodies,  and 
The  Erotic  Impulse:  Honoring  the  Smsual  Sdf— are 
available  from  him  by  mail  order.  Descriptions 
and  * ordering  information  are  posted  1 at* 
<wzviv .Sexuality. 09g/l/davids/  m en.html>  and 
<jv£v.fexuality.org/l/davjjfs/fi.ht*il>. 


'Southern  Comfort,”  directed  by  Kate  Ellis  and 
co-produced  by  Elizabeth  Adams,  is  in-  the 
process  of  gojng  into  general  £>u§lic  release. 
Iriforrpation.  on  the  film  is  available 
from  Q-Ball  Productions,  412  West. 

End  Avrfrne  #3E,  ^New  York,- • r 
NY* 10024;  212-475-5186. 
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or  some  years  now,  there  has 
been  a growing  tension  with- 
in GenderPAC,  and  between  m 
it  and  other  individuals  and  groups,  y 
concerning  whether  its  political 
work  is  transgender-focused  or 
non-identity  based. 

The  roots  of  the  current  ' 1 
controversy  were  evident 
even  before  GenderPAC 
was  founded  in  1996.  v 
With  the  benefit  of 
hindsight,  this  can  be 
seen  in  Tapestry's 
report  ^ on  the  first 


'Whither  Gf  AC? 

Reflections  at  My  Time  of  Resignation 

by  Donna  Cartwright 


TG  LOBBY  DAY  1998 
L to  R:  Nora  Molina,  Antonia  Gilligan, 
Pauline  Park,  and  Roz  Blumenstein 
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major  Washington  lobbying  effort  by 
transpeople,  which  took  place  in  late 
1995.  That  event  was  called  National 
Gender  Lobby  Day  (not  transgender) 
but  the  group  picture  of  the  partici- 
pants shows  them  standing  in  front  of 
the  Capitol  behind  a blue  banner  that 
read:  “Transgendered  and  Proud.” 

Since  that  time, 
there  has  been  a kind 
of  struggle  between 
two  concepts,  symbol- 
ized by  the  name  and 
the  banner.  Gen- 
derPAC’s  Executive 
Director,  Riki  Anne 
Wilchins,  has  long 
stressed  the  need  for 
what  she  calls  “non- 
identity-based”  poli- 
tics, and  has  pointed 
to  the  damaging 
effects  of  the  gender 
system  on  the  lives  of 
everyone,  including 
people  who  are  out- 
wardly completely 
gender-normative.  On 
the  other  hand,  many 
other  gender  rights 
activists  have  stressed 
the  importance  of 
remaining  rooted  in 
the  transgender  com- 
munity so  painfully 
built  up  over  the  last 
decade. 

Until  now,  the  gap 
between  those  two 
approaches  has  been 
bridged  to  some 
degree  by  Gender- 
PAC’s  work,  which 
has  tended  to  be  trans-focused  in 
practice,  and  by  the  fact  that  most  of 
those  who  do  the  lobbying  in 
Washington  have  been  trans-identi- 
fied.  But  at  least  as  far  as  GenderPAC 
is  concerned,  the  idea  reflected  on  the 
banner  has  been  fading,  symbolically, 
in  recent  years. 

Now,  at  the  dawn  of  a new  century, 
it  appears  that  GenderPAC  is  going  to 
formalize  and  perhaps  finalize  that 
shift.  And,  sadly,  I must  take  my  leave 


of  an  organization  that  I have  served 
as  a director  for  the  better  part  of  a 
year. 

It  is  not  that  I completely  disagree 
with  Riki  Wilchins;  I recognize  that 
the  gender  system  is  a prison  that 
restricts  everyone  in  our  culture  to  a 
very  narrow  range  of  expression.  But 


I fear  that  as  it  emphasizes  the  uni- 
versality of  its  scope  and  mission, 
GenderPAC  will  de-emphasize  and 
ultimately  marginalize  those  from 
whom  its  struggle  was  bom — trans- 
gender and  other  gender-transgres- 
sive people.  There  is  evidence,  to  me 
compelling,  that  this  is  already  hap- 
pening. One  director,  who  resigned 
shortly  before  I did,  spoke  of  the  orga- 
nization’s “frantic  and  unnecessary 
attempts  to  distance  itself  from  trans- 


gender people  and  community.” 

GenderPAC ’s  call  for  workshops 
at  its  National  Conference  on  Gender, 
scheduled  for  next  May,  made  it  clear 
that  transgender-focused  proposals 
would  not  be  welcome.  And  Ms. 
Wilchins  continues  to  use  the  am- 
biguous and  confusing  “gender  orien- 
tation” formulation  that 
was  introduced  at  Lobby 
Days  2000,  despite  the 
fact  that  the  organiz- 
ation’s board  of  directors 
voted  to  remove  it  from 
the  mission  statement  at 
its  May  meeting. 

As  GenderPAC  seeks 
to  position  itself  as  a 
group  as  an  advocate  for 
“all  Americans,”  of 
necessity  it  will  have  to 
speak  proportionately 
less  and  less  about  trans- 
gender and  genderqueer 
people  and  issues.  That 
necessity  is  inescapable, 
given  this  new  orienta- 
tion; GenderPAC  will 
not  be  able  to  appear  to 
be  “mainstream”  unless 
it  sheds  its  transgender- 
based  image  and  associ- 
ations. There  is  no 
squaring  that  circle.  As 
much  as  it  may  try  to 
sugar-coat  it,  Gender- 
PAC is  saying  goodbye 
to  the  trans-  community. 

I find  this  effort  to 
“mainstream”  Gender- 
PAC’s  message  frighten- 
ing and  deeply  painful. 
Transgender  and  other 
gender-transgressive  people  are 
among  the  most  marginalized, 
scorned  and  rejected  individuals  in 
our  culture.  They  are  still  often  on 
“the  bleeding  edge”  of  gender  issues. 

In  the  early  part  of  my  transition, 
I felt  impelled  to  become  a transgen- 
der political  activist  when,  almost 
overnight,  I effectively  stopped  being 
a well-paid  professional  with  a high- 
status  job  and  started  being  just  a 
“faggot”  in  a neighborhood  where  I 
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had  been  a homeowner  for  17  years. 
\h  sense  that  transgender  activism  is 
imperative  for  me  was  reinforced 
when  I listened  to  the  stories  of  my 
new  friends,  many  of  whom  had  seen 
the  bottom  drop  out  of  their  lives  as 
thev  crossed  the  gender  line. 

Thus  I find  little  cause  for  cele- 
bration when  GenderPAC,  for  years 
now  the  only  effective  voice  for 
trangender  and  gender  variant  peo- 
ple in  national  politics,  ceases  to  play 
that  role  and  tries  to  be  about  "every- 
one.” 

Look  at  it  this  way:  What  will 
happen  as  GenderPAC  drops  its 
trans-focus? 

In  the  national  political  arena, 
non-trans  African-Americans  can  rely 
on  the  NAACP,  many  other  organiza- 
tions, and  numerous  elected  officials 
to  speak  on  their  behalf.  Non-trans 
feminists  have  NOW,  many  other 
organizations,  and  numerous  elected 
officials  to  advocate  for  them.  Non- 
trans  gays  and  lesbians  have  HRC, 
NGLTF,  and  many  other  organiza- 


tions, and  a smaller  but  still  signifi- 
cant number  of  elected  officials  to 
advance  their  concerns.  None  of  that 
will  change. 

But  w'hat  will  transgender  and 
gender-queer  people  have  at  the 
national  political  level?  Little  or  noth- 
ing credible.  All  that  will  remain  will 
be  a handful  of  state  organizations, 
with  no  money  and  no  staff,  and 
some  informal  networks  of  volunteer 
activists.  We  will  have  to  reconstruct  a 
presence  in  Washington  from  scratch. 
And  GenderPAC  will  tend  to  hinder 
that  process,  simply  by  soaking  up 
the  trans-community’s  very  limited 
resources. 

I agree  that  the  gender  system  is 
oppressive  to  everyone,  in  different 
w^ays  and  to  varying  degrees.  But  I 
also  feel,  with  deepening  conviction, 
that  the  struggle  to  change  that  sys- 
tem is  and  must  be  rooted  in  the 
social  conditions  of  people's  lives, 
and  that  a necessary  condition  for 
sustained  resistance  to  gender 
oppression  is  a sense  of  oppositional 


community. 

There  is  such  a community  now 
in  existence;  it  is  usually  referred  to  as 
the  transgender  or  just  “trans”  com- 
munity. In  my  view,  it  includes  many 
people  beyond  those  who  identify  as 
transgender — for  example,  gen- 

derqueer  youth  and  all  those  who  vis- 
ibly challenge  gender  norms. 
Through  that  community,  we  nurture 
our  young,  grieve  for  our  dead,  care 
for  our  w'ounded,  mourn  our  defeats, 
and  celebrate  our  joys  and  victories. 

Without  that  community,  there 
would  be  no  Lobby  Days,  little  or  no 
legislation  protecting  the  right  to  gen- 
der identity  and  expression,  and  no 
sustained  struggle.  It  should  be  our 
task  to  mobilize  that  community  and 
help  it  grow. 

Donna  can  be  reached  via  e-mail  at  <don- 
nacartzvright@earthlink.net>. 

▼ 


“The  Tranny  Bible"  ... 
"Stunning  Intriguing” 

Over  1000  stunning  pictures 
Over  1500  listings  of  shops, 
services  and  places  to  go. 
Personal  reports  from  all 
...  around  the  world 
Intriguing  articles 
Many  book  and  maq  reviews 
PLUS 

“The  WayOut  of  the  Closet" 

The  book  within  the  book 
66  pages  of  advice  for  trannies, 
partners  and  those  that  want 
to  understand  more  about  the 
opportunities  that  trannies 
have  to  enjoy. 

Over  330  pages  aiming  to 
excite,  inspire,  comfort  and 
spread  awareness  of  the  global 
nature  of  the  transgender 
phenomena. 

Available  in  the  USA  in  all  good  (and  naughty)  book  shops 
or  mail  order  from  I.F.G.E.  - or 
Mags  Inc  - PO.  Box  5829,  Sherman  Oaks,  CA  91413 
e-mail  magsinc@wgn.net  tel.  800-359-2116 


Tratfti 


The  Tranny  Guide 
For  Your  TV  (the  video) 

Meet  the  ‘Girls’  - in  the  dressing  room:- “af 

last  I know  dressing  room  secrets  ...  and  not 
just  the  make-up  tips  ...  but  the  gossip  too". 


Visit  a ‘Dressing  Service’:- 

7 could  never  have  imagined 
how  easy  it  can  be  to  enter 
the  world  of  cross-dressing”. 

Come  shopping:-  7 was 

amazed  to  see  how  easily  tran- 
nies can  blend  into  the  crowd”. 


Come  clubbing:-  “unbelievably  compelling  viewing  that 
you  will  want  to  watch  again  and  again". 

Then  in  the  studio  presenter  Laura  asks  ... 

...  “Tranny  Sex  - Can  we  talk?" 


Available  in  the  USA  from 

Apres  Noir  - 4415  Sonoma  Hwy,  Santa  Rosa,  CA  95409 
e-mail  bdyaware@ix.netcom  tel  707-539-9740 


These  products 

The  WayOut  Publishing  Co  Ltd  - P. 

www.wayout- 


come  to  you  from 

O.  Box  70,  Enfield  EN1  2AE,  England 
publishing.com 


The  Tranny  Guide 

ru^uTLi  cniTinw  ►r  ft! 


EIGHTH  EDITION 


(the  book) 


EVERYTHING  is  explained  ... 


and  NOW  for  the  very 
first  time  on  television 
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Take  A Walk  On  The  Wildside 


TV  Bed  & Breakfast 
Fully  stocked  CrossdresseCs  Boutique 
Home  of  the  Canadian  Crossdressers  Qub 


Phone:  416-921-6112 
Fax:416-964-8824 


Paddy  Aldridge  President 
Tom  (Roxy)  Sloan  Vice-President 


website  www.wildside.org 
email  info@wildside.org 


161  Gerrard  St.  East, 
Toronto,  Ontario, 
Canada  M5A2E4 


GLAMOUR  BOUTIQUE 

West  Side  Plaza  (Center  Unit) 

850  Southbridge  Street  (Rte  20) 

Auburn,  Massachuestts 
508-721-7800 

Wigs,  Lingerie,  Stockings,  Regular  and  Wide  Women's  Shoes,  Corsets,  Etc 
High  Quality  Breast  Forms  at  the  Lowest  Prices  Anywhere 
TRANSFORMATIONS  by  JAMIE  AUSTIN 

Hours:  1 2-6  (Monday-Saturday) 

Other  Hours  by  Appointment 
Visit  our  Internet  Site  at  www.glamourboutique.com 
Internet  Office:  508-347-5758 
Fax:  508-347-2427 

Directions:  Exit  10  (Mass  Pike)  to  Rte  12W  to  20W  (Next  to  Spa  King) 


^-Sandes  fdeliorv'y^ 

Get  Organized 

Increase  Your  Production  and  Peace  of  Mind 

★ Filing  Systems 

★ Closets 

★ Paper  Clutter 

★ Libraries 

★ Packing  & Unpacking 

★ Legal  & Tax  Presorting 

★ Estates  / Liquidators  Est.  1982 


|(212)947-8393  | 

Free  Estimate  & Evaluation 


Telephone  Consultations  Available 


for  additional  resources  please  refer  to  our 


Synchronicty  Bookstore 
Publications  Catalog 

Page  84 

BOOKS  • VIDEOS  • AUDIO 
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Tap mtrrpftl 


For  the  past  several  months  I’ve 
worked  closely  in  HIV  preven- 
tion/education in  Chicago. 
What  I discovered  broke  my  heart 
and  made  me  wonder:  will  the  trans 
community  exist  ten  years  from 
now? 

Statistics  show  HIV  is  rapidly 
growing  in  the  African-American 
community.  What  the  research  didn't 
show,  what  no  one  bothered  to 
research,  is  the  number  of  African- 
American  transgendered  people  who 
are  becoming  infected  with  HIV.  As  a 
Certified  HIV/ AIDS  Instructor  and 
Red-Cross-Certified  STD  Prevention 
Instructor,  I’ve  had  the  opportunity 
to  see  up  close  the  politics  of  writing 
grants  and  doing  research  and  out- 
reach. What  I’ve  discovered  is  that 
although  the  nation  now  acknowl- 
edges that  men 
and  women, 
both  white  and 
black,  are  at  risk 
for  HIV,  people 
in  Chicago  are 
not  taking 
the  time 


research  the  growing  number  of 
African-American  transsexuals  who 
are  becoming  infected.  Even  though 
studies  done  in  San  Francisco  and 
Atlanta  show  African-American 
transsexuals  are  at  great  risk,  even 
though  the  Chicago  Department  of 
Health  recently  received  a huge  grant 
for  studying  men  of  color  at  risk  for 
HIV,  none  of  that  money  went  for 
research  or  outreach  on  the  transgen- 
der community.  In  Chicago  we  are 
still  waiting  for  someone  to  take 
interest  in  our  community. 

When  I asked  why  no  research  is 
being  done  on  African-American 
male-to-female  transsexuals  in 
Chicago,  I was  told  by  the  ex- 
Director  of  Research  at  Howard 
Brown  Health  Center,  “There  aren’t 
many  investigators  to  research  the 
transgender  community.  It  takes 
time,  money,  and  someone  dedicated 
to  investigate,  research,  and 
seek  grants  for  money.”  In 


the  meantime,  a community  at  high 
risk  for  HIV  because  of  hormonal 
injections,  homosexuality,  and  prosti- 
tution continues  to  go  without  much- 
needed  outreach  and  case  manage- 
ment. Those  who  do  seek  help  often 
find  case  managers  not  sufficiently 
trained  in  sensitivity  to  work  with 
transgendered  individuals. 

There  are  agencies  researching 
African-American  women,  which  is 
much  needed,  but  there  aren’t  any 
working  specifically  on  African- 
American  transsexuals.  Many  agen- 
cies, including  Howard  Brown 
Health  Center  (HBHC),  continue  to 
be  “white  male”  organizations. 

When  I worked  at  HBHC  I sub- 
mitted a proposal  for  research  and 
outreach  in  the  trans  community.  I 
was  told  an  in-house  needs  assess- 
ment would 
need  to 


Photograph  by  Mariette  Pathy  Allen 


Christine  Becker  L.I.C.S.W. 

Board  Certified  Diplomate  with 
N.A.S.W.  and  A.B.E.C.S.W. 

Individual  - Couple  - Family 
Evaluation  and  Counseling  tor  the 
Transgender  Community 

341  Marret  Road  (Rt.  2A) 
Lexington,  MA  02420 

781-862-6170 


Plane  EllaDorn  LICSW 

Gender  Specialist 

• Psychotherapy  for  crossdressers, 
transsexuals,  their  partners  and  families 

• Over  20  years  experience 

• Individual,  couple,  family  and 
group  therapy 

• Evaluation  for  hormones  and  referral 
to  medical  and  supportive  resources 

• Long-distance  gender  consultations 
and  therapy  available  by  phone 

• Located  in  Framingham,  MA 

• MasterCard  and  Visa  now  accepted 

508-788-5406 


be  performed.  The  problem  was  there  weren't 
many  transgendered  people  patronizing 
HBHC,  so  the  needs  assessment  would  show 
no  need  for  services.  Also,  there's  still  the  ago- 
nizing problem  at  HBHC  of  trying  to  get  the 
board  members  to  include  trans  in  its  mission 
statement. 

Maybe  I'm  in  the  wrong  city!  After  doing 
research  on  my  own,  I found  that  cities  like  San 
Francisco  have  begun  to  acknowledge  that 
transsexuals  are  at  a higher  risk  for  HIV  and 
have  made  steps  to  do  research  and  outreach  to 
the  transgendered  community. 

Many  of  my  African-American  transgen- 
dered brothers  and  sisters  in  Chicago  are  dying 
from  AIDS  because  there  is  insignificant  out- 
reach to  them.  The  truth  is,  they're  dying 
because  some  people  continue  to  think  the 
trans  community  is  dispensable.  I mean,  why 
waste  money  on  people  who  are  so  desperate 
they  share  their  friends'  hypodermic  needles  to 
inject  hormones?  Why  waste  dollars  to  find  out 
the  reason  some  of  them  prostitute  and  become 
infected  with  HIV  is  because  no  one  will  hire 
them?  Why  research  a community  many 
LesBiGays  think  a nuisance  to  the  queer  com- 
munity? 

I'll  tell  you  why!  Because  the  transgender 
community  was  once  at  the  forefront  of  the  gay 
movement.  Because  for  years  drag  queens, 
male-to-female  and  female-to-male  transsexu- 
als have  fought  for  the  rights  of  the  entire  queer 
community.  Because,  in  Chicago,  trans  women 
like  Miranda  Stevens-Miller,  Chairper-son  of 
It's  Time  Illinois!  continue  to  fight  for  equal 
rights  of  all  gender  variant  people.  Because 
African-American  transgendered  women  like 
Lorraine  Sade  Baskerville  and  myself  will 
never  give  up  seeking  help  for  our  ill  brothers 
and  sisters. 

There  has  to  be  a way  to  help  a community 
often  overlooked  and  seldom  heard!  I only 
hope  the  much-needed  research  and  outreach 
reaches  the  African-American  transgender 
community  before  it's  too  late. 


Lynnell  Stephani  Long  is  an  African-American  bisex- 
ual intersex  woman,  trans/intersex  activist,  columnist, 
photographer,  performance  artist,  and  playwright/direc- 
tor. She  lives  in  Chicago.  Her  e-mail  address  is 
<Lynnell@altavista.net>. 
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Republican.  A paraphilia  is 
not  so  widely  focused. 

Judging  from  her  auto- 
biographical writing.  Dr. 
Lawrence  suffers  from  at 
least  three  of  the  four  types 
of  paraphilias  as  defined  bv 
Blanchard — poor  woman! 
It’s  quite  difficult  to  imagine 
an  analogous  situation  with 
anv  true  paraphilic,  say,  a 
shoe  fetishist.  The  shoe 
fancier  would  have  to  want 
to  wear  the  shoe,  would 
want  to  turn  his  body  into  a 
shoe  and  would  want  to 
relate  to  the  world  as  a shoe 
and  participate  in  shoe-like 
activities — lacing  himself 
up,  waxing  and  polishing 
himself,  swallowing  odor- 
eaters.  I was  under  the 
impression  that  shoe  fetish- 
ists confined  themselves  to 
collecting,  handling  and 
masturbating.  The  idea  of 
becoming  one  with  the 
fetishized  object  is  some- 
thing new  we're  being 
given,  a departure  from 
paraphilia.  Heterosexual 
men  objectify,  lust  after  and 
fantasize  about  women’s 
body  parts  all  the  time,  but 
they  don’t  seek  out  sur- 
geons. So  what  would  make 
the  autogynephile  do  so?  It 
can  only  be  a pre-existing 
ground  of  gender  dysphoria, 
which  then,  through  hope- 
lessness or  despair  at  accep- 
tance or  consummation, 
directs  sexual  energy  back 
onto  itself. 

There’s  an  old  scientific 
principle  called  Occam’s 
Razor,  which  says  that  of  two 
theories  that  explain  the  same 
phenomenon,  the  simplest 
one  is  more  likely  to  be  true. 
For  example,  the  astronomer 
Ptolemy  had  a theory  of  the 
universe  as  an  incredibly 
ornate  system  of  circles  with- 
in circles  which  seemed  to 
prove  that  the  sun  and  the 
planets  revolved  around  the 
Earth.  Copernicus,  using  far 
simpler  explanations,  de- 
monstrated that  no,  in  fact 
it’s  the  Earth  that  revolves 
around  the  sun.  Let’s  look  at 
the  theory  of  autogynephilia 
with  these  ideas  in  mind: 

Dr.  Lawrence’s  theory  is 
that  most  if  not  all  secondary 
transsexuality  is  a type  of 
paraphilia,  not  gender  dys- 
phoria (assuming  that  sec- 
ondary transsexuality  is  a 
discrete  and  clearly-bound- 
ed phenomenon).  Unlike 
any  other  paraphilia,  autog- 
ynephilia holds  that  any  and 


all  female  experience,  from 
sitting  with  other  women  to 
sitting  on  the  john,  is  the 
object  of  this  fetish.  It  allows 
for  no  gradations  or  middle 
ground  in  the  transsexual 
urge — either  you're  a prima- 
ry transsexual  and  have  gen- 
der dysphoria,  or  you’re  a 
secondary  transsexual  and 
are  a fetishist.  In  her  test  of 
primary  transsexuality  ver- 
sus autogynephilia,  ques- 
tions about  homosexuality 
versus  heterosexuality  large- 
ly define  her  dividing  line, 
but  sexual  orientation  itself 
doesn't  reside  in  two  such 
clearly  distinct  camps.  It 
ignores  the  parallel  experi- 
ences of  female-to-male 
transsexuals,  a group  com- 
ing from  (genetically)  a pop- 
ulation among  whom 
paraphilias  have  been  sup- 
posed to  be  virtually  non- 
existent. The  paraphilia  comes 
first,  then  out  of  thin  air 
becomes  cross-gendered  in 
its  direction.  Atypical  of  any 
other  disorder  in  its  class,  it 
requires  becoming  the 
fetishized  object.  At  the 
moment  when  the  autogy- 
nephilic  would  require  the 
greatest  degree  of  sexual 
motivation  (undergoing  the 
pain  and  expense  and  dis- 
ruption of  surgery),  sexual 
motivation  is  at  its  lowest 
point  (due  to  the  effects  of 
hormonal  feminization).  It 
glosses  over  the  fine  line 
between  fantasies  about  a 
means  to  an  end  (being  a 
woman  in  the  world),  as 
opposed  to  fantasies  as  an 
end  in  themselves.  There  are 
secondary  transsexuals  who 
say  they  were  gender  dys- 
phoric before  any  autogy- 
nephilic  fantasies,  but  Dr. 
Lawrence  with  no  specific 
proof  dismisses  these  as  lies, 
even  if  subjects  have  no 
motivation  to  do  so  (non-op 
TS’s).  The  huge  emphasis 
transgendered  people  place 
on  passing  and  social  accep- 
tance is  not  about  being  seen 
for  who  they  are,  but  is  total- 
ly erotically  motivated.  Finally 
and  cynically,  if  you’re  a sec- 
ondary transsexual  but  feel 
you’re  not  autogynephilic, 
you’re  just  in  denial. 

Or  you  can  choose  to 
believe  this:  autogynephilia 
is  nothing  more  than  the  fan- 
tasies of  a gender  dysphoric 
person  that,  for  any  number 
of  plausible  reasons  (e.g. 
shame,  hopelessness,  the 
sexualizing  of  the  societally 


forbidden),  have  turned 
inward. 

Defective  research  meth- 
odology notwithstanding, 
it’s  still  sadly  easy  to  see 
why  Dr.  Lawrence’s  ideas 
have  caught  on  with  many 
non-transgendered  profes- 
sionals— they’re  nothing  more 
than  bald  prejudice  popping 
up  in  yet  another  form.  The 
transgendered  are  an  easy 
target,  and  many  would  love 
to  label  us  as  sexual  perverts 
rather  than  cope  with  the 
societally-threatening  dis- 
ruption of  the  hallowed  cate- 
gories of  maleness  and 
femaleness  that  gender  dys- 
phoria presents.  1 have  little 
doubt  Dr.  Lawrence’s  ideas 
will  continue  to  find  accep- 
tance among  biased  profes- 
sionals who,  overtly  or 
unconsciously,  are  eager  to 
classify  the  transgendered  as 
sexually  depraved.  Dr.  Law- 
rence reflects  this  prejudice 
with  her  insulting  subtitle  to 
her  essay  on  autogynephilia, 
“Men  Trapped  in  Men’s 
Bodies.”  By  recklessly  classi- 
fying secondary  male-to- 
female  transsexuals  as  auto- 
gynephilic, she  robs  them  of 
the  right  to  see  themselves  as 
women — they're  just  men 
with  a fetish.  Inexplicably, 
the  opening  lines  on  her 
website  state  that  “this  site  is 
designed  to  empower  trans- 
sexual women  by  providing 
factual  information.”  How 
sad,  and  ironic,  that  with  her 
theory  of  autogynephilia  she 
does  the  opposite  of  both 
these  things. 

Given  the  apparently 
low  level  of  scientific  rigor 
required  for  acceptance  of  an 
idea  these  days.  I’d  like  to 
propose  a startling  new  the- 
ory. I believe  transsexuals 
are  really  in  it  for  the  atten- 
tion, a theory  I’ll  call,  say, 
“occulophilia.”  I know  many 
crossdressers  and  transsexu- 
als who  enjoy  the  attention 
they  get  when  crossdressed. 
Why  else  is  passing — being 
seen  by  others — so  vital  to 
their  experience?  And 
what’s  with  the  urge  they  all 
have  to  tell  (and  often  pub- 
lish) their  life  stories?  They 
like  looking  at  themselves  in 
mirrors,  and  what  is  a mirror 
but  the  fantasized  eyes  of 
another?  I’ll  send  out  a 
request  for  accounts  from 
people  who  have  felt  this 
way,  and  you  can  bet  I’ll  get 
responses.  Miraculously, 
they  will  all  confirm  my  the- 


ory. “Yes,  yes — I do  feel  this 
way!  I've  just  been  trying  to 
get  attention  all  of  these 
years!”  or  “I'll  admit  it — I 
love  the  sensation  I cause 
when  I appear  in  my  leather 
mini-skirt!”  Like  a misbe- 
having child  the  transsexual 
acts  up  and  disrupts  to  get 
noticed. 

Clearly,  with  the  fuss 
she’s  causing.  Dr.  Lawrence 
is  acting  from  occulophilic 
motives.  But  using  her 
research  techniques,  I can 
certainly  claim  “attention- 
seeking is  the  significant, 
prime  motivating  factor  for 
many  transsexuals.  Sure, 
they’ll  deny  it  when  you  ask 
them,  because  attention-seek- 
ing is  not  sufficient  grounds 
for  SRS — but  they’re  just 
lying.” 

Who  knows — maybe  I'll 
even  get  to  speak  to  the  pro- 
fessionals at  the  next  Harry 
Benjamin  convention. 

Kate  Barnes,  a Boston-area  profes- 
sional musician  for  over  20  years, 
has  produced  three  music  books  and 
appeared  on  thirty  recordings.  She 
has  yet  to  make  a cent  from  her 
English  degree.  She  can  be  reached 
at  <katebarnes@musician.org>. 

A TALE  OF 
TRANSITION 

by  Donna  M.  Cartwright 

‘‘Seems  like  only  yesterday  l left 
my  mind  behind  ...  ” 

— Bob  Dylan,  “Love  Is  just  a 
Four  Letter  Word" 

January  2,  2000 

On  New  Year’s  Day,  as  I 
continued  the  monumental 
task  of  compressing  a life- 
time’s worth  of  possessions 
into  an  apartment’s  worth  of 
space,  I came  across  some  of 
my  old  transgender  erotic 
fiction,  stashed  in  a closet. 
The  sharp  reduction  in  my 
sex  drive  (due  to  hormones, 
surgery,  and  just  plain  aging) 
has  relieved  me  of  the  neces- 
sity (or  desire)  to  consult  it 
often;  I think  it’s  been  two 
years  or  more  since  I last 
checked  it  out. 

Leafing  through  one  of 
the  books,  I came  across  a 
credit  card  charge  slip  I had 
used  as  a bookmark.  It  was 
dated  April  1995 — a point 
on,  or  close  to,  a temporal 
“hinge”  in  my  life. 
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Five  years  ago,  I had 
only  the  vaguest  hint  of  the 
changes  in  store  in  my  life.  I 
was  in  a safe  and  comfort- 
able place  (as  long  as  I anes- 
thetized myself  emotionally 
to  my  loneliness),  protected 
by  my  routines  and  by 
immersing  myself  in  labor 
and  political  activism. 

I understood,  even 
then,  that  I was  transsexual, 
and  allowed  myself  to  day- 
dream about  it.  But  I pro- 
tected myself  from  fear, 
turmoil  and  change  by 
telling  myself  I could  never, 
ever,  act  to  find  my  true 
self. 

In  October,  1994,  when 
I had  just  turned  48,  I was 
called  for  jury  duty.  I spent 
a couple  of  weeks  going 
down  to  the  Hudson 
County  Courthouse  in 
Jersey  City  and  sitting  in 
the  jury  selection  room 
waiting  to  be  picked  (I 
never  got  on  a case).  It  was 
a kind  of  enforced  break, 
and  I brought  along  various 
books  to  pass  the  time. 

The  one  I settled  on  was 
Rebecca  Bell-Mettereau’s 
Hollywood  Androgyny,  which 
had  been  gathering  dust  on 
my  shelves  for  some  years. 
Although  at  first  it  didn’t 
seem  that  tales  of  movie 
stars  in  drag  would  be  all 
that  interesting  (I  would 
have  preferred  Anne  Bolin’s 
then-out-of-print  In  Search 
of  Eve),  I was  increasingly 
drawn  in,  reading  about 
Garbo  in  “Queen  Christina” 
and  Dietrich  in  a tuxedo.  It 
was  fascinating  and  deeply 
unsettling.  Soon  I was  rum- 
maging through  my 
shelves,  taking  down  some 
of  the  precious  little  cache 
of  transgender-oriented 
material  I treasured  but  had 
not  looked  at  in  nearly  a 
decade. 

Gradually,  I felt  the 
wall  I had  built  around  my 
transgenderism  beginning 
to  give  way.  I knew  that 
somehow  I was  going  to 
have  to  pursue  this  more 
deeply. 

A month  or  two  went 
by.  I lost  the  union  election  I 
was  running  in  and  had 
expected  to  win.  Feeling  at 
something  of  a loose  end,  I 
stopped  in  one  day  at  Show 
World,  the  sex-industry 
emporium  down  the  street 
from  work,  and  picked  up  a 
copy  of  some  ratty,  largely 
pornographic  transploita- 


tion  rag,  turned  to  the  back 
and  started  looking  at  the 
ads  for  other  publications.  I 
think  I found  Cross-Talk,  and 
through  that,  over  the  next 
few  weeks,  I discovered 
IFGE,  Transgender  Tapestry, 
the  Renaissance  Founda- 
tion, and  a growing  number 
of  books  ( Gender  Outlaw  be- 
came my  favorite). 

I also  found  a then-stim- 
ulating resource  called 
Mags,  Inc.,  which  became 
my  source  for  Reluctant 
Press,  Fox  Tales,  Sandy 
Thomas  Comix,  and  “New 
Woman”  novels.  Eventually, 
I found  my  way  down  to 
Lee’s  Mardi  Gras,  which  had 
just  moved  to  14th  Street 
from  Midtown,  and  started 
buying  in  person — a big  step 
for  me  (I  had  always  bought 
my  “fern”  clothes  by  mail- 
order, and  had  never  bought 
books).  Soon  I had  a substan- 
tial collection  of  erotica,  and 
I became  an  avid  reader. 

Like  the  arrested  teen- 
ager that  in  some  ways  I still 
was,  I used  to  keep  those 
books  carefully  hidden  from 
the  view  of  hypothetical  vis- 
itors (who  I never  actually 
invited  over  to  my  house). 
Even  after  I began  to  deal 
with  my  transgenderism, 
erotic  fiction  was,  well,  too 
embarrassing.  I could  see 
people  looking  at  it  with  an 
amused  smile,  and  thinking 
“kinky,  weird,  fetishistic.” 

Since  then,  my  life  has 
been  altered  beyond  imagin- 
ing. I have  changed  my 
name  and  physical  sex,  sold 
my  house  when  it  became 
clear  that  transitioning  in  my 
old  neighborhood  was  not 
safe,  and  moved  to  an  apart- 
ment. In  the  quest  for  an 
acceptable  body  image,  I 
have  become  physically 
almost  unrecognizable.  The 
focus  of  my  life  has  shifted 
to  transgender  activism. 
Most  of  the  people  I hang 
out  with  now  I did  not  even 
know  four  years  ago. 

Yesterday,  I dug  that 
erotica  out  of  the  boxes  in  the 
closet  and  put  it  all  out  on 
my  bookshelves,  with  the 
rest  of  the  important  things 
in  my  life. 

Donna  M.  Cartwright,  a founding 
memeher  of  the  New  York  Association 
for  Gender  Rights  Advocacy  (NYA- 
GRA)  and  the  Gender  Rights 
Advocacy  Association  of  New  Jersey 
(GRAANJ),  underwent  gender  tran- 


sition 1996-99,  after  a lifetime  of 
shame,  furtiveness  and  indecision. 

TRANSVESTITE  AND 
TRANSSEXUAL— 
THE  CASE  FOR 
EQUAL  REGARD 

by  Lesley  Gordon 

Gender  dysphoria,  trans- 
gender, gender  bender, 
transvestite,  transsexual, 
crossdresser,  gender  reas- 
signment— what  a collection 
of  terms  has  accumulated 
over  the  years — and  these 
are  only  the  ones  most  used 
in  the  last  few  decades. 
There  are  others  which  are 
now  out  of  date.  It’s  quite 
bewildering  but  also  illumi- 
nating to  tease  out  the  basis 
for  this  varied  nomenclature 
on  the  subject  of  gender  dys- 
phoria: that  is,  the  name 
given  to  the  behavior  of 
those  who  wish  in  some  way 
or  another  to  adopt  the  role 
or  identity  of  the  sex  oppo- 
site to  that  in  which  they 
were  bom. 

In  my  1995  book  Aspects 
of  Gender,  I put  forward  a 
number  of  ideas  offering  a 
rational  explanation  for  the 
condition.  To  put  it  briefly,  I 
suggested  that  the  urge, 
compulsion — call  it  what 
you  will — to  adopt  the  role 
of  the  opposite  sex  arises 
from  the  influence  of  a 
degree  of  residual  female 
brain  characteristics  in  a 
male  and  a degree  of  male 
characteristics  in  the  female. 

Are  There  Real  Differences 
Between  Transvestites 

and  Transsexuals? 

A handbook  issued  by 
the  UK  Gender  Trust  defines 
transvestism  as: 

Crossdressing  with  a compulsion  to 
adopt  the  clothes,  appearance  and 
to  an  extent  stereotyped  behaviour 
normally  associated  with  the  oppo- 
site sex. 


Over  the  last  fifty  years 
or  so,  crossdressing  has  been 
taken  a step  further:  there 
are  now  hundreds  of  men 
and  women  not  merely 
wearing  the  clothes  of  the 
opposite  sex  and  adopting 
the  appropriate  role,  but  vol- 
untarily seeking  to  undergo 
treatment  to  effect  anatomi- 
cal changes  to  make  their 
bodies  more  congruent  with 
that  of  the  sex  to  which  they 


feel  they  belong.  If  and  when 
surgical  intervention  pro- 
vides the  sought-for  confor- 
mity, these  people  are 
known  as  transsexuals.  A 
whole  technology  has  devel- 
oped to  cater  to  this  treat- 
ment, involving  psychologists, 
physicians,  surgeons,  endo- 
crinologists and  biologists. 

At  present,  both  the 
public  and  the  medical  pro- 
fession hold  that  there  are 
clear  differences  between 
transvestites  and  transsexu- 
als. The  medical  profession 
encourages  the  view  that 
transsexuals  suffer  such 
mental  discomfort  that  there 
is  good  reason  for  medical 
and  surgical  intervention  to 
alter  the  characteristics  of 
their  anatomy.  Because  the 
transformation  has  been  jus- 
tified by  such  authoritative 
opinion,  the  transsexual 
becomes  acceptable  in  great- 
er or  lesser  degree  by  society. 
Transvestites,  on  the  other 
hand,  are  given  no  medical 
or  other  sanction  (at  least  in 
public),  and  are  thus  left  in 
the  category  of  pervert, 
poseur  or,  at  any  rate,  a per- 
son upon  whom  society 
looks  with  some  suspicion. 
Transvestites  or  crossdressers 
are  thereby  assumed  to  be, 
just  as  the  name  implies, 
someone  with  a superficial 
whim  to  dress  in  female  (or 
male)  clothing  for  their  own 
pleasure,  with  no  acknowl- 
edged medical,  psychological 
or  biological  basis — whereas 
transsexuals,  with  similar 
desires,  are  taken  seriously 
as  having  a recognized  med- 
ical condition. 

I believe  the  present 
attitude  toward  transsexu- 
als raises  the  following 
questions:  just  how  different 
are  transsexuals  and  trans- 
vestites? Are  there  clear 
medical,  psychological  or 
other  criteria  which  allow 
one  to  draw  a distinct  line 
which  separates  the  two? 
Could  one  incontrovertibly 
argue  that  the  condition  of 
transsexuals  is  such  as  to 
merit — medically — the  radi- 
cal treatment  now  provid- 
ed? Further,  does  this 
difference  justify  the  differ- 
ence in  public  attitude? 

Let  us  consider  these 
questions  in  order.  I main- 
tain there  is  a spectrum  of 
compulsion  which  drives  a 
person  to  wish  to  become  a 
member  of  the  other  sex.  At 
one  end  of  the  spectrum  are 


those  who  use  clothes  as  a 
sexual  stimulant;  once  that 
sexual  urge  has  been  satis- 
fied. usually  b\  masturba- 
tion. the  basic  urge  is  also 
satisfied  (in  other  words  this 
is  largely  a fetish).  At  the 
other  end  are  those  whose 
identification  to  the  other  sex 
is  so  strong  that  nothing  less 
than  a physical  alteration 
will  satisfy  them. 

The  Medical  Criteria 
for  Diagnosis 

For  some  years  now  I 
have  tried  to  clarify  the  basis 
of  the  medical  assertion  that 
there  is  a distinct,  unambigu- 
ous and  diagnostic  differ- 
ence between  transyestites 
and  transsexuals.  I have 
studied  the  literature  and 
haye  tried  to  elicit  such  a dis- 
tinction from  various  spe- 
cialists. I’ve  been  unable  to 
engage  the  serious  attention 
of  any  I have  approached. 
The  literature  reveals  the  fol- 
lowing, as  exemplified  in  a 
paper  by  Dr.  Russell  Reid 
(1996).  Reid  sets  out  the 
diagnostic  criteria  for  trans- 
sexualism as  elucidated  in 
the  ICD-9  and  DSM-IV: 

....  a desire  to  live  and  be  accepted 
as  a member  of  the  opposite  sex. 

There  is  a persistent  discomfort 
with  his  or  her  anatomical  sex  and  a 
sense  of  the  mappropnateness  in 
the  gender  role  of  that  sex. 

There  is  a wish  to  have  hormonal 
treatment  and  surgery  to  make 
one's  body  as  congruent  as  possi- 
ble with  one's  psychological  sex. 

The  diagnosis  is  confirmed  when 
the  gender  dysphoria  has  been  pre- 
sent for  at  least  two  years  and  has 
been  alleviated  by  cross  gender 
identification 

Transsexualism  is  linked  with,  but 
distinct  from  ...  transient  stress- 
related  crossdressing  behavior. 

Is  it  not  surprising  that 
included  in  these  criteria  are 
the  patient’s  subjective  opin- 
ion and  own  wish  to  have 
such  major  treatment?  Of 
course,  in  any  diagnosis 
there  must  be  an  element  of 
subjective  pain  or  distress, 
but  in  this  case  this  seems  to 
be  a paramount  criterion. 
Since  it  is  widely  held  that 
“no  genetic,  hormonal  or 
psychological  cause  of  trans- 
sexualism has  been  found” 
(Hohberger,  1990),  it  becomes 
clear  there  is  no  symptom  to 
confirm  a diagnosis  of  trans- 
sexualism other  than  the 
patient’s  own  say-so. 

I’ve  no  doubt  there  is 
great  intensity  of  feeling  in 


those  who  wish  to  undergo 
gender  reassignment.  It’s 
difficult  to  believe  that  with- 
out this  great  intensity  any- 
one would  wish  to  undergo 
what  is  in  effect  major 
surgery  involving  consider- 
able expense  and  a grave 
upheaval  of  their  private  and 
public  life  for  what  in  plain 
language  boils  down  to  a 
cosmetic  change.  One  has  to 
say  that  to  be  in  such  mental 
anguish,  a rubicon  has  been 
crossed:  there  are  undoubt- 
edly some  who  are  so  dis- 
tressed by  their  incongruent 
body  that  the  radical  treat- 
ment can  be  justified. 

The  literature  and  many 
of  the  opinions  quoted  in 
Ekins  & King  (1995)  suggest 
that  those  in  such  dire  men- 
tal straits  are  a very  small 
minority  of  transgendered 
people.  As  to  the  matter  of 
whether  genuine  depths  of 
mental  anguish  of  gender 
identity  sufferers  justifies  the 
radical  alleviation  possible, 
that  is  a decision  which  must 
obviously  be  left  to  those 
immediately  concerned. 

But  what  about  those 
whose  needs  are  not  quite  so 
urgent?  Is  there  not  a possi- 
bility that  at  least  some  of  the 
increasing  demand  for  sex 
reassignment  technologies 
has  arisen  from  the  very 
availability  of  those  tech- 
nologies? It  is  axiomatic  that 
whatever  is  possible  will  be 
sought  after  by  some — wit- 
ness the  immediate  clamor 
to  be  cloned  or  to  be  cryo- 
genically  preserved  after 
death  for  future  resuscita- 
tion, the  desire  to  climb 
Everest  “because  it  is  there!” 
Is  it  not  likely  there  are  those 
who  have,  as  the  criteria 
state,  a feeling  of  persistent 
discomfort  with  their  anatom- 
ical sex  and  a sense  of  inap- 
propriateness in  the  gender 
role  of  that  sex,  but  who 
allow  this  to  dominate  their 
thinking,  to  allow  it  to 
become  a idee  fixe — an  obses- 
sion? Because  reassignment 
is  now  available,  it  becomes 
an  option  which  is  too  easily 
sought  and — because  it  is 
difficult  to  deny  such  subjec- 
tive symptoms — too  readily 
granted. 

It  could  be  argued  that 
effective  medical  treatment 
for  transsexualism  has  only 
recently  become  available 
and  that  that  in  itself 
accounts  for  both  the  rise  of 
demand  and  the  use  of  the 


treatments;  such  a situation 
does  not  remove  the  justifi- 
cation for  employing  that 
treatment.  One  could  per- 
haps make  a comparison 
with  heart  transplants.  The 
possibility  of  transplanting  a 
heart  with  any  real  degree  of 
success  did  not  exist  until 
the  middle  of  this  century, 
but  as  soon  as  it  became  pos- 
sible, there  was  an  immediate 
demand.  The  circumstances  of 
the  patients  in  the  respective 
cases  differ  fundamentally. 
The  medical  necessity  in  the 
heart  cases  is  obvious;  I need 
not  enlarge  upon  this. 
Gender  dysphoria  is  not  in 
itself  life-threatening.  Dis- 
comfort, even  persistent  dis- 
comfort seems  hardly 
sufficient  justification  for 
such  major  surgical  interven- 
tion. So  how  does  it  come 
about  that  the  gender  dys- 
phoria of  the  would-be 
transsexual  has  earned  the 
status  of  a medical  com- 
plaint of  sufficient  moment 
to  justify  the  research, 
resources,  skill  and  serious- 
ness it  now  occupies? 

Many  transvestites  ache 
longingly  to  live  as  women 
but  make  the  best  of  what  is 
practically  available  to 
them.  They  too  have  mental 
anguish;  they  too  have 
had — persistently — many 
years  of  this  discomfort,  but 
have  not  sought  the  radical 
solution  of  sex  reassign- 
ment. 

The  question  then  aris- 
es— does  the  urge  of  those 
who  wish  this  radical  solu- 
tion differ  from  the  urge  of 
the  transvestite  (who  does 
not  demand  such  a root-and- 
branch  solution  to  such  an 
extent  one  could  say  it  con- 
stitutes a clear  dividing  line 
which  removes  the  transsex- 
ual from  the  spectrum  and 
puts  him  in  a class  by  him- 
self?) I ask  this  because  I 
have  spoken  to  and  studied 
many  accounts  of  transves- 
tites, some  of  whom  have 
expressed  their  exceedingly 
deep  wish  to  adopt  the  life  of 
a woman.  These  transves- 
tites can  with  equal  truth 
claim  to  fit  into  the  criteria, 
except  for  the  wish  to  have 
one’s  body  “made  congru- 
ent....” They  are  equally  as 
vehement  as  transsexuals  in 
their  desire  to  express  their 
femininity.  Some  actually 
live  full-time  as  women  and 
are  accepted  as  such,  but 
have  either  had  no  treatment 


at  all  or  have  had  hormone 
treatment. 

Much  more  numerous 
are  those  whose  urge  is 
deeply  felt,  but  for  a variety 
of  reasons — family,  social, 
financial  or  business — have 
decided  it  is  impracticable  to 
have  any  form  of  medical 
treatment.  Those  in  this  situ- 
ation adopt  their  feminine 
identity  for  longer  or  shorter 
periods,  as  occasion  per- 
mits— that  is  “transient 
stress-related  crossdressing 
behavior.”  Are  these  people 
less  worthy  of  understand- 
ing and  regard  simply 
because  they  do  not  seek 
surgery?  Why  does  their 
predicament — in  many  cases 
as  anguishing  as  that  of 
transsexuals — fail  to  pro- 
duce public  sympathy  and 
the  attention  of  the  medical 
profession?  A 

Some  Assessments  of 

Sex  Reassignment 

All  practitioners  in  the  El 
field  now  agree  that  the  dis-  KH 
position  to  crossdress  at  any  B&j 
intensity  from  the  fetish  to  Eg 
the  desire  for  gender  reas- 
signment  is  a condition 
which  usually  gives  rise  to  IK] 
mental  distress.  A number  of  lg 
authors  quoted  by  King  KV* 
(1995)  have  indicated  their 
belief  in  a progressive  con-  Wgm 
tinuum  of  transvestite  be-  Ep 
havior,  with  the  desire  to  f£S 
change  sex  as  its  final  |o 
expression.  The  crucial  ques- 
tion  is:  how  much  distress  JRg 
must  there  be  for  sex  reas-  HI 
signment  to  be  diagnosed  as 
necessary,  and  how  much  is  W 
sex  reassignment  likely  to 
alleviate  the  dysphoria? 

It  should  be  noted  that 
in  an  increasing  number  of 
cases,  even  the  initial 
surgery  is  insufficient  to  sat- 
isfy the  craving  to  appear 
“authentic”  and  is  followed 
by  subsequent  purely  cos- 
metic surgery  to  alter  the 
nose,  the  larynx,  size  of 
breasts,  and  even  general 
body  shape. 

Confirmation  of  the 
diagnosis  now  depends 
largely  upon  the  intensity  of 
the  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
patient  and  his  ability  to 
communicate  it  to  (or  per- 
suade) the  doctor;  in  fact,  it 
appears  (in  the  U.S.  anyway) 
that  the  patient’s  pre-opera- 
tive performance  of  a trial  of 
full-time  living  in  the 
desired  role  is  generally 


deemed  sufficient.  Even  that, 
it  seems,  is  hardly  necessary 
“since  sex-change  surgery  is 
now  widely  available  in  the 
U.S.  on  demand”  (Billings  & 
Urban,  p.  110). 

As  regards  would-be 
patients’  histories,  since  the 
condition  is  largely  self  diag- 
nosed, physicians  are  depen- 
dent upon  the  accuracy  and 
honesty  of  the  patient’s 
statements.  Clinicians  have 
noted  that  “an  elaborate  and 
well-informed  grapevine, 
indirectly  facilitated  by  the 
Erikson  Foundation,  con- 
veys tips  on  passing  each 
clinic’s  evaluation  criteria,” 
so  that  the  would-be  trans- 
sexual is  well  rehearsed  to 
satisfy  the  doctors’  require- 
ments. 

In  the  matter  of  efficacy, 
Billings  & Urban  note  that 
“in  the  absence  of  follow-up 
research  (the  absence  of  fol- 
low-up is  itself  astonishing) 
it  is  impossible  to  assess  the 
lasting  value  of  sex-change 
surgery,  though  recent  stud- 
ies suggest  an  almost  invari- 
able erosion  of  the  transsexual 
fantasy  following  an  initial 
“phase  of  elation”  lasting 
two  to  five  years  after 
surgery”  (p.  113).  At  least 
one  center,  John  Hopkins 
University,  stopped  per- 
forming such  operations  on 
the  grounds  that  the  post- 
operated  patients  were  no 
better  off  than  a sample  who 
received  psychotherapy  only. 

The  list  of  reported 
postoperative  complications 
cited  makes  horrifying  and 
blood-curdling  reading.  One 
has  to  remember  also  that 
intake  of  hormones  becomes 
a lifetime  necessity  and  that 
facial  hair  removal  may  be 
necessary  for  many  years 
following  the  change-over. 

To  sum  up,  “In  the  long 
run,  with  much  of  the  con- 
ceptual foundation  of  the 
disease  undermined,  the 
true  transsexual  appears  to 
be  one  who  does  not  regret 
the  surgery  and,  as  one 
patient  put  it  ‘Like  love, 
transsexualism  is  never  hav- 
ing to  say — I'm  sorry!’” 
(Billings  & Urban,  p.  110). 

Transvestites  & 

Transsexuals — 

Equality  of  Regard 

It  has  not  been  my 
intention  in  writing  this 
paper  to  denigrate  any  part 
of  gender  reassignment  or  to 


deny  the  necessity  of  it  or  the 
peace  of  mind  it  has  brought 
for  some — I can  confirm  the 
benefits  it  has  brought  to  one 
or  two  of  my  personal  con- 
tacts. What  has  prompted 
my  writing  has  been  first,  sci- 
entific interest — the  search  for 
some  clear  way  to  distin- 
guish transsexuals  from 
transvestites.  My  second  rea- 
son is  in  my  eyes  is  just  as 
important:  transsexuals  in 
recent  times  have  been 
increasing  in  numbers  and 
have  attracted  considerable 
publicity;  this  has  resulted  in 
a much  increased  measure  of 
public  sympathy  and  under- 
standing. Good  luck  to  them! 
Conferences  and  seminars 
for  transsexuals  are  orga- 
nized on  a world-wide  basis, 
with  every  aspect  of  their 
problems  and  treatment  are 
discussed,  whereas  those  of 
the  transvestite  are  rarely 
touched  upon.  It  may  be 
considered  sour  grapes  on 
my  part,  but  I know  trans- 
vestites certainly  do  not 
share  in  that  public  sympa- 
thy and  understanding;  they 
continue  to  be  the  recipients 
of  sneers,  social  stigma, 
accusations  of  perversion, 
and  persecution.  My  aim  for 
some  time  now  has  been  to 
show  that  medically  and 
socially  the  transsexual  is 
simply  a transvestite  who 
has  undergone  gender  reas- 
signment— an  attitude  which 
the  transsexual  vigorously 
resists  but  has  been  support- 
ed by  some  professionals. 

I think  in  this  paper  I 
have  shown  the  term  trans- 
sexuality has  come  to  be 
accepted  not  because  there  is 
a real  difference  between 
transsexuals  and  transves- 
tites, but  to  legitimize  the 
procedures  of  reassignment. 
It  is  a convenient  peg  on 
which  to  hang  a treatment. 

Both  transsexual  and 
transvestites  suffer  gender 
dysphoria  insofar  as  it  has 
been  or  can  be  defined.  Both 
are  equally  deserving  of 
sympathy  and  understand- 
ing. Why  does  the  medical 
profession  continue  to  deny 
the  likelihood  of  extending 
that  sympathy  and  under- 
standing to  transvestites  by 
remaining  silent  on  the  sub- 
ject? 
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JANICE  RAYMOND 

AND  AUTOGYNEPHILIA 

by  Becky  Allison,  M.D. 

Since  I have  chosen  to 
continue  an  involvement  in 
the  world  of  transsexual  per- 
sons, I've  tried  to  read  the 
works  of  other  authors  who 
deal  with  transsexual  topics. 
These  books  are  very  diverse 
in  their  approach  to  the  sub- 
ject. Some  are  written  by 
transsexual  people  them- 
selves, such  as  Renee 
Richards’  Second  Serve  or  Jan 
Morris’  Conundrum.  Many 
are  written  for  lay  audiences 
by  health  professionals. 
Recent  examples  include 
True  Selves  by  Mildred 
Brown  and  Confessions  of  a 
Gender  Defender  by  Randi 
Ettner.  There  are  works  such 
as  Brain  Sex  by  Moir  and 
Jessel  which  don’t  directly 
mention  transsexualism  but 
still  are  relevant  to  our  lives. 
And  I haven’t  even  men- 
tioned the  actual  scientific 
textbooks.  All  these  works 
are  very  helpful  for  most  of 
us,  and  are  recommended 
reading. 


And  then  there’s  Janice 
Raymond. 

Janice  G.  Raymond, 
Ph.D.,  was  an  assistant  pro- 
fessor of  women’s  studies 
and  medical  ethics  at  Hamp- 
shire College  in  Massa- 
chusetts in  1979.  She  is  a 
self-described  lesbian  femi- 
nist and  she  harbors  an 
unconcealed  loathing  for 
transsexual  persons  and  the 
medical  professionals  who 
treat  them.  This  hatred  is 
rampant  in  her  book.  The 
Transsexual  Empire,  pub- 
lished in  1979  and  re- 
released  in  1994.  The  book  is 
a disjointed  rant,  with  much 
misinformation,  inaccurate 
conclusions,  and  blind  preju- 
dice which  leads  to  complete 
intolerance.  I feel  dirty  after 
reading  it,  and  I wonder 
what  sort  of  bad  experience 
Raymond  had  at  the  hands 
of  a transsexual  person  to 
inspire  such  venom. 

There  are  no  good  men 
in  Raymond’s  world.  Men 
are  totally  testosterone  toxic, 
including  the  physicians  and 
surgeons  who  enable  trans- 
sexuals to  invade  women’s 
space.  Even  the  sensitive, 
caring  men  are  pilloried: 

All  men  and  male-defined  realities 
are  not  blatantly  macho  or  mas- 
culinist.  Many  Indeed  are  gentle, 
nurturing,  feeling,  and  sensitive, 
which,  of  course,  have  been  the 
more  positive  qualities  that  are 
associated  with  stereotypical  femi- 
ninity.... The  androgynous  man  and 
the  transsexually  constructed  les- 
bian-feminist deceive  women  in 
much  the  same  way,  for  they  lure 
women  into  believing  that  they  are 
truly  one  of  us... 

And  to  Raymond,  all 
male-to-female  transsexuals 
are  men.  She  uses  the  male 
pronouns  exclusively  to 
refer  to  us.  We  are  called 
“she-males”  or  “male-to-con- 
structed-females.”  She  quotes 
selectively  from  Sister,  a West 
Coast  lesbian  publication, 
with  derogatory  articles 
about  male-to-female  trans- 
sexuals and  the  letters  of 
angry  reaction  inspired  by 
those  articles.  She  quotes  the 
very  early  literature — John 
Money,  Charles  Ihlenfeld, 
Robert  Stoller — out  of  con- 
text to  support  her  views. 
It’s  a mean-spirited,  hateful 
piece  of  work. 

But  I found  myself 
going  back  and  reading 
Empire  again  recently  and 
wondering  if  some  of  her 
ideas  find  more  application 
now  than  they  did  in  1979. 
My  motivation  was  the 


recent  essav  bv  Dr.  Anne 
Lawrence  on  her  web  site, 
"Men  Trapped  In  Men's 
Bodies:  An  Introduction  to 
the  Concept  of  Autogvn- 
ephilia." 

Let  me  state  quickly  that 
I'm  not  writing  to  disparage 
Dr.  Lawrence.  She  puts  a 
great  deal  of  time  and  effort 
into  her  writings,  and  un- 
doubtedly has  been  helpful 
to  a great  many  people.  But 
she  and  1 see  the  world  from 
different  points  of  view  on 
most  subjects. 

Bear  with  me  as  we  look 
at  a few  quotes  from 
"...Autogynephilia." 

What  force  is  powerful  enough  to 
make  us  give  up  our  whole  place  in 
the  world:  to  make  us  risk  estrange- 
ment from  our  families,  loss  of  our 
jobs,  and  rejection  by  our  friends?  I 
know  of  only  one  force  that  power- 
ful. To  see  that  force  in  action — and 
its  ability  to  make  otherwise  pru- 
dent souls  throw  caution  to  the 
wind — one  need  look  no  further 
than  to  the  current  American 
President.  The  force  in  question  is 
one  designed  by  nature  to  be  terrif- 
ically powerful,  because  it  is  neces- 
sary to  ensure  the  survival  of  our 
species.  That  force  is,  of  course, 
sexual  desire. 

Really?  Certainly  it’s 
true  for  the  President,  a 
testo-saturated  alpha  male. 
But  it's  not  true  for  me  or  for 
most  of  the  transitioned  per- 
sons I know.  That  force  is,  of 
course,  inner  personal  iden- 
tity. 

I gave  up  my  entire  for- 
mer life  to  be  true  to  my 
inner  personal  identity.  I 
could  not  live  in  the  male 
role  any  longer.  Death  would 
have  been  preferable  to  liv- 
ing out  my  days  as  a male.  I 
gave  up  family,  friends,  and 
professional  position.  I 
wouldn't  do  it  differently  if  I 
had  it  to  do  over. 

But  for  sexual  desire? 
I'm  sorry,  but  I wouldn't 
give  up  anything  for  sexual 
desire.  It’s  not  worth  it.  I 
would  not  have  lost  my  fam- 
ily or  my  job.  Sexual  desire 
can  be  suppressed  without 
one's  life  becoming  desper- 
ate. At  least  for  me  it  can. 

The  term  autogynephil- 
ia was  coined  in  1989  by  Ray 
Blanchard,  a clinical  psy- 
chologist at  the  Clarke  Instit- 
ute of  Psychiatry  in  Toronto. 
He  defined  autogynephilia 
as  “the  propensity  to  be  sex- 
ually aroused  by  the  thought 
or  image  of  oneself  as  a 
woman.”  Blanchard  hypoth- 
esized that  there  are  two  fun- 
damentally different  types  of 
gender  dysphoric  males: 


those  who  are  exclusively  or 
almost  exclusively  aroused 
by  men,  i.e.,  who  are  andro- 
philic;  and  all  the  rest,  who, 
as  it  turns  out,  are  primarily 
aroused  by  the  idea  of  being 
women,  i.e.,  who  are  autogy- 
nephilic. 

The  Clarke  Institute  is 
rather  notorious  among 
transsexuals.  Their  lengthy 
requirements  for  crossliving 
before  hormones,  much  less 
surgery,  seem  designed  to 
produce  a high  failure  rate. 
Many  members  of  the  Harry 
Benjamin  Association  regard 
them  as  reactionary. 

Blanchard  characterized 
transsexuals  as  “homosexu- 
al,” meaning  those  who  were 
attracted  to  men  from  an 
early  age,  and  “heterosexu- 
al,” including  those  who 
married  women  and  tried  to 
live  the  role  of  a husband. 
It's  interesting  that  his  classi- 
fication implies  a primary 
male  identification  for  male- 
to-female  transsexuals.  This 
indicates  to  me  Blanchard’s 
bias  against  transsexuals,  his 
lack  of  compassion.  We  are 
research  subjects  to  him;  he 
gives  no  importance  to  our 
personal  identities. 

Lawrence  quotes  Blan- 
chard’s theory  of  autogy- 
nephilia as  follows: 

Autogynephilia  takes  a variety  of 
forms.  Some  men  are  most  aroused 
sexually  by  the  idea  of  wearing 
women's  clothes,  and  they  are  pri- 
marily interested  in  wearing 
women’s  clothes.  Some  men  are 
most  aroused  sexually  by  the  idea 
of  having  a woman’s  body,  and  they 
are  most  interested  in  acquiring  a 
woman's  body.  Viewed  in  this  light, 
the  desire  for  sex  reassignment 
surgery  of  the  latter  group  appears 
as  logical  as  the  desire  of  hetero- 
sexual men  to  marry  wives,  the 
desire  of  homosexual  men  to  estab- 
lish permanent  relationships  with 
male  partners,  and  perhaps  the 
desire  of  other  paraphilic  men  to 
bond  with  their  paraphilic  objects  in 
ways  no  one  has  thought  to 
observe. 

And  gives  her  opinion 
of  the  theory: 

I consider  this  to  be  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  and  insightful  analyses  in 
the  entire  clinical  literature  devoted 
to  transsexuality. 

Ray  Blanchard's  conclu- 
sions were  based  on  a study 
of  200  males  who  identified 
as  gender  dysphoric,  but 
none  of  the  200  had  even 
undergone  transition  at  the 
time  of  the  study.  I think  it’s 
reasonable  to  interpret  the 
statement  “had  not  under- 
gone transition”  to  mean 
they  were  living  full  time  as 
men.  This  is  hardly  a group 


to  which  accurate  compar- 
isons to  transitioned  trans- 
sexuals can  be  made.  It's 
quite  possible  many  of  these 
men  never  transitioned,  and 
were  reporting  their  own 
unrealized  fantasies.  We 
don't  know. 

Lawrence  began  a study 
of  her  own  by  asking  ques- 
tions of  postoperative  trans- 
women attendees  of  the  1996 
and  1998  New  Woman  Con- 
ference. The  numbers  were 
small:  eleven  in  1996  and 
thirteen  iiv  1998  (with  some 
overlap).  In  this  small  sam- 
ple she  found  that  about  half 
the  women  reported  that 
self-feminization  was  their 
primary  erotic  fantasy  prior 
to  surgery. 

Aside  from  the  small 
numbers,  the  New  Woman 
Conference  is  remarkable 
mainly  for  its  emphasis  on 
sexuality  and  eroticism. 
Attendees  are  encouraged  to 
bring  their  favorite  toys,  and 
workshops  are  available  on 
autoeroticism.  Again,  it’s  a 
skewed  study  population  for 
an  objective  analysis.  [I'll 
say!  1 attended  the  second 
NWC,  back  in  1992.  1 put  in  a 
quick  appearance  in  the  hot  tub 
to  prove  my  post-op  credentials, 
and  got  quickly  out  to  avoid 
participating  in  the  group 
grope — Ed./ 

The  remainder  of  the 
essay  deals  with  the  feeling 
that  autogynephilia  has  been 
considered  less  than  respect- 
able, a paraphilia,  or  an 
inadequate  reason  for  pursu- 
ing transition  or  SRS. 
Lawrence  closes  with  an 
appeal  for  other  autogy- 
nephilic  transsexuals  to 
write  her,  and  her  web  site 
indicates  that  a number  of 
persons  have  written  her 
expressing  similar  feelings. 

Certainly,  persons  who 
have  such  feelings  need  to 
have  validation  of  their  sta- 
tus, and  it’s  always  reassur- 
ing to  know  that  there  are 
others  who  share  the  same 
experience.  But  other  people 
have  read  the  essay  also, 
including  Blanchard’s  phrase 
“all  the  rest”  which  indicates 
that  all  late-transition  trans- 
sexuals are  autogynephilic. 
Some  of  them  write  to  me: 

Before,  I felt  that  I needed  to  transi- 
tion because  I was,  at  my  core,  a 
woman — someone  I could  respect. 
Now  I feel  as  if  I’m  really  just  a guy 
with  a paraphilia — a weird  sexual 
turn-on — and  I have  lost  all  respect 
for  myself. 


I know  that  I would  never  have  con- 
sidered transition  were  this  given  as 
a primary  reason  behind  my  own 
needs.  I would  have  died  first. 

I feel  like  I’ve  spent  the  last  18 
months  in  therapy  finally  coming  to 
terms  with  who  and  what  I am,  and 
accepting  what  I need  to  do,  only  to 
find  I’ve  traveled  2000  miles  down  a 
dead-end  road  to  find  a sign  that 
says  “April  Fools!  You  get  to  start  all 
over  again  accepting  yourself!” 

It  was  very  disturbing  to  me  to  real- 
ize that  many  transsexuals,  who  like 
me  have  not  held  sexual  arousal  as 
a primary  cause  for  our  transition, 
are  reading  this  essay  and  having 
doubts  about  the  legitimacy  of  their 
transition. 

Lawrence’s  response  to 
these  persons,  as  stated  in 
“Frequently  Asked  Ques- 
tions #26,”  is: 

I believe  that  persons  who  find  the 
concept  of  autogynephilia  greatly 
upsetting  should  consider  dis- 
cussing their  feelings  with  a quali- 
fied gender  therapist,  or  with  a 
sympathetic  friend  or  peer  coun- 
selor. 

I would  expect  that 
many  persons  who  are  dis- 
turbed by  the  autogynephil- 
ia hypothesis  are  persons 
who  already  have  a standing 
relationship  with  a coun- 
selor or  gender  therapist. 
They  have  already  accepted 
the  reasons  for  their  transi- 
tion— reasons  which  may  or 
may  not  include  “sex”  as  one 
of  many  components.  I 
would  imagine  they  will  not 
agree  with  the  idea  that  they 
need  to  redirect  their  thera- 
py to  incorporate  a hypothe- 
sis which  does  not  fit  their 
life  experience. 

In  fairness,  Lawrence 
does  say  “there  are  excep- 
tions” to  the  generalization 
that  most  late-transition 
transsexuals  are  autogy- 
nephilic. The  implication 
remains  that  the  majority  do 
fit  this  category. 

Maybe  that’s  correct. 

I do  think  that  classic 
transsexuals — ’’women  trapped 
in  men’s  bodies” — are  a very 
small  minority  among  trans- 
gendered  folk.  The  usually 
quoted  percentages  (one  in 
10,000  who  are  transsexuals 
as  compared  to  one  in  100 
males  who  crossdress)  sug- 
gest such.  Where  the  autogy- 
nephilic transsexual  falls  in 
terms  of  numbers,  no  one 
can  yet  say. 

It’s  apparent  now  to  me 
that  those  of  us  who  call  our- 
selves transsexual  are  a 
diverse  group.  Janice  Ray- 
mond even  alludes  to  this  in 
Empire  as  she  quotes  re- 
searcher John  Randell: 
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Typical  comments  after  the  opera- 
tion included  feelings  of  deep  satis- 
faction at  having  achieved,  as  they 
felt,  a true  female  status....  They 
began  to  think  of  themselves  as 
women  rather  than  as  disabled 
males....  Acceptance  as  women  by 
other  women  and  by  the  world  at 
large  was  their  ultimate  satisfaction. 
The  possession  of  a female  vulva 
was  of  secondary  importance  to 
this.  — p.  138 

This  seems  to  describe 
the  “classical”  transsexual. 
Raymond,  of  course,  consid- 
ers this  group  “disabled 
males”  just  as  she  does  all 
male-to-female  transsexuals. 

And  on  page  30  of 
Empire,  Raymond  is  describ- 
ing a different  group: 

Men  have  always  fetishized 
women’s  genitals.  Breasts,  legs, 
buttocks  are  all  parts  of  a cultural 
fixation  that  reduces  women  not 
even  to  a whole  objectified  nude 
body  but  rather  to  fetishized  parts 
of  the  female  torso....  Trans- 
sexualism is  thus  the  ultimate,  and 
we  might  even  say  the  logical,  con- 
clusion of  male  possession  of 
women  in  a patriarchal  society. 
Literally,  men  here  possess  women. 

It's  probable  that  the 
division  of  persons  who  con- 
sider themselves  transsexu- 
als into  only  two  groups  is 
an  inadequate  description  of 
what  may  be  multiple 
groups,  or  a spectrum  of 
degrees  of  importance  of 
sexuality  to  the  transition 
imperative.  Even  if  it  is  over- 
simplification, I believe  most 
persons  will  primarily  iden- 
tify with  one  or  the  other  end 
of  the  spectrum:  eroticism  or 
inner  identity.  Hence  I refer 
to  “two  groups.” 

Although  we  see  dis- 
tinct differences  in  the  two 

▼ groups  of  persons  who  con- 
sider themselves  transsexu- 
al, there  seem  to  be  some 
common  features.  Some 
autogynephilic  persons  are 
sexually  attracted  to  men, 
and  some  classical  transsex- 
uals consider  themselves  les- 
bians. 

Sexual  orientation  is  not 
a predictor  of  whether  a 
transsexual  person  is  autog- 
ynephilic. The  easy  assump- 
tion is  to  consider  early- 
transition  persons,  who  have 
always  been  attracted  to 
men  (Blanchard's  "homosex- 
ual” category)  as  one  group 
and  the  late-transition  per- 
sons as  attracted  to  women 
or  bisexual.  But  many  late- 
transition  transsexuals  do 
find  their  sexual  attraction  to 
men  is  only  recognized  after 
transition. 

One  of  my  friends 
explains  it  this  way: 


There’s  something  much  more 
“male:  about  male-male  sex  (vis-a- 
vis  male/female  or  female/male),  to 
state  the  not-so-obvious.  Het  sex 
for  a self-denying  m-f  pretransition- 
ite  is  often  an  escape  because  he 
can  subsume  his  identity  in  the  two- 
backed  beast,  one  half  of  which  is 
certifiably  female.  In  a male-male 
encounter  that  fantasy  doesn’t 
work.  And  that  is  one  reason  why 
there  are  so  many  soi-disant  TS’s 
who  seem  to  have  been  active  het- 
erosexual men. 

I think  this  describes 
many  classical  transsexuals 
who,  despite  having  been 
married  to  women,  have  no 
post-transition  attraction  to 
women.  It’s  a good  descrip- 
tion of  my  own  feelings.  I 
never  considered  living  in  a 
gay  male  relationship;  it 
never  had  any  appeal  at  all 
for  me.  After  transition, 
however,  my  feelings  have 
become  those  of  a heterosex- 
ual woman:  interested  in 
men  as  a woman. 

Another  important  issue 
which  needs  to  be  clarified 
concerns  autoeroticism.  One 
might  suppose  that  a history 
of  sexual  arousal  with  fan- 
tasies of  feminization  would 
mandate  a diagnosis  of  auto- 
gynephilia.  But  the  situation 
is  more  complex. 

A classical  transsexual 
can  have  sexual  fantasies 
also,  and  will  sometimes 
relieve  the  tension  created  by 
these  fantasies.  The  sex  drive 
is  a secondary  objective,  not 
to  be  compared  with  the  all- 
powerful  force  of  sexual 
desire  described  by  Law- 
rence. 

I propose  two  ways  to 
help  clarify  the  difference 
between  classical  and  autog- 
ynephilic transsexuals.  The 
first  was  a thought  I pro- 
posed to  a group  of  my 
friends  who  were  recently 
discussing  the  subject  on  a 
mailing  list. 

If  the  grantor-of-wishes 
said  to  me,”You  will  become 
a woman  and  live  success- 
fully in  society  for  the  rest  of 
your  life,  but  you  will  never 
have  another  sexual  or- 
gasm,” it  wouldn't  have 
made  one  iota  of  difference. 
I’d  have  still  transitioned. 
For  me,  peace  and  fulfill- 
ment were  indeed  about 
being  Rebecca  and  not  being 
“him.” 

I can  summarize  the 
second  exercise,  a strictly 
rhetorical  question,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Suppose  you  have  only 
two  choices:  First,  you  can 
live  successfully  as  a 
woman,  but  you  cannot 


have  SRS.  Second,  you  can 
have  SRS  and  therefore  nor- 
mal female  anatomy,  but 
you  must  continue  to  live  as 
a man.  Which  choice  would 
you  make? 

Most  classical  transsex- 
uals would  make  the  first 
choice.  While  we  certainly 
desired  SRS,  it  was  even 
more  important  to  have  a 
woman’s  life  and  role.  An 
autogynephilic  person 
might  well  choose  feminiza- 
tion of  the  body  as  more 
important  than  the  role 
change. 

At  the  risk  of  being  mis- 
understood, I will  state  my 
belief  that  there  are  major 
differences  in  the  two 
groups.  The  emphasis  of 
autogynephiles  on  sexual 
desire  raises  comparisons 
with  the  condition  some- 
times called  “transvestic 
fetishism.”  Can  a crossdress- 
er pursue  transition,  realiz- 
ing that  prolonged  hormonal 
treatment  may  significantly 
reduce  sexual  desire,  or  that 
sex  reassignment  surgery 
permanently  changes  the 
nature  of  one’s  sexual 
responsiveness?  Are  autogy- 
nephiles “advanced  cross- 
dressers” who  have  taken 
their  dreams  to  another  level 
and  are  living  their  ultimate 
fantasy?  Does  it  make  any 
difference  if  they  are?  What 
did  they  tell  their  therapists 
regarding  their  reasons  for 
transition,  and  how  does 
this  impact  future  patient- 
therapist  relationships? 

"Men  Trapped  in  Men’s 
Bodies:  An  Introduction  to 
the  Concept  of  Autogy- 
nephilia”  describes  the  expe- 
rience of  Dr.  Lawrence  and 
some  other  persons.  I sup- 
port the  legitimacy  of  their 
feelings,  and  emphasize  that 
there  should  be  no  ideas  of 
one  group  being  “right”  or 
“wrong.”  However,  I do  see 
implications  if  autogyne- 
philia  were  recognized  as  the 
norm  for  all  transsexuals: 

* The  despised  word  “lifestyle’’ 
(which  I and  others  have  worked  to 
eliminate)  might  be  used  pejorative- 
ly by  those  who  would  deny  our 
validity,  creating  more  doubt  and 
guilt  in  the  minds  of  seekers-of- 
truth  like  those  persons  who  wrote 
me; 

* Regulatory  bodies  such  as  HBIG- 
DA,  which  still  do  and  will  continue 
to  exert  influence  and  power  over 
the  medical  aspects  of  transition, 
may  view  us  with  more  skepticism 
and  may  require  more  rigorous  psy- 
chological evaluation  of  candidates 
for  hormonal  and  surgical  therapy; 


* Our  chances  of  being  included  in 
anti-discrimination  legislation  would 
suffer; 

* And  it  would  deal  a serious  blow  to 
the  chances  of  having  transsexual 
health  care  covered  by  any  insur- 
ance policies. 

It’s  appropriate  to  intro- 
duce the  subject  of  autogy- 
nephilia,  which  has  never 
been  recognized  by  thera- 
pists or  physicians  who  treat 
transsexuals.  Further  recog- 
nition of  the  diversity  among 
transsexuals  can  only  ad- 
vance our  understanding  of 
our  life  situation.  Still,  it’s 
also  appropriate  to  reassure 
classical  transsexual  persons 
of  the  legitimacy  of  their 
own  feelings.  With  our  tran- 
sition, we  have  sacrificed  so 
much  for  the  validation  of 
our  personal  identity.  We 
didn’t  do  it  for  sexual  desire, 
as  Lawrence  suggests,  nor 
did  we  do  it  to  “deceive” 
women  and  invade 
woman's  space,  as  Raymond 
would  maintain.  We  did  it  to 
relieve  our  own  discomfort 
and  live  the  rest  of  our  lives 
in  the  role  that  is  right  for  us. 

We  are  women — in  spir- 
it and  finally  in  body.  That, 
in  itself,  is  all  we  need. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT] 


We're  happy  to  announce  that  kari  edwards  is  now  Transgender 
Tapestn/’s  poetry  editor. 

kari  is  a poet  and  artist.  Born  523  years  after  Joan  of  Arc  was  burned 
at  the  stake.  Sie  was  recently  published  in  Blood  and  Tears,  an  anthology 
of  poetry  about  Matthew  Sheppard.  Sie  book  post/pink  was  published  by 
Scarlet  Press  in  April  2000. 

kari  has  three  masters  degrees,  the  most  recent  in  writing  and  poet- 
ics at  the  Jack  Kerouac's  School  of  Disembodied  Poetics  at  Naropa 
University.  Sir  also  taught  art  at  University  of  Denver,  Tyler  School  of 
Art,  and  the  University  of  Colorado.  Currently,  sie  publishes  a local 
newsletter  on  gender  and  class,  co-facilitates  The  Boulder  Gender 
Support  Group,  and  is  an  advocate  for  alternative-gendered  individuals 
who  are  homeless. 


kari:  By  way  of  introduction.  I'd  like  to  give  some 
background  on  myself  and  the  poetry  I like.  I have 
the  M.F.A.  from  the  Jack  Kerouac  School  of 
Disembodied  Poetics  at  Naropa  University,  (the  dis- 
embodied part  always  seemed  appropriate,  being 
"not"  a member  of).  My  literary  history  is  like  a 
seedling  that  has  both  roots  and  branches.  The 
seedling  for  me  is  the  beat  writers:  Jack  Kerouac, 
Allen  Ginsberg,  Diane  Di  Prima,  William  Burroughs, 
Anne  Waldman.  My  roots  can  be  found  in  experi- 
mental writers  such  as  H.D.,  Celine,  Alfred  Jarry, 
Gertrude  Stein,  and  others  from  the  early  part  of  the 
century.  The  branches  are  widespread,  and  include 
Kathy  Acker,  Thalia  Fields,  Lyn  Hejinian,  Alice 
Notley,  and  Eileen  Myles. 

Though  the  above  are  only  part  of  what  I 
would  call  my  literary  history,  one  thing  my  favorite 
writers  have  in  common  is  that  they  challenge  the 
status  quo  of  language.  They  step  beyond  the  typical 
narrative  form  and  find  new  ways  of  using  words 
that  allow  one  to  step  away  from  the  assumed  sign 
of  any  given  subject  and  create  new  meaning. 

So,  what  sort  of  poetry  will  I look  for  in 
Tapestry?  I’ll  look  for  language  that,  like  the  very 
existence  of  multiple-gendered  people,  challenges 
the  way  we  speak.  I'll  look  for  writing  that  chal- 
lenges poetic  form  and  language  and  can  take  poet- 
ry to  multiple  levels  of  discourse,  including 
mythopoetics,  theory/poetics,  multiple  genera,  and 
new  uses  of  traditional  forms.  I would  like  to  see  the 
poetics  of  this  community  rise  to  a level  that  match- 
es the  challenge  we  present  to  the  hegemony. 


All  of  which  means  you  probably  won’t  be  seeing  many 
“girl  in  the  mirror”  poems  in  forthcoming  issues  of  this 
magazine — Ed. 

Please  send  poetry  submissions  to  kari  via  e-mail 
to  <poetry@ifge.org>. 


table  top  gender 

by  kari  edwards 

a table  stacked  with  numbers  no  longer  be  counted 
. . . others  lay  by  the  roadside  . . . eyes  clogged 
with  carnage,  dislodged  by  historical  call  to  perfec- 
tion that  rose  before  as  iron  boots  toasted  pink  tri- 
angled  remains,  the  apparent  savior  rides  the  “talk- 
ing cure”  antichrist  roller  coaster. 

option  b:  get  hacked  to  death  in  blue  ribbon  splendor. 

“there  is  no  outside  position”  . . . only  that  which 
the  body  takes  daily  . . . two  feet  to  witness  . . . 
two  feet  crumble  under  televised  cock  and  cunt 
marriage  ceremonies,  but  the  conclusion  seems 
simple  and  fate  complicated. 

let’s  set  the  record  straight  . . . the  water  cooler 
spoke  in  code,  the  other  had  this  deep  gurgling 
effect,  could  you  tell  which  one  was  crossdressed? 
no!!!! 

however  “outlaws  and  mad  are  names  for  those 
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who  refuse  to  go  by  the  rules”  ...  or  those  that  do  not  fetishize  fucking 
for  babies,  inc..  can  we  stick  to  the  generic  please,  the  contract  definite- 
ly states:  we’re  dropped  here  in  one  big  cosmic  blunder  . . . heads  hol- 
lowed out  for  aristotelian  blabber  to  rattle  around  for  days,  maybe  only 
the  bitter  taste  marquis  de  sade  leaves  after  a good  slapping  . . . when 
identity  fails  to  fixate  on  the  big  deal  golden  head. 

please,  do  you  mind? 


I won’t  get  lubricated  either 

by  kari  edwards 

I wonder  about  my  mother  . . . not  the  image  imagined — the  gray  one 
filed  between  discharge  papers  and  taxes,  one  piece  bathing  suit,  horn 
rimmed  sunglasses,  hands  on  decentered  hips  . . . short  1950's  perm  . . . 
looking  through  dark  gray  lipstick  smile. 

I was  there  in  those  shadows  . . . penis  and  all — in  slow  fade  to  gray, 
nothing  recorded  ...  no  grand  message  that  shakes  your  residue  parti- 
cles back  into  poignancy,  not  the  usual  limited  facts  ...  a gray  montage 
before  the  first  postmortem  in  muted  color. 

off  to  work  where  we  only  see  each  other  in  dreams  ...  or  when  some- 
one has  surgery  or  dies  unexpectedly,  this  is  the  third  day  without  the 
sun  . . . silent  separation  made  distinct  by  a distant  barking  dog.  a pre- 
described thursday:  “dizzying  vistas  dwindle  to  infinity.”  it’s  thursday: 
it  means  strategic  air  strikes  on  the  dead,  it’s  thursday:  classes,  clients 
and  sex  without  lubrication,  it’s  thursday:  rough  hands  reinforce  identi- 
ty without  tact  or  grace  . . . rake  flesh  off  the  bones  with  abysmal  igno- 
rance thick  with  obscure  meaning. 

before  color  film  naked  and  out  of  focus  . . . black  and  white  grass 
freezes,  with  single  60-watt  relief  . . . slow  honey  hand  colored  hues 
heat  in  monophonic  glow  ...  a bit  more  reality  than  a drawing,  “the 
impulse  to  think"  gives  some  relief  from  this  newsprint  sky. 

and  there  you  are — between  discharge  papers  and  taxes  . . . another 
obstacle  . . . another  day  . . . scary  pronouns  take  sides — the  windshield 
wipers  keep  perfect  time. 

From  postl(pink)  by  kari  edwards,  2000,  published  by  The  Scarlet  Press. 


Cosmetic  Electrolysis  By  Maria  Vega 


Personalized  Caring  Service  with  Attention  to  Every  Detail 

for  Men  and  Women 

• body  waxing 
ingrown  hairs  treated 

1 19  W.  57th  St. 

Bet.  6th  & 7th  Aves 


• brow  defining 
• hairline  correction 

212  765-3214 


• Sterile  Disposable  Probes 

• Computerized  Equipment 


• Quick  Visible  Results 

• Private  Suite 


Maria  Vega,  Bd.  Certified  Electrologist,  Lie.  Cosmetologist 

Brochure@www  bway.net/~mariav 


Domestic  violence 
happens  to  Lesbians, 
Bisexual  Women, 
and  Transgender 
Folks  from  all  walks 
of  life 


Hotline/Linea  de  Crisis  v/tty 


www.nblbw.org 


Call  for  Shelter,  for  Advocacy,  or  just  to  Talk 
Llamenos  para  refugio,  para  advocada,  o simplemente  para  hablar. 


La  violenda  domestica 
afecta  a las  lesbianas, 
mujeres  bisexuales, 
y gentetransgenero, 
vengan  de 
donde vengan. 
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NOTICES  & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

To  add  your  event  to  our  website,  please  log  on  to  http://www.ifge.org,  then  click  on  GenderEvents  to  add  your  info. 


MARCH  21-25,  2001 
1 5TH  ANNUAL  IFGE  CONVENTION 

Radison  Hotel,  Arlington  Hts,  IL. 

Featuring  daily  luncheons  with  exceptional  speak- 
ers, Grand  Opening  of  the  Rikki  Swin  Institute,  a 
program  of  outstanding  Professionals,  Experts,  and 
TG  Leaders,  plus  Vendors,  Local  Shopping,  S.O. 
Program.  For  details,  call  610-759-1761  or  send  E- 
mail  to  <skristinej@aol.com> 

TIFFANY  CLUB'S  SPRING  FLING  2001 
MAY  11-13  2001 

Provincetown,  MA 
http:/  / www.tcne.org 

MAY  1 1-13  2001 
GENDERQUEER 

NW  TRANSGENDER  & INTERSEX 
FILM  FESTIVAL 

The  Evergreen  State  College 
EQA  CAB  314 
Olympia,  WA  98505 
Phone:  (360)  867-6544 
FAX:  (360)866-6685 

E-mail:  genderqueerfilmfest@hotmail.com 

Web:  http: / / evergreenqueers.tripod.com/ 
genderqueer/main.html 

GenderQueer  Transgender  & Intersex  Film  Festival 
now  in  its  third  year  has  been  attracting  people  from 
all  over  the  country  and  attracting  major  speakers, 
performers,  activist  and  films.  Deadline  for  submis- 
sions is  April  15  2001. 

MAY13TH-19TH  2001 
NTAC TRANSGENDER  LOBBY  DAYS 
WASHINGTON,  DC 

http://www.ntac.org/lobby.html 
It's  lobbying  time  again!  The  National  Transgender 
Advocacy  Coalition  (NTAC)  is  pleased  to  announce 
preliminary  plans  for  the  group's  first-ever  orga- 
nized lobbying  effort  in  Washington  DC.  The  pre- 
mier transgender  community  initiative  on  Congress 
will  occur  the  week  of  May  14,  with  a plenary  train- 
ing and  strategy  session  on  Sunday,  May  13. 

NTAC,  the  newest  national  transgender  civil 
rights  organization,  is  sending  out  a call  to  the 
nation’s  transgender  and  intersex  community,  all 
supportive  family  and  friends,  and  helping  profes- 
sionals to  unite  for  a show  of  strength  on  Capitol 
Hill.  Founded  in  1999,  NTAC  is  currently  the  only 
national  group  with  special  focus  given  to  education 
about,  and  advocacy  for,  all  gender  variant  citizens. 

Many  may  ask  why  attempt  lobbying  a Congress 
that  is  numericallv  stacked  against  us?  While  there  is 
no  shot  at  favorable  legislation  this  session,  there  is 
still  much  education  to  be  done  with  our  legislators. 
NTAC  realizes  that  only  by  educating  our  legislators 
regarding  our  needs,  can  we  affect  change  for  our 


community — and  our  community  has  ample  need. 

Some  talk  around  the  nation  has  centered  around 
a “mandate  for  morality”  this  congressional  session, 
and  what  that  means  to  our  community.  If  indeed 
there  is  such  a mandate,  the  last  thing  any  of  the  tar- 
get minority  communities  should  do  is  to  disappear 
or  become  complacent.  This  only  lends  the  impres- 
sion that  we,  as  a community,  have  become  disgust- 
ed and  “given  up  the  fight.”  Anyone  who  would 
have  such  a mandate  in  mind  will  take  our  inaction 
at  this  time  as  momentum  for  their  movement. 

M AY25TH-28TH  2001 
A GENDER  ODYSSEY 
FTM  2001  CONFERENCE 
SEATTLE,  WA 

http://www.ftm2001.org/index.html 
FTM  2001:  A Gender  Odyssey  is  the  fifth  conference 
produced  in  association  with  FTM  International. 
FTM  2001  is  hosted  by  a medley  of  Seattle  area  locals 
who  have  a common  agenda.  Gender  Odyssey  will 
be  held  over  Memorial  Day  weekend.  May  25th  to 
28th  2001  at  The  Double  Tree  Hotel. 

CONFERENCE  UPDATE:  Featured  speakers 
Patrick  Rice-Califia  and  Phyllis  Randolph  Frye  will 
be  at  Gender  Odyssey. 

Who  should  attend  Gender  Odyssey?  EVERY- 
ONE!! Gender  Odyssey  is  open  to  all  that  have  an 
interest,  regardless  of  age,  gender,  and  all  the  usual 
litany  of  distinctions  we  could  possibly  think  of! 

Is  this  conference  for  you?  Yes,  if  you  are  just 
curious,  questioning  your  own  identity,  interested  in 
being  supportive  of  people  in  your  life,  or  well  estab- 
lished in  your  own  transition  then  this  conference 
has  a place  for  you. 

JUNE  17-23,  2001 
42  ASPECTS  OF  GENDER 

A Transgender  Conference  and  Exhibition  to  be  held 
at  Fulton  Street  Gallery  in  Troy,  New  York. 

For  more  information  please  contact: 

Helen  Montage  Farrell 
c/o  TGIC 
PO  Box  13604 
Albany,  NY  12212-3604 
OR  Call  on  Thursday  nights  only 
518-436-4513. 

ENDOCRINOLOGISTS  WANTED! 

As  a health  care  provider  in  the  field  of  transgender 
medicine,  1 am  building  a list  of  hormone  therapy 
providers  nationwide.  If  you  are  familiar  with  a 
doctor  who  provides  hormone  therapy  (it  need  not 
be  from  personal  experience),  please  send  me  their 
name,  address,  phone,  and  e-mail  information. 
Simply  sending  their  name  and  phone  number,  or 
partial  address  would  be  helpful.  Send  information 
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TRANSITIONS 

Debra  Ann  Shaw 


to:  Dr.  Jamie  Feldman,  1300  2nd  Street  South,  Suite 
180,  Minneapolis  MN  55454  or  to  <jaelinn@hot- 
mail.com> 


ATTENTION 

TRANSGENDERED  ARTISTS— 
CALL  FOR  ENTRIES! 

FULTON  STREET  GALLERY,  which  will  feature  the 
42  Aspects  of  Gender  Transgender  Conference  and 
Exhibition  announces  the  following 
call  for  entries: 

1. )  Exhibition:  Regional  artists  are  invited  to  submit  ten  slides  of 
their  recent  work,  a statement  about  their  art,  and  a current 
resume.  All  media  accepted,  including  video,  installation,  and 
interactive  projects.  POSTMARK  DEADLINE:  April  27,  2001. 

2. )  Proposals:  We  are  looking  for  interested  individuals  to  speak 
about  and  serve  on  panels  about  transgender  issues.  Depending 
on  interest,  activities  will  run  throughout  the  week  or  be  con- 
tained in  a three  day  weekend. 

For  complete  guidelines,  e-mail  info@fultonstreetgallery.org 
or  see  website:  http:/ / fultonstreetgallery.org. 

Send  all  correspondence  and/or  materials  to 
Fulton  Street  Gallery,  408  Fulton  Street,  Troy  NY  12180, 
Tele:  (518)  274-8464/  FAX:  (518)  274-8479 


I am  a lesbian  professor  (Clinical  Psychology)  at  the 
University  of  Hartford  and  have  been  interviewing 
mothers  of  lesbian  daughters  and  mothers  of  trans- 
gender children  (ftm)  for  a forthcoming  book  on 
mothers  and  relationships  with  daughters  and 
transgender  children.  I have  currently  completed 
interviews  with  16  mothers. 

I am  especially  interested  in  interviewing  mothers  of 
transgender  children  (female  to  male)  to  understand 
their  experience  of  coming  to  terms  with  and 
remaining  connected  to  a daughter,  now  a son,  who 
has  transgendered  to  male.  Interviews  are  with 
mothers  only  and  not  with  transgender  individuals. 
My  hope  is  that  if  transgender  people  are  aware  of 
my  study,  some  might  be  interested  in  contacting 
their  mothers — who  could  then  contact  me.  All 
information  is  completely  confidential. 

I would  appreciate  any  assistance  or  suggestions  as 
to  locating  mothers.  Please  contact  me  if  you  have 
any  questions  or  would  like  additional  information. 

Contact  info: 

Sarah  Pearlman,  University  of  Hartford, 

103  Woodland  St.,  Hartford,  CT  06105; 

Tele:  860-520-1152; 

E-mail:  <spearlman@mail. hartfoni.edu> 
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NORTHAMPTON — Debra  (Debbie)  Ann 
Shaw,  49,  of  Northampton,  MA.  died  Oct. 

31  at  Bay  State  Medical  Center  in 
Springfield. 

Born  in  Waltham,  she  was  the  daughter 
of  the  late  Charles  and  Gertrude 
(Tjernstrom)  Shaw.  She  attended  Waltham- 
area  schools  and  lived  in  Waltham  before 
moving  to  Northampton  in  1992. 

Debbie  was  well-known  throughout 
the  Western  Massachusetts  GLBT  commu- 
nity. She  was  president  of  The  Sunshine 
Club  for  four  years  (1997-2000),  an  active 
speaker  with  the  Stonewall  Center 
Speakers  Bureau,  a volunteer  at  the  Cooley 
Dickinson  Hospital,  and  recently  had 
become  very  active  with  The  GLBT 
Community  Center  Project  of  Western 
Massachusetts.  Debbie  was  the  recipient, 
in  August,  2000,  of  the  first  Sunshine  Club 
Sunlight  Award  for  her  tireless  work  with- 
in The  Sunshine  Club  and  within  the  GLBT 
Community  as  a whole.  When  it  came  to 
forward  progress  of  the  GLBT  community, 
no  job  was  ever  too  small  or  too  large  for 
Debbie. 

Debbie  leaves  two  daughters,  cousins, 
and  many  friends. 

A Memorial  Service  was  held  on  Friday 
evening,  November  10th,  2000  at  the 
Unitarian  Church  of  Northampton.  The 
Sunshine  Club  held  a Remembrance 
Meeting/Service  on  November  18th.  It 
was  and  is  requested  that  in  lieu  of  flowers, 
memorial  contributions  may  be  made  to 
The  GLBT  Community  Center  Project  of 
Western  Massachusetts,  P.O.  Box  60601, 
Florence,  MA  01062,  or  to  the  charity  of 
your  choice  in  the  name  of  Debra  Ann 
Shaw. 

Debbie,  her  unique  presence,  tireless 
work,  solid  devotion  to  the  community, 
and  teachings  of  tolerance  for  all  and  to  all 
will  be  missed  by  a great  many  through- 
out Western  Massachusetts  and  the 
GLBT  community. 
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PROFESSIONAL  LISTINGS 


We  at  Transgender  Tapestry  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  professional  individuals  and  organizations 
who  support  the  production  of  this  magazine  with  a paid  listing.  Please  remember  to  look  here  first  for  services. 


ARIZONA 

SHEILA  DICKSON,  PH.D. 

3930  E.  Camelback  Road,  Suite  205, 
Phoenix,  AZ  85018 
Tele:  602-956-3006 
FAX:  602-840-3346 
Licensed  clinical  psychologist,  25 
year  gender  specialist.  General  and 
gender  counseling  for  individuals, 
couples  and  families.  Work-  place 
consultation.  Member  HBIGDA. 
Evaluations  for  hormones,surgery; 
referrals  to  medical  services.  #93 

SOUTHERN 

CALIFORNIA 

RISKIN-BANKER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  CENTER 

1913  El 7th  St.,  Ste.  107 
Santa  Anna,  CA  92705 
Tele:  714-953-9882 
FAX:  714-953-2094 
e-mail:  RBCenter  @aol.com 
Board  Certified  Sex  Therapists  with 
extensive  experience  counseling 
Transgender  individuals.  Interns  are 
available  on  a sliding  fee  scale.  #94 

CENTER  FOR  GENDER  SANITY 

P.O.  Box  451427, 

Westchester,  CA  90045 
Tele:  310-670-2222 

Janis  Walworth,  Michele  Kammerer. 
E-mail:  merkins@cris.com. 

Web:  www.cris.com/~merkins 
Consulting  services  for  employers 
with  transsexual  workers,  sensitivi- 
ty training.  Job  issues?  Call  us  (no 
charge).  Conferences  for  transgen- 
dered,  intersex,  and  non-T  women. 

#94 


NORTHERN 

CALIFORNIA 

STEPHEN  L.  BRAVEMAN, 

M.A.,  L.M.F.T.,  C.S.T. 

Licensed  Marriage  & Family 
Therapist  / Certified  Sex  Therapist 
494  Alvarado  Street,  Suite  A 
Monterey,  CA  93940 
Phone  and  FAX:  831-375-7553 
Web:  www.bravemantherapy.com 
E-Mail: 

stephen@bravemantherapy.com  #96 

GIANNA  E.  ISRAEL 

PO  Box  424447, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94142 
Tele:  415-558-8058 
E-mail:  Gianna@counselsuite.com. 
Individual  counseling,  nationwide 
telephone  consultation,  gender  spe- 
cialized evaluations  custody  and 
relationship  issues.  Author  of 
Transgender  Care  (Temple 
University,  1997)  HBIGDA  Member. 

#95 

DOUGLAS  K. 

OUSTERHOUT,  M.D. 

45  Castro  St.,  Suite  150, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
Tele:  415-626-2888 
E-mail:  ousterht@cris.com. 

Facial  and  body  feminization 
surgery.  #94 

COLORADO 

STANLEY  H.  BIBER,  M.D.,  P.C. 

406  First  National  Bank  Bldg., 

Trinidad  CO  81082 

Tele:  719-846-3301 

FAX:  719-846-6097 

Surgeon.  #96 


CONNECTICUT 

GENDER  IDENTITY  CLINIC 
OF  NEW  ENGLAND 

c/o  Central  Connecticut 
Counselling  Associates, 

82  Vine  Street, 

New  Britain  CT  06052 

Contact:  Katherine  M.  Sterner,  Ph.D. 

Tele:  860-225-4682. 

Web:  www.intelleng.com/gicne.html 
Differential  diagnosis,  hormonal 
therapy  and  general  counseling  for 
transgendered  persons.  #94 

FLORIDA 

A CLINICAL  APPROACH 
COUNSELING  CENTER 

c/o  Marcia  L.  Schultz,  Ph.D. 

1801  University  Drive, 

Coral  Springs  FL  69541 
Tele:  954-345-2292 
FAX:  954-345-8086 
Dr.  Schultz  has  worked  with  the 
Transgender  Community  for  six 
years  attending  support  groups  and 
having  attended  Southern  Comfort 
three  times.  Our  office  is  Transgen- 
der friendly.  Therapy  for  TGs  and 
families.  #96 

LIBBY  A.  TANNER,  PH.D., 
L.C.S.W.,  L.M.F.T. 

1800  Sunset  Harbour  Drive,  #1012 
Miami,  FL  33139 
Tele:  305-538-4849/305-534-0686 
E-mail:  Libby_Arkin@aol.com 
A ASECT/ HBIGDA  certified  sex 
therapist,  20  years  experience  with 
T’s  and  their  families.  General  psy- 
chotherapy and  sexologist.  #95 


The  professional  ads  in  this  magazine  have  been  placed  by  individuals  and  organizations  who  support  the  production 
of  this  magazine  with  a paid  listing.  A one  year  paid  listing  is  $125,  which  includes  four  issues  of  Transgender 
Tapestry.  To  place  a Professional  Listing  call:  781-899-2212  or  E-mail  us  at:  info@ifge.org 
and  please  include  PRO-AD  in  the  subject  line  of  the  email  message. 

You  can  also  write  to  us: 

ATTN:  PRO-AD,  IFGE,  PO  Box  540229, 

Waltham,  MA  02454-0229 
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ILLINOIS 

RANDI  ETTNER,  PH.D. 

1214  Lake  St., 

Evanston  IL  60201 
Tele:  847-328-3433 
FAX:  847-328-5890 
http://members.aol.com/rettner. 
Psychotherapist/  psychologist. 
President,  New  Health  Foundation. 

#96 

INDIANA 

One  of  the  most  unusal  sendees 
available  that  is  here  for  you.  A cer- 
tified hypnotherapist  available  for 
you.  Discrete  phone  calls  and  per- 
sonal visits.  Seamstress  available  for 
outfits,  make  up  secrets.  Or  just 
want  a weekend  or  day  being  com- 
pletely transformed  into  that  special 
lady,  infantalism,  dom  and  a lot 
more  available.  Including  phone 
fantasy  offered.  Contact  LYNNETTE 
765-396-2237.  #95 

MARYLAND 

KATE  THOMAS,  PH.D.,  RN.,  CS., 
F.A.A.C.S. 

The  Human  Ecology  Center, 

4419  Falls  Road, 

Baltimore  MD  21211 

Tele:  410-625-1095 

FAX:  410-366-0651 

Clinical  sexologist,  specializing  in 

sexuality  and  gender.  #93 

MASSACHUSETTS 

ELKE  O’DONNELL,  PH.D.,  MTS 

43  Roberts  Road, 

Cambridge  MA  02138 
Tele:  617-441-9300 
Email:  euod@aol.com 
Psychotherapy  & pastoral  counsel- 
ing for  the  transgendered. 
Individuals,  couples  & families. 
Referrals  for  HRT  and  surgery.  #94 

CHRISTINE  C.  BECKER,  LICSW 

341  Marrett  Rd.  (Rt.  2A) 

Lexington,  MA  02421 
Tele:  781-862-6170 
Gender  Specialist,  Individual,  cou- 
ple, family  and  group  counseling  for 
the  transgender  community. 

Support  for  partners  and  TG 


Parenting,  medical  care  and  surgical 
referrals,  workplace  transitions. 
Support  groups  for  M2F  and  F2M. 

#95 

DIANE  ELLABORN,  LICSW, 
NASW  DIPLOMAT  IN  CLINICAL 
SOCIAL  WORK 

152  Edmonds  Rd. 

Framingham  MA  01701 
Tele:  508-788-5406 
Individual,  couple  and  group  psy- 
chotherapy. Evaluations  for  hor- 
mones and  surgery  and  referrals  to 
medical  sendees  for  transsexuals. 
Insurance  accepted.  Supervision  and 
consultation  for  professionals.  #94 

LISETTE  R.  LAHANA,  LICSW 

Psychotherpaist 
Northampton,  MA 
Tele:  413-585-9085 
Web:  lisettelahana.itgo.com 
E-mail: 

Information@lisettelahana.itgo.com 
Individual  adult,  adolescent,  child 
and  family  therapy  Evaluations  for 
hormones  and  surgery  and  referral 
to  medical  sendees  for  transsexuals. 
Self-pay  and  insurance  accepted. 
Spanish  Speaking.  #95 

DENNIS  PEARNE,  EDD 

207  Union  Street 
South  Natick,  MA  01760 
Tele:  508-651-7707 
Licensed  Psychologist  specializing 
in  Transgender  issues.  Consulta- 
tions, psychotherapy  and  counsel- 
ing. #93 

MICHIGAN 

SANDRA  L.  SAMONS, 

PH.D.C,  DCSW 
HOMESTEAD  COUNSELING 
CENTER 

1480  Shevchenko  Drive 
Ann  Arbor,  MI  48103-9001 
Tele:  734-663-7871 
FAX:  734-663-7441 
E-mail:  homstead@aol.com 
SUPPORT  and  GUIDANCE  for 
Self-Discovery,  family  issues,  com- 
ing out,  being  out,  transition  issues. 
Extensive  experience  in  serving  the 
entire  spectrum  of  Cross  Dressers, 
Transgendered,  Transsexuals. 
Referrals  as  indicated.  #95 


UNIVERSITY  OF  MICHIGAN 
HEALTH  SYSTEM 
COMPREHENSIVE  GENDER 
SERVICES  PROGRAM 

Contact:  Alfreda  Rooks  Jordan 
Tele:  734-528-0895 
E-mail:  umcgsp@umich.edu 
The  UMHS-CGSP  is  dedicated  to 
meeting  the  medical  and  mental 
health  care  needs  of  individuals  and 
their  families  for  whom  gender  and 
sexual  identity  and  expression  are 
primary  issues.  Full  range  of  ser- 
vices including  primary  medical 
and  mental  health  care,  speech  and 
surgery.  #94 

MINNESOTA 

KAROL  L.  JENSEN,  M.P.H.,  PH.D. 

2817  Lyndale  Ave., 

Minneapolis  MN  55408 
Tele:  612-872-6399 
E-mail:  KLJensen02@aol.com 
Gender  identity  issues,  TS,  TG,  indi- 
vidual psychotherapy  and  couple 
work.  #94 

TRANSGENDER  SERVICES, 
PROGRAM  IN  HUMAN 
SEXUALITY,  DEPARTMENT  OF 
FAMILY  PRACTICE  & 
COMMUNITY  HEALTH, 
UNIVERSITY  OF  MINNESOTA 
MEDICAL  SCHOOL 
Walter  Bockting,  Coordinator, 

1300  South  Second  Street,  Suite  180, 
Minneapolis,  MN  55454 
Tele:  612-625-1500 
FAX:  612-626-8311 
E-mail:  bockt001@tc.umn.edu 
Web:  www.med.umn.edu/fp/phs/ 
phstgsrv.htm.  Comprehensive  ser- 
vices for  transgender,  transsexual 
and  intersex  persons  and  families. 

#96 

MISSOURI 

HELEN  R.  FRIEDMAN,  PH.D. 

7750  Clayton  Road,  Suite  210, 

St.  Louis,  MO  63117 
Tele:  314-781-4500 
Clinical  psychologist  offering  com- 
passionate, supportive  individual, 
couple,  and  family  therapy  for  the 
transgendered  community  and  their 
families.  Specialties:  gender  identity, 
addictions,  depression,  anxiety, 
stress,  relationships,  sexuality.  #93 
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NEVADA 

NANCY  LEE,  PH.D. 

Caring  Counseling, 

20b  1 Market  Street, 

Reno  NV  89502 
Tele:  702-322-7771 
FAX:  702-322-7501 
Providing  warm,  accepting,  validat- 
ing and  confidential  psychotherapy 
for  all  members  of  the  transgender 
communitv  and  their  families.  #96 

NEW  JERSEY 

DR.  AMY  L.  ALTENHAUS,  PH.D. 

80  East  Main  Street 

Freehold,  NJ  07728 

Tele:  732-780-6644 

FAX:  732-845-1184 

Psvchologist  doing  psychotherapy 

and  custody  evaluation.  #95 

DR.  A.S.  NUBEL 
PHYCHOTHERAP1ST 

683  Donald  Dr. 

N.  Bridgewater,  NJ  08807 
Tele:  908-722-9884 
FAX:  908-722-0666 
E-mail:  Nubel@Eclipse.net 
Web:  www.Eclipse.net/~Nubel 
Specialized  Treatment  of  Gender 
Identity  Disorders,  (TV/TS,) 
Individuals,  Marriage  and  Family, 
Groups.  #95 

NEW  YORK 

ARLENE  ISTAR  LEV  C.S.W.-R, 
C.A.S.A.C. 

Choices  Counseling  and  Consulting 
321  Washington  Avenue 
Albany,  NY  12206 
Tele:  518-463-9152 
Web:  www.choicesconsulting.com 
E-mail:  info@choicesconsulting.com 
Individual  and  family  therapy  for 
lesbian,  gay,  bisexual,  transgender 
(TV/TS)  and  other  sexual  minority 
issues.  Advocacy  and  support  for 
gender  confusion  and  transition- 
related  issues.  Gender-friendly,  non- 
pathologizing,  family-oriented. 
Groups  available  for  mtf  and  signifi- 
cant others.  Supervision  and  consul- 
tation available.  #94 


DOROTHY  C.  HAYDEN,  CSW 

209  East  10th  Street  #14 
New  York,  NY  10003 
Tele:  212-673-5717 
Web:  www.sextreatment.com 
E-mail:  dolly4@mindspring.com 
Specializes  in  comprehensive  trans- 
gender care  and  has  training  in 
transgender  concerns  by  the 
American  Association  of  Sex 
Counselors,  Educators,  and 
Therapists.  #95 

DAVID  OSTAD,  M.D. 

Director,  Park  Avenue 
Plastic  Surgery 
740  Park  Avenue 
New  York,  NY  10021 
Tele:  877-494-8648 
E-mail: 

Expert@HairTransplants.com 
or  Expert@Surgery.com 
Specializing  in  SRS  and  Associated 
Procedures.  #95 

KATHERINE  / KIT  RACHLIN, 
PH.D. 

153  Waverly  Place,  Suite  700 
New  York,  NY  10014 
Tele:  212-206-3636 
E-mail:  KRachlin@aol.com 
Licensed  Clinical  Psychologist  with 
solid  TS/TG  experience  (14+  years) 
and  serious  clinical  training. 

Warm,  open  minded,  supportive 
and  well-informed.  Provides  psy- 
chotherapy and  resource  referrals  to 
individuals,  SOFFAS,  couples,  and 
non-traditional  relationships. 
Alternate  lifestyles  Wellcome.  Also 
provides  professional  supervision 
for  psychotherapists.  #93 

JAMES  J.  REARDON,  M.D. 

Board  Certified  Plastic  & 

Reconstructive  Surgeon 

737  Park  Avenue 

New  York,  N.  Y.  10021 

Tele:  212-832-0770 

Web:  www.drjamesreardon.com/ 

dysphoria 

E-mail:  jreardonmd@aol.com 
Dr.  Reardon  has  performed  hun- 
dreds of  transgender  chest  recon- 
structions in  the  past  23  years. 

From  minimally  invasive  liposuc- 
tion to  surgical  reconstruction  of 


very  large  breasts,  his  in-depth 
experience  allows  him  to  hand  tailor 
surgery  to  correct  your  particular 
problem  and  to  enhance  your 
unique  self  image.  His  reasonably 
priced  surgery  is  performed  in  a 
state-of-the-art  ambulatory  facility. 

#96 

DAVID  SEGAL, 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

30  Vesey  St. 

New  York,  NY  10007 
Tele:  212-406-9200 
FAX:  212-571-0938 
Gender  Friendly.  No  fee  for  consul- 
tation. Experienced  in  all  areas  of 
Law.  #94 

OHIO 

TRANSSEXUAL, 
CROSSDRESSER, 
TRANSGENDERIST  CONCERNS 
do  MERAL  G.  CRANE,  MA,  LPCC 
CLINICAL 
P.O.  Box  82008, 

Columbus,  Ohio,  43202 
Tele:  614-451-0111 
E-mail:  crane.2@osu.edu 
Director  and  Coordinator,  Family 
Therapist;  Sex  Therapist,  Licensed 
Counselor.  Over  25  years  experi- 
ence. #93 

RHODE  ISLAND 

BRETT  LEIMKUHLER,  PH.D. 

Center  for  Neuropsychology 
Tele:  401-783-1304 
Licensed  Clinical  Psychologist  with 
a private  practice  in  Wakefield,  RI. 
Services  include  individual  (adult 
and  adolescent),  couples  and  family 
therapy.  Blue  Cross/ Blue  Shield  of 
RI  and  MA  accepted.  #95 

DAVID  MEDEIROS,  MSW,  LICSW 

Gateway  Office  Suite,  #224 
1645  Warwick  Avenue 
Warwick  RI  02889 
Tele: (401)739-4604 
Gender  Specialist,  counseling. 
Psychotherapy  and  Education. 
Counseling,  psychotherapy  and 
education.  #94 


74  • Transgender  Tapestry  #93 


TEXAS 

PHYLLIS  RANDOLPH  FRYE, 
ATTORNEY 

5707  Firenza  Street, 

Houston,  TX  77035-5515 
Tele:  713-723-8368 
E-mail:  prfrye@aol.com 
Web:  http:/ /christielee.net 
Transgendered,  “OUT"  lawyer, 
licensed  in  Texas,  since  1981. 

Gender  ID  change  and  sex  correc- 
tion without  genital  reconstruction. 
Also,  wills,  criminal  defense  and 
divorce  practitioner.  (Not  certified 
by  Texas  Board  of  Legal  Specializa- 
tion.) #94 

FELESHIA  PORTER,  MS,  LPC 

Park  Cities  Counseling  Center 
3520  Cedar  Springs  Road 
Dallas,  TX  75219 
Tele:  214-526-3374  x4 
FAX:  214-526-3375 
E-mail:  FeleshiaPorter@yahoo.com 
Self-esteem  specialist  working  in  the 
areas  of  gender,  sexuality,  and  rela- 
tionships. Working  with  people  in 
transition  since  1997,  she  provides  a 
loving,  safe  environment  that 
encourages  people  to  embrace  their 
“true  selves.”  Individual  and  group 
sessions  available. She  is  a member 
and  follows  the  guidelines  of 
HBIGDA.  #93 

ALICE  WEBB,  PH.D.  LMSW-ACP 

18333  Egret  Bay  Blvd.,  Suite  560 
Houston  TX  77058 
(NASA,  Clear  Lake  area) 

Tele:  281-333-2278 
FAX:  281-333-2293 
E-mail:  ALESWEBB@aol.com 
Pres.  Elect-HBIGDA,  1997-1999. 
Clinical  sexology,  gender  program, 
certified  sex  therapist,  general  psy- 
chotherapy. #94 

VERMONT 

REEECCA  SHERLOCK,  LICSW, 
NASW  DIPLOMATE  IN 
CLINICAL  SOCIAL  WORK. 

Montpelier,  Vermont 
Tele:  802-229-2946 
E-mail:  care@adelphia.net 
Individual,  couple,  family  and  group 


psychotherapy.  Evaluations  for  hor- 
mones and  surgery,  and  referrals  to 
medical  services  for  transsexuals. 
Insurances  accepted.  #95 

VIRGINIA 

RUSTY  LYNN,  LCSW, 

PASTORAL  COUNSELOR 

Tele:  703-903-9696,  ext.  269 
Over  ten  years  experience  helping 
transgender  persons,  their  spouses, 
family  members,  and  friends. 
Referrals  to  medical  professionals 
when  appropriate.  Offices  in 
Washington  DC  near  Metro  Center, 
and  in  N.  Arlington,  VA  #94 

MARTHA  HARRIS, 

LCSW,  CHT,  TFT 

Banyan  Counseling  Center 
5208  Dawes  Avenue 
Alexandria,  VA  22311 
Tele:  703-933-8930 
Affirming,  sensitive,  confidential 
counseling  for  the  TG  community, 
their  significant  others,  and  families. 
Certified  Hypnotherapist  & 

Thought  Field  Therapist.  #96 

MICHAEL  G.  TANCYUS  L.C.S.W. 

57  South  Main  Street,  Suite  615 
Harrisonburg,  VA  22801 
Tele:  540-574-6063 
E-mail:  rolltide@cfw.com 
Web:  www.busdir.com/tancyus- 
mic/index.html 

Individuals,  couples  and  families. 
Providing  affirming  care  for  trans- 
gendered  individuals  and  their 
loved  ones  from  a family  preserva- 
tionist orientation.  Over  20  years  of 
experience  with  adults  and  adoles- 
cents. #94 

WASHINGTON,  D.C. 

RUSTY  LYNN,  LCSW, 

PASTORAL  COUNSELOR 

Tele:  703-903-9696,  ext.  269 
Over  ten  years  experience  helping 
transgender  persons,  their  spouses, 
family  members,  and  friends. 
Referrals  to  medical  professionals 
when  appropriate.  Offices  in 
Washington  DC  near  Metro  Center, 
and  in  N.  Arlington,  VA  #96 


WASHINGTON 

ANNE  LAWRENCE,  M.D. 

1812  E.  Madison  Street,  Suite  102 
Seattle,  WA  98122 
Tele:  206-323-7462 
E-mail:  anne@annelawrence.com 
Web:  www.annelawrence.com 
Transgender  medical  care,  including 
hormone  therapy  for  MtFs  and 
FtMs,  provided  by  a TS  physician. 
Counseling  about  sexuality  and  gen- 
der identity  concerns.  Telephone 
consultation  services  available.  #96 


JUDE  PATTON, 

CMHC,  CMFT,  PA-C 

1812  East  Madison,  Suite  102 
Seattle,  WA  98122 
Tele /FAX:  425-787-5094 
E-mail:  JUDEPATTON@aol.com 
Compassionate,  supportive  counsel- 
ing for  all  trans-persons  and  their 
SOFFAs,  by  transman  who  is  a 
physician  assistant,  therapist  and 
AASECT  certified  sex  educator  and 
sex  therapist.  Reasonable  fees.  #94 


THE  INGERSOLL 
GENDER  CENTER 

1812  East  Madison 
Seattle  WA  98122 
Tele:  206-329-6651 

Counseling  & referrals.  #96 

WISCONSIN 


MILWAUKEE  TRANSGENDER 
PROGRAM 

c/o  Gretchen  Finke,  MSSW  or 
Roger  Northway,  MS 
Pathways  Counseling  Center 
2645  N.  Mayfair  Road,  Suite  230 
Milwaukee,  WI,  53226 
Tele:  414-774-4111 

Full  Sendee  Gender  Program.  #96 
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DIRECTORY  OF  ORGANIZATIONS 

NOTICE: 

We  continually  update  our  resource  database 
In  order  to  do  this,  we  need  your  help.  Here  is  what  you  can  do: 

1. )  If  you  are  with  a support  group  or  organization,  please  check  your  listing  and  note  any  changes  that  should  be  made. 

2. )  If  you  know  of  a support  group  or  organization  not  listed,  please  notify  us  as  of  their  contact  information,  meeting  times, 

geographic  location,  special  emphasis,  etc. 

3. )  Please  send  all  changes  or  new  information  IN  WRITING  to — 

Attn:  Sara  Herwig,  I.F.G.E, 

PO  Box  540229, 

Waltham  MA  02454-0229  USA 

or  e-mail  it  to  sjherwig@ifge.org,  and  please  type  "Database"  in  the  subject  line. 

Thank  you  for  your  cooperation. 

Sara  Herwig, 
Director  of  Operations 


FTM 

AMERICAN  BOYZ:  mid-Atlantic  region. 
For  gender  variant  people  of  the  f2m  con- 
tinuum, plus  all  SOFFAs.  Contact  Gary  at 
American  Bovz,  212A  S.  Bridge  Street, 

Suite  131.  Elkton.  MD,  21921 
or  transman@netgsi.com 

EAST  COAST  FEMALE-TO-MALE 
GROUP  (ECFTMG) : 

POB  60585,  Florence,  MA  01062 
Call  Bet  for  more  info:  (413)  584-7616 

FEMALE-TO-MALE  INTERNATIONAL: 

1360  Mission  St,  Ste.  200, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94103 

(415)  553-5987  / Web:  www  ftm-intl.org 

E-mail:  TSTGMen@aol.com 

FTM  NETWORK  [also  PRESS  FOR 
CHANGE):  BM  Network,  London, 

WC1N  3XX.  Phone:  +44-161-423-1915 
Wed.  8pm- 10.30  pm  Wed.  GMT 
E-mail:  s.t.whittle@mmoac.uk. 

Web:  www.pfc.org.uk/press  for  change. 
Support,  political  lobbying  and  education 
group. 

ALL 

GENDER  EDUCATION  & ADVOCACY. 

Web:  www.gender.org. 

GENDER  IDENTITY  RESEARCH  AND 
EDUCATION  SOCIETY  (GIRES): 

Web:  www.gires.org.uk. 

INTERNATIONAL  CONFERENCE  ON 
TRYNSCENDER  LAW  AND  EMPLOY- 
MENT POLICY(ICTLEP): 

PO  Drawer  1010,  Cooperstown  NY  13326. 
Attn:  Sharon  Stuart,  Corresponding 
Secretary. 

(607)  547-4118/  E-mail:  ictlephdq@aol.com. 
AOL  Keyword:  ICTLEP. 

Web:  www.abma ll.com/ictlep. 

Information  source  on  TG  legal  and  policy 
issues. 

INTERNATIONAL  FOUNDATION  FOR 
GENDER  EDUCATION: 

IFCE,  Box  540229,  Waltham  MA  02454. 
(781)  899-2212  / FAX  (781)  899-5703. 
E-maiL  mfo@ifge.org. 

Web:  www.ifge.org 

Education,  outreach,  peer  counseling. 

DEAF/HARD  OF  HEARING/SI-JESS: 

(202)  547-9524  (tdd  only) . 

E-mail:  11mtanzar@gallua.gallaudet.edu. 


NATIONAL  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  TASK 
FORCE:  2320  17th  Street  NW, 

Washington  DC  20009-2702. 

(202)  332-6483  extension  3301, 

FAX  (202)  332-0207,  TTY  (202)  332-6219. 

It  is  impossible  to  list  all  the  gay  and  les- 
bian support  groups.  Write  NGLTF  for  a 
referral  to  someone  near  you. 

OUTREACH  INSTITUTE  OF  GENDER 
STUDIES:  OIGS,  126  Western  Ave, 

Suite  246,  Augusta  ME  04330. 

Ariadne  Kane,  MEd,  Director 

(207)  621-0858.  Programs  for  professionals. 

RENAISSANCE  EDUCATION  ASSOCIA- 
TION: 987  Old  Eagle  School  Rd„  #719, 
Wayne  PA  19087.  (610)  975-9119  (24  hrs) . E- 
mail:  angela@ren.org. 

Educational  outreach  and  support  group. 

RSI/  RIKKI  SWIN  INSTITUTE,  INC. 

22  West  Ontario  St. 

Chicago,  IL,  60610 

Website:  www.RSInstitute.org 

E-mail:  RSInstitute@aol.com 

Phone:  (312)  440-9292 

FAX:  (312)  255-0575 

Mission  Statement 

Stimulate  Changes  in  Culture  to 

Improve  Trans  Person  Understanding 

and  Acceptance. 

TRANSSEXUALS  IN  PRISON: 

c/o  Ronnie  Lynne  Soubrette, 

104  Quineveree  Ct.,  Castle  Rock  WA  09611. 
Support  group. 

T.O.P.S.  (Transgender  Officers  Protect  & 
Serve):  Tony  Barreto-Neto  Exec.  Dir., 

3210  Tom  Mathews  Rd.,  Lakeland  FL  33809. 
Tel:  1-888-983-3222  or  (813)  752-9228. 

E-mail:  TOPS@starplace.com 
Web:  www.homestead.com/topsspot 
Social,  employment,  legal  support. 

INTERSEX  SOCIETY  OF  NORTH 
AMERICA:  P.O.  Box  31791,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94131  (415)  575-3885 
E-mail:  cchase@isna.org 
Web:  www.isna.org 

P-FLAG  (PARENTS,  FAMILIES  AND 
FRIENDS  OF  LESBIANS  AND  GAYS): 
1101  14th  Street  NW,  ste  1030,  Washington, 
DC  20005  (202)  6384200  E-mail: 
info@pflag.org.  Web:  www.pflag.org. 


CD/TV 

GRACE  & LACE  LETTER  INTERNA- 
TIONAL: 8880  Bellaire  B2  #104, 

Houston  TX  77036.  E-mail:  jeftris@aol.com. 
Web:  www.geocities.com/southbeach/ 
sands/7777/.  Christian  publication  for  CD, 
TG,  TS,  SO. 

TRI-ESS— THE  SOCIETY  FOR  THE 
SECOND  SELF,  INC. 

8880  Bellaire  B2  PMB  104 
Houston,  TX  770364621 
Phone:  713-349-8969 
E-mail:  TRIESSINFO@aol.com 
Web:  http://www.tri-ess.net 
Educational  outreach  and  support  for  het- 
erosexual crossdressers.  Write  for  referrals 
to  local  chapters. 

ALABAMA 

ALASKA 

CD/TS/SO/MTF/FTM— ALASKAN 
T-PEOPLE:  PO  Box  670349,  Chugiak  AK 
99567-0349.  Strictly  social  for  the  whole 
family. 

ARIZONA 

CD/TS— A ROSE:  PO  Box  8108,  Glendale, 

A Z 85285-8363.  (602)  488-0959 

E-mail:  sss@tri-ess.org 

Web:  http://www.inficad.com/-arose 

E-mail:  denise@inficad.com 

Support  group. 

TRI-ESS— ALPHA  ZETA  (Phoenix,  AZ 
Metro  Area  Chapter-South) 

P.O.  Box  83927,  Phoenix,  AZ  85071 
Contact:  Kristen  Ann 
Phone  Kristen:  480-837-1067 
E-mail  Kristen:  Aquahills@aol.com 
Web:  http://www.geocities.com/triessaz 

TRI-ESS— RHO  ETA  CHI  (Phoenix,  AZ 
Metro  Area  Chapter  - North) 

PO  Box  84033,  Phoenix,  AZ  850714033 
Contact:  Cindy  Nichols 
Phone:  480488-0959 
E-mail:  phxcd@phxcd.org 
Web:  http: / / www.phxcd.org 

TRI-ESS— TAU  UPSILON  (Tucson,  AZ 
Metro  Area  Chapter) 

8802  E Broadway  Blvd.#145 

Tucson,  AZ  85710 

Contact:  Rebecca  AZ-3954-B 

Phone:  520-296-3472 

E-mail  Rebecca:  cactusdwlr@aol.com 


E-mail  Robby:  TauUpsilon@aol.com 
Web:  http://members.aol.com/tauupsilon 

TS/TG/SOFFA— SOUTHERN  ARIZONA 
GENDER  ALLIANCE  is  a broad-baseded- 
ucational,  social,  and  political  group  which 
meets  at  7pm  in  Tucson  on  the  first 
Monday  of  each  month  at  Wingspan  GLBT 
Community  Center,  300  E.  6th  Street. 
Meetings  are  always  open  to  friends,  fami- 
ly, and  allies.  Website: 
h ttp:  / /wingspanaz  .org /Sendees /SAG  A / 
saga.htm 

TG— FTM— DEZERT  BOYZ  meets  in 
Tucson  at  7pm  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  each 
month  at  Wingspan  GLBT  Community 
Center,  300  E.  6th  Street.  Contact 
kqmax@hotmail.com  for  more  information. 

TG—MTF— DEZERT  GIRLZ  meets  at  7pm 
on  the  second  Monday  of  each  month  at 
Wingspan  GLBT  Community  Center,  300  E. 
6th  Street,  Tucson.  Contact 
blueadobe@vtc.net  for  more  information. 

TG/TS/GLB/Other— GENDER  OUTLAWZ 
open  to  all  TS/TS/ GLB/Other  for  discus- 
sion of  gender  related  topics.  Meets  at  7pm 
first  Tuesday  of  every  month  at  Wingspan 
GLBT  Community  Center,  300  E.  6th  Street, 
Tucson. 

TS/TG— ALCOHOL  AND  SUBSTANCE 
ABUSE  RECOVERY— "Transformed" 
meets  at  4:30  on  the  third  Sunday  afternoon 
of  each  month  at  WingspanGLBT 
Community  Center,  300  E.  6th  Street, 
Tucson. 

TG — Youth  Support  Group  is  open  to 
TS/TG  or  questioning  young  people  up  to 
the  age  of  23  and  meets  at  7pm  on  the 
fourth  Tuesday  of  each  month  at  Wingspan 
GLBT  Community  Center,  300  E.  6th  Street, 
Tucson.For  further  information  call 
Wingspan  520-624-1779  or  E-mail 
Sagatucson@usa.net  or  write  to  SAGA  or 
any  of  the  groups  listed  at  300  E.  6th  Street, 
Tucson  AZ  85705. 

CD/TS/TG— E VO  LVER: 

416  E.  22nd  St.,  Tucson  AZ  85713. 

(520)  884-0541.  Support  group. 

Web:  home.earthlink.net/-evolvere/ 
E-mail-SAndra@aol.com 

CD/TS/TG/FTM— TRANSGENDERED 
HARMONY,  PO  Box  8423,  Mesa,  AZ 
85214,  (480)  654-6775, 
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E-mail:  leslielesley@worldnet.att.net. 
Educational  & social  support  group 

ARKANSAS 

TS-Support  Line:  Contact  Frances  at 
(316)  795-4876.  E-mail:  Fransie@oswego.net 
FTM — Arkansas  Boyz:  AR  Contact:  Garin, 
(501)  443-3184;  E-mail:  Kwiggin@aol.com 

CALIFORNIA 

FTM— GENDERQUEER  BOYZZ:  Contact 
Jacob  Hale  /E-mail:  Zeroboyjh@aol.com 

ALL— THE  TRANSGENDER  MENACE 
OF  SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA:  A direct 
action  group  dedicated  to  using  any  means 
necessary  to  make  the  world,  especially 
our  Southern  California  comer  of  it,  a safe 
place  for  all  transfolk  and  genderqueers. 
Shirley,  (323)  573-6428 
Shirley@earthlink.net 

ALL— (ORANGE  COUNTY) . PEOPLE 
EXPRESSING  ALTERNATIVE 
LIFESTYLES  (PEAL) . 2nd  and  last  Fridays 
of  the  month,  7:30  to  10:00  pm. 

Help  Line:  Wednesday  nights  7:30  to  9:00, 
(714)  534-0862. 

E-mail:  CenterOCTG@aol.com. 

TRI-ESS— ALPHA  (Los  Angeles,  CA 
Metro  Area  Chapter) 

409  N Pacific  Coast  Hwy.  #320 
Redondo  Beach  CA  90277 
Contact:  Linda  Wade 
Phone  (Linda):  (310)  798-5637 
E-mail  (Linda):  l_wade@earthlink.net 
E-mail  (Janyne):  jwcresap@earthlink.net 
Web:  www.geocities.com/WestHollywood 
/village/ 9977 

TS— TRANSGENDER  SUPPORT 
GROUP:  for  TransPeople  & Friends  meets 
every  Monday  5 PM  to  6:30  PM  in  the 
Women's  Drop-in  at  the  Self-Help  Center 
on  288  Turk  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94102 

CD/TS— CLUB  CHERCHEZ  LA  FEMME: 

PO  Box  10873,  Santa  Ana  CA  92711-0873. 
Send  SASE  for  details.  Private  membership 
dub. 

TG— VENTURA  GENDER  OUTREACH: 

3503  Arundell  Circle,  Ventura  CA  93003. 
(805)  339-6340.  Contact  person:  Stacie. 

Open  peer  facilitated  drop  in  group  for 
persons  who  have  a conflict  with  or  ques- 
tions about  their  gender.  Tues  night  7-9pm. 

CD/SO— CROSSDRESSER  HETEROSEX- 
UAL INTERSOCIAL  CLUB:  CHIC,  PO 

Box  17850,  Long  Beach  CA  90807. 

(714)  812-3236.  Support  group. 

Web:  http://www.Mcom/tg/chic/index.html 
E-mail:  Chicladies@aol.com 

FTM — Groups  for  FTMs  and  FTM-S/Os 
(Significant  Others) , meet  monthly  at  San 
Diego  GLBT  Center  every'  third  Saturday, 
3pm-6pm.  FTM  group  is  open  to  those 
bom  female  who  live  or  part-time  as  male 
(with  or  without  benefit  of  surgery  and 
hormones)  and  those  personally  exploring 
the  issue.  S/O  group  is  open  to  partners, 
parents,  adult  children,  siblings,  friends, 
and  others  in  a caring  relationship  with  an 
FTM.  Neither  group  is  for  the  casually  curi- 
ous. For  more  info  call  (619)  692-2077  x835. 

IS— AIS  SUPPORT  GROUP:  c/o  Sherri 
Groveman,  4203  Genessee  Ave.,  #103-436, 
San  Diego  CA  92117-4950. 

E-mail:  aissg@aol.com. 

CD/TS/SO— NEUTRAL  CORNER:  PO 

Box  19008,  San  Diego  CA  92159.  (619)  685- 
3696.  Web: 

www.geocities.com/WestHollywood  / 
Village/4718/ 

E-mail:  neutral-comer@geodties.com 

FTM— UNDER  CONSTRUCTION:  P.O 

Box  922342,  Sylmar,  CA  91392-2342,  818- 
837-1904.  contact  Jeff  Shevlowitz 


E-mail:  LITTLESHEVY@JUNO.COM. 

TRI-ESS— TRI  CHI  (Fresno,  CA  Metro 
Area  Chapter) , P.O.  Box  26593, 

Fresno,  CA  93729-6593 
Fresno  Area  Chapter  and  North: 

Phone  Karyn:  559-322-5078 
or  Angela:  559-276-3424 
E-mail:  trichi@eudoramail.com 
Visalia  Area  Chapter  and  South: 

Phone  Carol:  559-688-9246; 

E-mail  Marlene:  TriChil@aol.com 

TS— EMERGENCE— SUPPORT  FOR 
CHRISTIAN  TRANSSEXUALS: 

Assembly  of  God  Church,  Fresno,  CA.  A 
safe  place  to  discuss  Christian  beliefs,  gen- 
der issues,  transition  and  anything. 

Call  Terri  M.  209-637-9986 
E-mail:  terrim@evangeltab.org 

CD/TS— ANDROGYNY:  Friendship  and 
understanding  in  a safe  and  supportive 
environment.  A place  to  explore  being 
Transsexual,  Crossdresser,  or 
Transgenderist.  A place  to  meet  others  like 
yourself.  Meetings:  Tuesday  nights  from 
8:00pm  until  9:30pm,  Santa  Monica,  CA. 
(323)  962-9175.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/1S— RAINBOW  SUPPORT 
GROUP:  Gay,  Straight,  Intersex.  Meets 
Tuesday  evenings  7-9pm.  Write  Rainbow 
Community  Church,  Visalia  Friends 
Meeting  House,  17208  Ave.  296,  Visalia, 

CA,  93291.  (209)  627-2727 

CD/TS/SO— POWDER  PUFFS  OF 
ORANGE  COUNTY  (PPOC): 

PPOC/Califomia  Dreamin' 

PO  Box  18032 
Anaheim,  CA  92817-8032 
Web:  www.ren.org/ppoc.html 

FTM/SO — FTM  International  Bimonthly: 
FTM  TS/TG— TRANSMALE  TASK- 
FORCE:  1259  El  Camino  Real,  #151,  Menlo 
Park  CA  94025.  (415)  780-9349.  FTM 

ALL— ACCESS  POINT 

Provides  Nationwide  counseling  and 
coaching  for  Gender  Gifted  people  and 
loved  ones,  via  toll-free  phone  line  consul- 
tations no  charge.  Also  provides  local 
(Central  California)  support  groups  and 
"salon  parties"  for  clients  and  guests.  Jim, 
MFCT,  and  Caroline  Hall,  MBA.  24hr  info 
1-800-549-1749  ext.  3,  direct:  (805)  534-1101, 
fax:  (805)  534-1718, 

E-mail:  Accesspnt@aol.com, 

Web:  www.AccessPt.com 

ALL — GIGI's-Gender  Issues,  Gender 
Information  and  Support.  Hosted  by  Miss 
Major,  5 days  a week  Mon-Fri  4pm-6pm. 
Tenderloin  AIDS  Resource  Center,  187 
Golden  Gate  Ave  at  Leavenworth,  San 
Francisco  94102.  (415)  431-7476 

CD/TS/SO— SAN  FRANCISCO  GENDER 
INFORMATION:  SFGI,  3637  Grand  Ave., 
Suite  C,  Oakland,  CA  94610-2029. 

Maintains  database  of  TG  resources  for  SF 
Bay  area. 

ALL— LAVENDER  LINE:  Pacific  Center 
(510)  841-6224.  An  information/resource 
phone  line  for  the  GLBT  community  cover- 
ing the  East  Bay,  San  Francisco  area. 

MTF-FTM-TRANGENDERS  IN  TRANSI- 
TION: A facilitated  group  for  transfolk  at 
all  stages  of  transition.  Thurs.  7:30-9:00pm 
Cost  $30-$5  per  session  sliding  scale. 

Call  first  (415)  436-9000 

CD/TS/SO— TGSF  (formerly  ETVC):  PO 
Box  426486  San  Francisco  CA  94142-6486. 
(415)  564-3246.  Web:  www.tgsf.org. 
Support. 

SO— SIGNIFICANT  OTHERS  SUPPORT: 
SOS,  attn:  Ginny  Knuth,  2478  28th  Ave., 
San  Francisco  CA  94116-2305. 

(415)  644-1499.  E-mail:  ginny@sirius.com. 
Support  group. 


CD/TS/SO— DIABLO  VALLEY  GIRLS: 
DVG,  PO  Box  272885, 

Concord,  CA  94527-2885.  (925)  937-8432 
Web:  www.transgender.org/dvg. 

E-mail:  dug@transgender.org.  Group 

CD/TS/SO— RAINBOW  COMMUNITY 
CENTER  OF  CONTRA  COSTA  COUNTY: 

2118  Willow  Pass  Road,  Suite  500, 

Concord,  CA  94520  (925)  692-0090 
E-mail:  mwalker@rainbowcc.org. 

Support  group. 

FTM  TS— FTM  INTERNATIONAL:  5337 
College  Avenue,  #142,  Oakland  CA  94618. 
Support  group  for  FTM  TSs. 

CD/TS/SO— PACIFIC  CENTER  FOR 
HUMAN  GROWTH:  2712  Telegraph  Ave, 
Berkeley  CA  94705.  (510)  548-8283. 1 & R 
(510)  841-6224.  E-mail:  paccent@pacbell.net. 
Web:  www.pacificenter.org.  Support  group. 

CD/TS— SWAN'S  INNER  SORORITY:  PO 

Box  1423,  San  Jose  CA  95109.  (408)  297- 
6900.  E-mail:  wendi@sisgirls.com  Web: 
www.sisgirls.com  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO— SACRAMENTO  GENDER 
ASSOCIATION:  PO  Box  215456, 
Sacramento,  CA  95821. 

(916)  482-7742.  Support  group. 

E-mail:  sacgender@hotmail.com 
Web:  www.geocities.com/westholly- 
wood/village/4409/ 

TS— LAMBDA  COMMUNITY  CENTER: 

c/o  Marsha,  919 — 20th  St.,  Sacramento,  CA 
95814.  Phone  (916)  729-8935  or  (916)  442- 
0185.  Support  and  educational  outreach. 

QSPIRIT— 3739  Balboa  St  #211,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94121.  (415)  281-9377.  E-mail: 
qspiritl@aol.com.  Web:  www.qspirit.org. 
Personal  & spiritual  development. 

TRANSUPPORT  GROUP  CENTER- 

308  Turk  St  #7,  San  Francisco  CA  94102 
(415)  902-8726.  A safe  place  to  be  yourself. 
Emotional  counseling,  referrals,  and  job 
placement. 

ALL/TV/TS/MTF/FTM/SO— RAINBOW 
GENDER  ASSOCIATION  PO  Box  700730, 
San  Jose,  CA  95170-0730 

CD— BORN  FREE  PO  Box  52829, 
Riverside,  CA  92517-2611.  Social  Support 

COLORADO 

TG— SOUTHERN  COLORADO  INTRA- 
REGIONAL  TRANSGENDERED  SOCI- 
ETY (S.C.I.R.T.S.)  Colorado  Springs, 
Colorado.  (719)  591-5860  Lisa  Jo  K.  Laptad 
Web:  www.geocities.com/westholly- 
wood/heights/ 4484 
Support  Group  meetings  every  Tuesday 
7pm  plus  every  3rd  Friday.  Anyone  who 
will  keep  confidentiality  is  welcome. 

CD/TS/TG/I/Questioning — Gender 
Identity  Center  of  Colorado,  Inc. 

1455  Ammons  St,. 

Ste  100,  Lakewood  CO  80215. 

(303)  202-6466.  E-mail: 

GICofColo@aol.com; 

Web  :www.gicofcolo.org.  Support, 
Education,  Outreach,  Advocacy  for  all. 
Evening  meetings  all  year  long:  Open  dis- 
cussion group  Mondays  7:30-930pm  SO's, 
friends  & helping  professionals  welcome; 
Transitions  for  all  transsexuals  Tuesdays 
7:00-9:00pm;  Spiritual  Journey,  1st 
Wednesday  of  month,  except  summer,  7:30- 
9:00pmCD  Guide  Fridays;  7:30-9:30pm; 
CD's  & SO's  Open  meeting/ social, 
Saturday,  7:00-9:00pm;  FTM's.  and  ques- 
tioning women,  3rd  Sunday  5:00-7:00pm 

CONNECTICUT 

CD/TS/SO— GBSING,  GBS,  PO  Box  162, 
Haddam,  CT  06438-0162. 

E-mail:  GBSING@aol.com  Support  Group. 


TG-Connecticut  outreach  society:  P.O.  Box 
163,  Farmington,  CT  06034-0163,  (860)  604- 
6343,  E-mail:  ctoutreach@aol.com,  Web: 
http://members.aol.com/ctoutreach 
Support  Group 

TS/SO— XX  (TWENTY)  CLUB:  PO  Box 
387,  Hartford  CT  06141-0387.  Support 
group. 

CD— CONNECTICUTVIEW:  c/o  Denise 
Mason,  P.O.  Box  2281,  Devon,  CT  06460.  E- 
mail:  Mason  D@aol.com.  Newsletter  and 
directory. 

T/G— TRANSACT:  Kaylen  (203)  661-2448 
Greenwich,  Conn.  Support  Group 

DELAWARE 

CD/TS/SO— RENAISSANCE— 
DELAWARE  CHAPTER:  PO  Box  5656, 
Wilmington  DE  19808.  (302)  376-1990. 
www.ren.org/Renaissance_D.html 
Support  group. 

FTM — Delaware  Boyz:  Steve,  (302)  856- 
7179 

FLORIDA 

TRI-ESS— MU  BETA  GAMMA  (Miami  FL 
Metro  Area  Chapter)  PO  Box  4126, 

Hialeah,  FL  33014-1126 

or  PO  Box  4621  Miami  Lake  Station 

Miami,  FL  33014 

Contact:  Barbara  Ann  (305)  595-9348  or 

Linda  (305)  653-8088 

E-mail:  barbaraannl@juno.com 

Web:  http://www.geocities.com/athens/ 

atrium/8168 

TG— NORTH  FLORIDA  SISTERS:  P.O 

Box  5765,  E.  Jacksonville,  FL  32447.  E-mail: 
cdarica@aol.com  Meets  2nd  Saturday  of 
each  month.  Support. 

TG— TRANSGENDER  SUPPORT 
GROUP:  P.O.  Box  4940  Greater  Fort 
Lauderdale,  FL  33339 
Every  Wed.  at  7:30pm  at  the  Gay,  Lesbian 
Comm.  Center.  Call  (954)  777-2328 

CD/TS— ALSO  4 YOUTH:  Sarasota,  FL 
(941)  426-8687  E-mail:  krjeffrey@aol.com 

ALL— FGS-  FREEDOM  OF  GENDER: 

Sarasota  FL.  Meets  3rd  Friday  of  the  month 
at  7:00  pm.  Contact  Kristin  at  (941)  426- 
8681  for  info. 

TG— EDUCATIONAL  SUPPORT 
GROUP:  for  the  Transgender  Community. 
Meets  at  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Comm. 
Center  of  Greater  Lauderdale,  Florida 
(954)  563-9500.  Ask  for  Michael  or  Heidi 

CD/TS/TG— PANTRA:  PO  Box  3426, 
Tallahassee,  FL  32315-3426. 

ALL— EMERALD  COAST  CHAPTER  OF 
PANTRA  We  are  a non-sexual  support 
group  for  the  transgendered  people  in 
Pensacola  and  the  surrounding  areas. 
Meetings  are  on  the  2nd  Saturday  of  the 
month.  For  more  information  contact: 
Emerald  Coast  Chapter  of  Pantra  S-129 
8084  N.  Davis  Hwy.  E3  Pensacola,  FL  32514 
Web:  www.geocities.com/westholly- 
wood/park/7800 

TRI-ESS— PHI  EPSILON  MU 
(Orlando,  FL  Metro  Area  Chapter) 

P.O.  Box  3261,  Winter  Park,  FL  32790 
Contact:  Alexis 
Phone:  407-382-8389.  Web: 
http://www.horizonusa.com/misc/fem.htm 

FTM — Florida  Boyz:  David,  E-mail: 
FTMOrlando@aol.com  (Orlando,  FL) 

TS— EVOLVE:  714  E.  Colonial  Dr., 
Orlando,  FL  32803-4639.  Meeting  times,  1st 
& 3rd  Tuesday,  7pm.  Phone:  (407)  425-4527. 
E-mail:  GLCS@flamingopark.com.  Support 
group. 
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Hollywood  FL  33022.  ^54)  4oo-'H77. 

E-mail  sus.in«iaol.com.  Support  group. 

TRI-ESS— GAMMA  CHI  BETA 
(Fort  Myers,  FL  Metro  Area  Chapter) 

SooO  College  Pkwv.  Ste.230, 

Ft  Myers  FL  3391“) 

Contact;  Alvcia 

Phone  (941)  481-1604  or  (941)  4S1-1410 
E-mail:  mmdbody@peganet.com 

CD/TS  SO— STARBL  RST:  PC  Bov  17411, 
aearwater  FL  34622-0411.  (S13)  523-8760. 
Support  group. 

\ Veb: wwvv.geod  des.com  westhollywood  / 
stonewall  9222 

E-mail:  sarah5oevvorldnet.att.net 

TS— ENCHANTE:  A.C.P.,  1180  Cleveland 
St  Clearwater  FL  34615.  Phone:(  813)  533- 
0012,  .Amanda.  Transsexual  support  group. 

TG — TLC,  P.O.  Bov  372711,  Satellite  Beach, 
FL  32937  (407)  858-2356  Karen.  E-mail: 
haleightgelaol.com  or  kj6781@palmnet.net 

TG/SO — TRANS/MISSIOX:  Open  support 
& discussion  group  for  all  TG  people  & 

SO  s meets  the  3rd  Saturday  of  each  month 
at  3:00pm.  FTM  SO  discussion  group 
meets  the  1st  & 3rd  Saturdays  of  each 
month  at  1:30pm  (S&M/  Kink-friendly) . All 
meetings  are  held  at  the  Center  of  Tampa 
Bav  4265  Henderson  Ave,  Ste.  B.  For  more 
info / directions  e-mail:  TransMissionFL 
©yahoo. com  or  write  PO  Box  17522, 

Tampa,  FL  33682. 

GEORGIA 

TRI-ESS— SIGMA  EPSILON  (Atlanta,  GA 
Metro  Area  Chapter)  Box  272, 

Roswell,  GA  30077-0272 

Cheryl — President:  cheryl645@aol.com 

Lauren — Outreach  Director 

Secure  voicemail:  770-552-4415 

Karen— Information  Services  Director 

kerricd@mindspring.com 

http:/ /wwwjnindspring.com/~kerricd/ 

sigep.htm 

CDTS/SO — ATLANTA  GENDER 
EXPLORATIONS:  P.O.  Box  98330, 

Atlanta,  GA  30359,  Tel:  (404)  250-8221 
E-mail:  ageinfo@ggea.org 
Web:  vvwTv.transgender.org  /tg/age 
Support  Group 

FTM — Georgia  Boyz:  Star, 

E-mail:  star@ellijay.com 

HAWAII 

HAWAII  TRANSGENDERED 
OUTREACH:  PO  Box  4530, 

Honolulu  HI  96812-4530. 

(808)  923-4270.  E-mail:  tghawaii@poi.net. 
http:/ /wTvw.newbies.net/htgo/ 

Hot  Line  8am-8pm,  7 days.  Support  group. 

GAY  & LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 
CENTER:  YWCA  47-388,  HUI IWA  St. 
#14-304,  Kaneohe  HI  96744-4416. 

IDAHO 

CD/TS/TG/SO—  IDAHO  TRANSGEN- 
DER SOCIETY:  P.O.  Box  7353,  Boise,  Idaho 
83707  (208)  331-6669.  Social  Support  Group 

ILLINOIS 

PARENTS  AND  FRIENDS  OF  TRANS- 
GENDER COMMUNITY:  PFTC,  c/o  EUie 
Altman,  Northbrook  IL  60062.  (847)  564- 
9496,  E-mail;  EllieAlt@aol.com.  Support 
group. 

TRI-ESS — CHI  Chapter  (Chicago,  IL 
Metro  Area  Chapter) , P.O.  Box  40, 

Wood  Dale,  IL  60191 
Phone  Shelly:  708-3831677 
E-mail:  Chitriess@aol.com 
Web  Site:  http://membersaol.com/ 
chitness/  trisss/  chimain.htm 


TG— TRANSGENDER  SPLENDOR 
SUPPORT  GROUP:  POB  441,  Urbana.  IL 
61801.  Tel:  (217)  359-5971.  Web: 
http  wvwv  prairienet.org/tsplendor 
Support  group. 

FTM— ILLINOIS  BOYZ:  POB  441,  Urbana, 
IL  61801.  Tel:  (217)  359-5971.  Web: 
http:  ' www.prairienet.org/tsplendor 

ALL— TRANSGENDER  OUTREACH 
PROJECT:  National  HIV  Prevention 
Project.  POB  441,  Urbana,  IL  61801.  Tel: 
(217)  359-5971. 

http://wTvTv.prairienet.org/tsplendor 

CDTS/SO— CENTRAL  ILLINOIS  GEN- 
DER ASSOCIATION:  CIGA,  c/o  Michele 
Maquire,  PO  Box  6002,  Champaign,  IL 
61826.  E-mail:  Mmaguire@soltec.net. 
Support  group. 

TG— CHICAGO  GENDER  SOCIETY,  PO 

Box  578005,  Chicago,  IL  60657.  (708)  863 
7714 

INDIANA 

GLBT— INDIANA  UNIVERSITY,  GLBT 
STUDENT  SUPPORT  SERVICES:  705  E. 
7th  st.,  Bloomington,  In.  474033809  tel: 
(812)  855-4252.  E-mail:glbtso  rv@indiana.edu 
Web:  http://wvvTv.indiana.edu/-glbtserv 

CD/TS/FTM/MTF/SO — IGS:  Attn:  Linda 
BB,  PO  Box  425,  Carmel  IN  46032. 

(317)  299-5377,  Angela. 

E-mail:  kaylin@iquest.net  Support  group. 

TONI— PO  Box  2372,  Portage  IN  46268. 
Phone  (219)  929-8533.  Support  Group  E- 
mail:  jenfermaresl@juno.com. 

FTM — Indiana  Boyz:  (Northern  Indiana)  . 
Glen:  E-mail:  Glen22213@aol.com 

CD/TS/SO/FTM/MTF— INTERNATION- 
AL GENDER  SUPPORT  (aka:  Shrinking 
Violets):  PO  Box  425,  Carmel,  IN  46032. 
(317)  781-0834.  Support  group. 

TG— TRANSGENDER  OUTREACH  OF 
NORTHERN  INDIANA  Post  Office  Box 
2372,  Portage,  IN  46368,  Hotline  Telephone: 
(219)  650-2142  E-mail:  slay@netnitco.net. 
Support  group. 

CD/TS/TV/SO/FTM/MTF — IXE:  PO  Box 
20710,  Indianapolis  IN  46220.  Phone:  (317) 
971-6976.  Web: 

http://members.aol.com/ixe/fish/ixe.html 
E-mail:  DCE@aol.com.  Support  group. 

FTM — IT'S  A BOY:  The  group  welcomes 
gender  varient  people  on  the  FTM  spec- 
trum and  those  who  support  them.  Meets 
once  a month  at  6:00pm  at  the  Diversity 
Center  in  Indianapolis  / e-mail:  vira- 
gol8@hotmail.com  or  call 
Diversity  Center  (317)  639-4297 

IOWA 

KANSAS 

TS-Support  Line:  Contact:  Frances  at  316- 
795-4876.  E-mail  Fransie@oswego.net 

CD/TS/SO— CROSSDRESSERS  AND 
FRIENDS:  CAE,  Box  4092, 

Overland  Park  KS  66204.  (913)  791-3847. 
E-mail:  jbfts®  aol.com  / Support. 

Web:  http/members.aol.com/kccaf. 

CD/TS/SO— WICHITA  TRANSGENDER 
ALLIANCE:  PO  Box  3002,  Wichita  KS 
67001-3002.  Bi-weekly  meetings.  Contact: 
Shelly  316-269-3104  or  Krystine  316-688- 
0816.  Support  group. 

KENTUCKY 

FTM— KENTUCKY  BOYZ:  Lee,  502-549- 
5619;  E-mail:  alphavamp@aol.com 
(Louisville) 


CD/TS/SO— THE  BLUEGRASS  BELLES: 

c/o  Angela,  PO  Box  20173,  Louisville,  KY 
40250.  (502)  446-2175,  digital  pager,  please 
enter  "55"  after  your  telephone  number.  E- 
mail:  angelaky@hotmail.com, 
efduhr@ukcc.uky.edu, 
dvvilsOO@ukcc.uky.edu,  or  acasbeer@jcc- 
uky.campus.mci.net.  Support  group. 

LOUISIANA 

CD/TS/SO— GULF  GENDER  ALLIANCE: 

PO  Box  56836,  New  Orleans,  LA 
70156-6836.  (504)  943-1999.  Support  group 
Web:  www.GGA.org 
E-mail:  InfoRequest@GGA.org 

MAINE 

ALL— TRANSUPPORT:  Box  17622, 
Portland  ME  04112.  (207)  862-2063. 

Support. 

ALL— MAINE  GENDER  RESOURCE 
AND  SUPPORT  SERVICE:  c/o  Jean 
Vermette,  PO  Box  1894,  Bangor  ME  04402- 
1894.  (207)  862-2063.  Education,  referrals, 
outreach. 

FTM — YANKEE  BOYZ:  A social /support 
group  for  those  bom  female  and  which 
'woman"  as  an  identity  does  not  fit.  FTM's 
Transsexuals,  Transgenderists,  TG  Butches, 
Stonebutches,  and  otherwise  very  mascu- 
line "guys"  of  all  orientations  welcome. 
Meets  second  Sunday  of  each  month  in 
Auburn,  ME,  4-6pm.  Info  from  PJ:  (207) 
783-4630.  yankeeboyz@hotmail.com 

FTM— MAINEBOYZ:  PJ,  E-mail: 
pjmears@megalink.net  (Maine) 

MARYLAND 

TRI-ESS— CHI  EPSILON  SIGMA, 

(Baltimore,  MD  Metro  Area  Chapter) 

P.O.  Box  505, 

Brooklandville  MD  21022-0505 
Contact:  Grace  Gardener 
E-mail  Grace:  tri_ess@hotmail.com 
http:/ /members.  tripod.com/~Chesapeake_Tri_Ess 

TS— TRANQUILITY  GENDER 
INFORMATION  SOCIETY,  BALTIMORE 
MARYLAND:  Support  and  Social  Group 
for  gender  varient  individuals.  Meetings 
4th  Saturday  of  the  Month  at  8pm.  Gay 
Lesbian  Community  Center  of  Baltimore, 
241  W.  Chase  Street, 

Baltimore,  MD  21201-4870. 

Contact:  (410)  488-7074, 
e-mail:  tcraan@oao.com 

CD— TRI-ESS  CHI  EPSILON  SIGMA: 

contact  Grace,  P.O.  Box  505, 

Baltimore,  MD  21022, 

E-mail:  tri_ess@hotmail.com  Web: 
http:/ /www.geodties.com/ 
WestHollywood/Stonewall/3432. 
Educational  and  social  activities,  monthly 
meetings,  large  couples  contingent,  exten- 
sive wives  networking  group. 

FTM— BALTIMORE  BOYZ:  Mary  (410) 
837-8888,  Gary  (410)  392-3640. 

CD/TS/SO— WASHINGTON-BALTI- 
MORE  ALLIANCE:  c/o  H.  Garfinkle,  PO 
Box  1994,  Silver  Spring,  MD  20915.  (301) 
649-3960.  Support  group.  Meets  in  DC 
Metro  area. 

TG/SO— TRANSGENDER  SUPPORT 
GROUP  OF  BALTIMORE:  c/o  GLCCB 

(Gay  & Lesbian  Community  Center  of 
Baltimore) , 241  W.  Chase  St., 

Baltimore  MD  21201.  Phone  (410)  837-5445 
10:00  a m. -6:00  p.m.  M-F  or  (410)  837-8888 
7:00  p.m.-10:00  p.m.  evenings.  Peer  and 
family  support  group.  Monthly  meetings. 

FTM— TRANS  INFO  PROJECT: 

Information  and  education  web  for  FTMs. 
Chat  Site  'Alex's  Garage  ' for  informal  chat 
and  Sunday  night  moderated  discussions. 
E-mail:  alexfox@erols.com 


MASSACHUSETTS 

ALL— IT'S  TIME,  MASSACHUSETTS! 

c/o  Penru  Matz,  PO  Box  812425, 

Wellesley  MA  02482-0019. 

E-mail  penn45@ma.ultranet.com. 
http:/  / www.tgender.net/itma 

ALL— THE  FREEDOM  FROM  GENDER 
SOCIETY  is  an  educational  and  social 
organization  for  people  who  neither  believe 
in  nor  self-identify  with  gender  categories 
and  who  oppose  all  gender  systems.  Meets 
bimonthly  at  MIT. 

E-mail:  FGSociety@aol.com 

ALL/CD/TS/SO/FTM/MTF— SUNSHINE 
CLUB:  P.O.  Box  564  Hadley,  MA 
01035-0564.  (413)  586-5004.' 

E-mail:  tbearll3@aol.com. 

Web:  http://www.umass.edu/stonewall/ 
sunshineclub.html  Support  group. 

INTERSEX— MIDDLESEX  GROUP: 

P.O.Box  25,  Newtonville,  MA  02160 
E-mail:  mdsx@juno.com  617-630-9263 
Specific  for  intersex  individuals. 

ALL— TIFFANY  CLUB  OF  NEW  ENG- 
LAND, INC.:  TCNE,  PO  Box  540071, 
Waltham  MA  02454-0071.  (781)  891-9325 
(answered  live  Tuesdays  7:00-10:00pm  ET)  . 
Web:  www.TCNE.org.  Support  group. 

FRIENDS  AND  FAMILY  SUPPORT 
TCNE,  P.O.  Box  540071,  Waltham,  MA 
02454-0071.  (781)  891-9325  Meets  2nd 
Friday  of  the  month. 

ALL— YOU'RE  NOT  ALONE:  group 
explores  different  aspects  of  how  being  a 
Transperson  affects  you,  your  family,  your 
life!  Johanna  at  (781)  891-9325. 

TS— CAMBRIDGE  SUPPORT  GROUP: 

(617)  661-9332,  meets  2 times  per  month, 
JAENIA@erols.com 

TS/TG— GENDER  SUPPORT  SERVICES 
FOR  TSS  (GISST):  (617)  227-6216. 
Education,  Outreach  and  Referrals. 
Sponsors  the  Transgender  Health 
Conference  of  New  England  each  year. 

FTM— COMPASS:  PO  Box  540229, 
Waltham  MA  02454-0229.  (781)  899-2212. 
http:  www.geocities.com/FTMcompass 
1st  Thursday  evening  of  the  month.  FTM 
support  group. 

FTM — FTM  Center,  PO  Box  642, 

Boston,  MA  02130.  (617)  971-9434 
E-mail,  ftmcenter@mailcity.com 
"The  voice  of  the  transsexual  man" 

Social  events.  Lionheart  spirituality. 

CD/TS/SO— INNVESTMENTS:  PO  Box 
2194,  Orleans  MA  02653. 

Web:  www.transgender.org/innv. 

Support  group. 

ALL-FREE  Boyz:  Northampton,  MA  E- 
mail:  Frankie  Hill  frankiejlh@aol.com 
Support. 

CD/TS/MTF/FTM— TRANS-CHAT:  Write: 
Trans-Chat,  P.O  Box  491,  Auburn,  MA 
01501.  2nd  & 4th  Thursday  night  of  each 
month  from  7:00  to  9:00pm.  Support  Group 
in  Worcester,  MA.  Michael  at 
(508)  770-9044  E-mail:  Transgndr@aoI.com 

Bi  GALA— UNIVERSITY  OF 
MASSACHUSETTS— LOWELL,  SIC(S) 
Box  #34,  Lowell,  MA  01854  E-mail: 
BiGALA@student.uml.edu 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND 
LESBIAN  YOUTH  (BAGLY):  is  a youth- 
led,  adult-supervised  social  support  group 
for  GLBT  youth  to  age  22.  Meetings  are 
held  weekly  at  St.  John  the  Evangelist 
Church,  35  Bowdoin  St,  Beacon  Hill,  near 
the  state  house.  Wed  6-9pm,  Sun  2-5. 

(617)  437-7683,  Web:  www.bagly.org. 
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GAY  & LESBIAN  ADOLESCENT 
SOCIAL  SERVICES  (GLASS)  runs  a com- 
munity center  providing  peer  support, 
adult  counseling,  and  safe  haven  for  youth 
age  13-25.  Near  Newbury  St  & Mass  Ave, 
open  M-F  4-8pm.  617-437-7683 

GET  IT,  GENDER  EDUCATION  FOR 
TRANS  AND  INTERSEXED  TEENS 

Offers  peer  support  for  Pre/Transihoning 
Youth.  Facilitated  by  Chris  Markowski, 
Executive  Director  Project  10  East.  Every 
Monday  6pm  at  Boston  GLASS.  Contact 
(617)  266-3349  or  (617)  864-GLBT. 

PROJECT  10  EAST:  maintains  an  office 
and  drop-in  center.  Education-oriented, 
particularly  helpful  for  those  dealing  with 
in-school  issues.  Teen  afternoon  activities 
Wednesdays  & Fridays  3-6pm.  Office  hours 
M-F  9am-lpm.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1145  Mass.  Ave,  Harvard  Square, 
Cambridge.  (61 7)  864-4528, 
http://Quniverse.com/plOe 

SIDNEY  BORUM  HEALTH  CENTER  pro- 
vides a free  clinic  for  primary  health,  men- 
tal & substance  abuse  care  for  GLBT  youth 
age  13-25. 130  Boylston  ST.  near  Tremont, 
walk-in  hours  4-7pm.  (617)  457-8140 

STEPPINGTONE:  POB  3789,  4 Central 
Street,  Worchester  MA  01613, 

(508)  770-9044. 

E-mail:  Steppingtone-4u@yahoo.com 

VICTIM  RECOVERY  PROGRAM, 
FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH 
CENTER:  provides  counseling  & advocacy 
for  GLBT  victims  of  hate  crime,  domestic 
violence,  sexual  assault  or  police  abuse.  If 
you've  been  victimized,  this  may  be  the 
best  place  to  start  getting  help.  They  are 
even  tracking  hate  crimes  against  transfolk. 
7 Haviland  St,  near  Boylston  St  & Mass 
Ave.  617-267-0900  x311  or  (800)  834-3242 
x311 

ALCOHOLICS  ANONYMOUS:  There's  a 
T-oriented  AA  meeting  every  week  at  IFGE 
in  Waltham  (call  781-899-2212  for  info) , 
and  a T-friendly  Gay  AA  meeting  every 
day  in  Boston.  Call  Central  Services  for  a 
free  copy  of  their  meeting  list.  (617)  426- 
9444 

YOUTH:  FATHER  BILL'S:  (617)  451-2011 

FTM— EAST  COAST  FEMALE-TO-MALE 
GROUP  (ECFTMG):  PO  Box  60585, 
Florence  Station,  Northhampton,  MA 
01062,  (413)  584-7616.  Meetings  2nd 
Sunday  of  the  month.  Peer  support  for  all 
female-to-male  transgendered,  cross- 
dressers, transsexuals,  and  our  significant 
others. 

PRISON  PROJECT:  Kia  Earp,  P.O.  Box 
1224,  Boston,  MA  02117-0224 
E-mail:  prisonproject@yahoo.com 
(617)  541-9338 

MICHIGAN 

TRI-ESS — LAMBDA  MU,  (Lansing  MI 
Metro  Area  Chapter) , P.O.  Box  246, 
Moline,  Ml  49335-0246  / 

Contact:  Annette  / Phone:  (616)  752-8058 
E-mail  Annette:  lambdamu@geocities.com 
Web:  http://www.lambdamu.com 

CD/TS/SO— I.M.E.  OF  WESTERN 
MICHIGAN:  PO  Box  1153,  Grand  Rapids 
MI  49501.  Web:  www.iserv.net/~ime. 
Support. 

TS— AFTER  SIX  SUPPORT  GROUP: 

Western  Michigan.  Contact:  Frances 
Campbell,  PO  Box  126,  Comstock  Park,  MI 
49321-0126 

FTM — MICHIGAN  BOYZ:  (Kalamazoo, 
MI) . Jonathan,  (616)  345-9070; 

E-mail:  tushu@complink.net 


ALL— CROSSROADS  CHAPTER,  INC. 

PO  Box  1245,  Royal  Oak,  MI  48068-1245. 
313-719-3267 

E-mail:  crtvmich@aol.com 
Web:  http://www.xroads.org 
ALL— NATIONAL  GENDER  DYSPHO- 
RIA ORG.(NGDO):  PO  Box  02732,  Detroit, 
MI  48202.  (313)  842-5258.  Peer  Counseling, 
support  group. 

FRIENDS  NORTH  T-GROUP:  P.O.  Box 
562  Traverse  City,  MI  49685-0562. 

(616)  946-1804 

Web:  www.members.tripod.com/ 
-FriendsNorth/groups.html 

TS— TRI-COUNTY  TRANSSEXUAL 
SUPPORT  GROUP:  Electrolysis 
Unlimited,  89  South  Blvd.  at  Rochester  Rd. 
(1/4  mi  south  of  M-59)  Suite  500,  Troy- 
Rochester,  Michigan.  Contact:  Udiko 
Svoren  248-879-2232  Liz  A.,  e-mail: 
chimera@home.com.  Meetings  are  free. 
Please  call  before  your  first  meeting. 

MINNESOTA 

GENDER  EDUCATION  CENTER:  GEC, 
PO  Box  1861,  Maple  Grove  MN  55311. 
Debra  Davis,  Director.  (612)  424-5445,  FAX 
(612)  425-8595.  Educational  outreach. 

TRI-ESS— BETA  GAMMA 

(Minneapolis,  MN  Metro  Area  Chapter), 
P.O.  Box  32014,  Fridley,  MN  55432 
Contact:  Sharon 

Phone:  1-877-4TR-IESS  (or  1-877-487-4377) 
(Toll-Free  in  MN,  ND,  SD,  IA,  WI) 

E-mail:  join@tri-ess.com 

Web  site:  http:/ /www. tri-ess.com 

YOUTH  DISTRICT  202:  2524  Nicollet 
Ave.,  So.  Minneapolis  MN  55408.  (612)  871- 
5559.  Fax  (612)  871-1445.  Safe  place  for 
GLBT  youth. 

CD— CITY  OF  LAKES  CROSSGENDER 
COMMUNITY:  CLCC,  City  of  Lakes 
Crossgender  Community:  PO  Box  14844, 
Minneapolis,  MN  55414.  (651)  229-3613. 
Social  support  for  the  transgender  commu- 
nity in  Minnesota. 

TRANSGENDER  HIV/AIDS  PREVEN- 
TION PROGRAM:  Human  Sexuality, 

Dept,  of  Family  Practice  and  Community 
Health,  U Minnesota  Medical  School,  1300 
So.  2nd  Street,  Suite  180,  Minneapolis  MN 
55454.  (612)  625-1500,  FAX  (612)  626-8311. 
Educational  outreach. 

MISSISSIPPI 

TRANSSUPPORT  LINE 

Contact  Frances  at  (316)  795-4876. 

E-mail:  Francie@oswego.net 

AURORA:  c/o  Melanie  Cuevas,  P.O.  Box 
922,  Kosciusko,  MS  39090 

TRI-ESS— BETA  CHI  MISSISSIPPI:  PO 

Box  31253,Jackson,  MS  39206-1253.  Lee 
Frances,  Secretary,  (601)  982-7678  (24  hrs) . 
Support . 

MISSOURI 

TRANSSUPPORT  LINE: 

Contact:  Frances  at  316-795-4876. 

E-mail  Fransie@oswego.net 

CD/TS/SO— ST  LOUIS  GENDER  FOUN- 
DATION: StLGF,  PO  Box  9433,  St.  Louis 
MO  63117.  (314)  367-4128.  StLGF@aol.com. 
Web:  members.aol.com /stlgfl  /index.html 

TRI-ESS— SIGMA  MU  (Springfield,  MO 

Metro  Area  Chapter) , P.O.  Box  6187, 

Springfield  MO  65801-6187 

Contact:  Rachel  L'Amour 

Hotline  (Riki):  417-830-9950 

E-mail:  sigma_mu@usa.net 

Web:  members.tripod.com/~Sigma_Mu/ 


NEBRASKA 

CD/TS/SO— RIVER  CITY  GENDER 
ALLIANCE:  RCGA,  PO  Box  3112, 

Omaha  NE  68103.  (402)  398-1255. 

E-mail:  sgibbons@synergy.net. 

Support  group. 

NEVADA 

TRI-ESS— THETA  UPSILON  GAMMA 
(Las  Vegas,  NV  Metro  Area  Chapter)  , 

P.O.  Box  42401,  Las  Vegas,  NV  89116 
Phone  Michelle:  702-387-3891 
E-mail:  lasvegastug@yahoo.com 

TG/CD/TS/SO — Transgender  Support 
Las  Vegas,  1120  Almond  Tree  Lane,  Suite 
207,  Las  Vegas,  NV  89104. 

Voice  mail:  (702)  392-2132, 

E-mail:  tgsupport.lv@usa.net  Web: 
www.transder.org/tg/vegas_tg/mdex.htm 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

PFLAG  OF  NEW  HAMPSHIRE:  T-SON, 
Tel:  (603)  622-4096,  NHTSON@aol.com 

TRI-ESS— TAU  SIGMA  NU  EPSILON 

(New  England  Area  Chapter)  P.O.  Box  7681 

Nashua,  NH  03060-7681 

gerri_buchanan@yahoo.com 

Web:  http:/ www.geocities.com/tri_ess_ne/ 

WRITERS  ETC.:  c/o  Abbey  M.  Greene,  PO 
Box  6211,  West  Franklin  NH  03235.  (603) 
934-3379.  Support  group. 

G/L/Bi/T/Q  YOUTH— SEACOAST  OUT- 
RIGHT: PO  Box  842,  Portsmouth  NH 
03802.  Phone:  (603)  431-1013.  Resource, 
referral,  support  for  those  21  and  younger; 
referral  only  for  those  over  21. 

NEW  JERSEY 

TRI-ESS— SIGMA  NU  RHO  (Trenton,  NJ 
Metro  Area  Chapter) 

PO  Box  9255,  Trenton  NJ  08650 
Contact:  Pat  / Voice  Mail:  (609)  392-1132 
E-mail:  SNRTRIS@hotmail.com 
Web:  http://www.geocities.com/West- 
Hollywood/Castro/3774 

TRI-ESS— CHI  DELTA  MU,  (New  York 
City  Metro  AreaChapter) 

P.O.  Box  1,  River  Edge,  NJ  07661-0001 

Contact:  Susan  Lynette 

Phone:  1-800-484-7593  (Code  4985) 

E-mail  (Tammie):  cdm81@hotmail.com 
Web:  http://www.geocities.com/ 
WestHollywood/Heights/7396/ 

CD/TS/SO— MONMOUTH/OCEAN 
TRANS  GENDER:  MOTG,  PO  Box  2972, 
Princeton  NJ  08543-2972.  (732)  219-9094.  E- 
mail:  vikkimmotg@aol.com.  Support 
group. 

CD/TS/SO— TRANSIT:  (908)  575-1161 
Support  group. 

CD/TS— NORTHERN  NEW  JERSEY: 

c/o  Ms.  Lynda  Frank,  PO  Box  9192, 
Morristown,  NJ  07960.  (973)  663-0772. 
E-mail,  lyndafranknyc@yahoo.com 
Support  group,  information  & referral. 

CD/TS— NJSUPPORT:  c/o  T.  Risley,  301  F 
Saunders  Ave.,  BellmawT,  NJ  08031.  (609) 
933-2233.  Meetings  1st  Saturday  of  the 
month,  Unitarian  Universalist  Church  of 
Washington  Crossing.  Renaissance  affiliate. 

TS— SINGLES  SOCIAL  GROUP:  for  pre 
and  post  op  mtf  and  single  understanding 
men.  A.J.  Gilberti,  609-296-6065. 

5-10pm.  E-mail:  agilberti@yahoo.com 
or  agilberti@hotmail.com 

NEW  MEXICO 

TG/MTF-FTM— TRANSGENDER  COM- 
MUNITY GROUP:  University  of  New 
Mexico,  Albuquerque  NM.  Phone  (505) 
260-1727.  E-mail:  egypt@unm.edu. 


Supportive,  educational  and  social  space 
for  ALL  transgendered  identities.  Meets 
every  Monday  night. 

THE  TRANSGENDER  SUPPORT 
GROUP/ALBUQUERQUE.  (505)  342-8077 
E-mail  Witast@aol.com 

NEW  YORK 

CD/TS/SO— IMPERIAL  QUEENS  & 
KINGS  OF  GREATER  NEW  YORK:  80 

Eighth  Avenue,  Suite  301,  New  York  NY 
10011.  (212)  229-1968  days,  (212)  627-1969 
evenings.  Open  social  group. 

FTM— NEW  YORK  BOYZ:  Sam,  E-mail 
srwl8@columbia.edu  (NYC) 

ALL— GENDER  IDENTITY  PROJECT: 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  Services 
Center,  208  West  13th  St.  New  York  NY 
10011  Tel:  (212)  620-7310.  Fax:  (212)  924- 
2657.  E-mail:  rblumenstein@gaycenter.org 
Support  groups  surrounding  gender  explo- 
ration, assists  people  with  substance  abuse 
and  HTV/ AIDS  prevention  Education 

BI-GENDER  RAP  GROUP:  c/o  Lynda 
Frank,  330  W.  45th  St.  Apt.  3H,  New  York, 
NY  10036.  Meets  2nd  Monday  each  month, 
6-8  pm  in  lower  Manhattan.  Contact: 

Lynda  Frank,  (212)  765-3561. 

CD/TS/SO— CROSSDRESSERS  INTL: 

404  W.  40th  St.,  #2,  New  York  NY  10018. 
(212)  570-7389,  or  (212)  564-4847  on  Wed. 
E-mail:  cdinyc@aol.com. 

Web:  wwwjnembei5.tripod.com/ -CDINYC 

CD/TS/SO— LONG  ISLAND  FEMME 
EXPRESSION:  LIFE,  Support  Group,  P.O. 
Box  1311,  Water  Mill,  NY.  11976-1311  Tel: 
516-283-1333,  answered  live  Sun.  Mon. 

Tues  eves,  from  7:30-10pm 
Speaker  Available! 

CD/TS/SO— TRANSGENDERISTS' 
INDEPENDENCE  CLUB:  TGIC,  PO  Box 

13604,  Albany  NY  12212-3604.  (518)  436- 
4513  live  Thurs.  7-9  p.m.  or  leave  a mes- 
sage and  instructions  for  calling  back. 
Support  group.  E-mail:  vicky_s@juno.com 

CD/TS/SO— TRANSGENDER  NET- 
WORK: PO  Box  753,  New  Paltz,  NY  12561. 
Support  group.  1st  & 3rd  Fridays 

TS— METAMORPHOSIS:  PO  Box  6260, 
Broadway  Station,  Long  Island  City,  NY 
11106-0260.  (718)  728-4615.  Support  group. 

ALL— ZAPPALORTI  SOCIETY,  GLBT, 
PSYCHARATRIC  SURVIVORS:  Weekly 
meetings.  Sat  2-4pm,  at  the  Lesbian  Gay 
Services  Center,  208  W.  13th  Street,  New 
York  City,  west  of  7th  ave.  (718)  422-1838 

EXPRESSING  OUR  NATURE  (EON): 

745  N.  Sauna  St,  Syracuse,  NY  13208  (312) 
426-1658  - Please  leave  message.  E-mail: 
ANNENNO@aol.com.  Meetings  are  held 
on  the  2nd  & 4th  Saturdays  of  the  month  at 
8 PM. 

BUFFALO  BELLES:  PO  Box  1701, 

Amherst,  NY  14226 
(716)  879-0973. 

E-mail:  buffalo_bells@juno.com.  Web: 
www.geocities.com  / WestHollywood  / 
Village/3339 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

FTM— NORTH  CAROLINA  BOYZ:  Terry: 
(919)  639-6158.  E-mail:  TLCRD96@aol.com 

CD/TS/SO— CAROLINA  TRANS-SEN- 
SUAL  ALLIANCE:  4037  East 
Independence  Blvd.,  Suite  111,  Charlotte, 
NC  28205, 

(704)  531-9988 

TRI-ESS— KAPPA  BETA  (Charlotte,  NC 
Metro  Area  Chapter)  P.O.  Box  12101, 
Charlotte,  NC  28220 
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Phone  (Shorn):  71H-565-5034 
E-mail:  infalady@kappabeta.org 
Web  site  http  www.kappabeta.org 

TRI-ESS— SIGMA  RHO  DELTA 
(Raleigh/Durham  \C  Metro  Area 
Chapter)  P.O  Box  90141, 

Raleigh  NC  27675-0141 
Contact:  Karen 

E-mail:  SigmaRhoDelta@yahoo.com 
Web  www.geodties.com  SigmaRhoDelta 

CD/TS/SO— PHOENIX  TRANSGENDER 
SUPPORT:  Phoenix.  PC  Bov  18332, 
Asheville  NC  2SS14  (828)  669-3889. 
Support  group.  E-mail:  jessicaash@aol,com. 

CD/TS/SO — TRIANGLE  GENDER  SOCI- 
ETY (TGS):  c/o  David  & Helen  Rogers, 
3425  Turkey  Farm  Rd.,  Durham,  NC  27705. 
Phone  (919)  96S-8070.  Support  group. 

NORTH  DAKOTA 

CD/TS/TV— TRANSGENDER  SUPPORT 
GROUP  OF  NORTH  DAKOTA:  c/o 

Debbie  Ann  Somero,  PO  Box  644, 
Wahpeton.  ND  58074-0644.  Phone  (701) 
642-1427.  Support  group 

OHIO 

ALL— IT  S TIME  OHIO:  PO  Box  21310, 
Columbus,  OH  43221,  (614)  4704245, 
E-mail:  itoh@stargate.com  Web: 
http:  www.Geodties-com/WestHoUywood/7977. 

Political  Action 

CD/TS/SO— CRYSTAL  CLUB:  PO  Box 
287,  Columbus  OH  43068-0287.  tel:  (614) 
844-5371.  http://www.gender.org/cc/ 
e-mail:  cc@gender.org 

TRI-ESS— ALPHA  OMEGA  (Northern 
Ohio,  Western  PA  Area  Chapter) , P.O.  Box 
2053,  Sheffield  Lake,  OH  44054-0053 
Phone  (Elaine):  216-556-0067 
E-mail  (Lisa):  info@triess-alphaomega.org 
Web:  http:/ / www. triess-alphaomega.org/ 

CD/TS/SO— CROSS-PORT:  PO  Box  1692, 
Cincinnati  OH  45201.  (606)  581-3711, 

E-mail:  wgbn68d@prodigy.com.  Support 
group. 

TRANS  FAMILY  OF  CLEVELAND 

Founded  to  provide  support  and  education 
for  transgendered  persons  and  their  fami- 
lies and  significant  others.  Robert  and 
Karen  Gross  (216)  691-HELP 
E-mail:  kittengr@aol.com 
Web:  www.geocities/westhollywood/4378 

OKLAHOMA 

ALL— TRANSUPPORT  LINE: 

Contact  Frances  at  (316)  795-4876. 

E-mail:  Fransie@oswego.net 

OREGON 

TS — TRANSSEXUAL  PEER  SUPPORT 
GROUP:  2400  NE  Broadway,  Portland  OR 
97204.  Phone:  (503)  441-6746.  Ask  for  Tracy. 
All  TS  of  all  ages  and  trans-curious  are 
invited  to  attend.  Thursdays  at  7p.m.  at 
Metropolitan  Community  Church  NE 
Broadway  at  24th  Ave.  E-mail: 
sue@altavista.net  Support  group. 

TV/CD/TS/TG/SO— NORTHWEST  GEN- 
DER ALLIANCE:  NWGA,  PO  Box  4928, 
Portland  OR  97208.  (503)  646-2802.  E-mail: 
nwga@nwgapdx.org. 

Web:  www.  nwgapdx.org.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO— CAPITOL  CITY  CHAPTER: 

PO  Box  3312,  Salem  OR  97302.  Support 
group 

TS— SALMACIS  SOCIETY/VERSITILE 
WOMEN:  PO  Box  1604,  Eugene  OR  97440- 
1604.  (541 ) 6884282.  Service  & information. 

TG— INTERMOUNTAIN  TRANSGEN- 
DER OUTREACH:  1524  Monroe  Avenue, 


La  Grande  OR  97850.  (541)  962-3466.  E- 
mail:  keol@eosc.osshe.edu.  Support  group. 

TRI-ESS— RHO  GAMMA  (Grants  Pass, 
OR  Metro  Area  Chapter,  Rogue  Valley 
Girls) , P.O  Box  5551, 

Grants  Pass  OR  97527 
Contact:  Lori 

E-mail  (Lori):  loritris@terragon.com 

PENNSYLVANIA 

TRI-ESS— EPSILON  MU  GAMMA 
(Northern  Pennsylvania  Endless 
Mountain  Girls) , 

P.O.  Box  4,  Three  Bridges  NJ  08887 
Contact:  Alice  Harding 
24-Hour  Voice  Mail:  570-364-2949 
E-mail:  emgtris@hotmail.com 
Web:  http:/ /www. tgforum.com 

FTM — P1TBOYZ:  Dan  & Michelle.  E-mail: 
rvindyl@aabe.com. 

CD/TS— TRANSPUT:  PO  Box  3214, 
Pittsburgh  PA  15230.  (412)  422-1558.  voice- 
mail:  (412)  669-6799, 

E-mail:  transpitt@usa.net 

Web:  members.xoom.com/transpitt. 

Live  phones  answered  2nd  and  4th 
Mondays  every  month  except  for  holidays 
between  7pm  and  9:30pm.  Member  meet- 
ings are  2nd  Saturday  of  each  month 
except  for  July  and  August.  Support. 

CD— TRAVELERS  EXPRESS:  PO  Box  150, 
Falls  Creek  PA  15840.  (814)  375-7651. 
Central  PA  region.  Self  expression  in  100% 
non  closeted  environment.  Passing  not  an 
issue,  presentability  essential.  Leave  mes- 
sage. 

CD/TS/SO— ERIE  SISTERS:  ESCC,  1903 
West  8th  Street,  Suite  261,  Erie  PA  16505.  E- 
mail:  eriesister@aol.com.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO— RENAISSANCE— LOWER 
SUSQUEHANNA  VALLEY  CHAPTER: 

Renaissance — LSV,  PO  Box  2122, 

Harrisburg  PA  17105-2122.  (717)  780-1578. 

E-mail:  lsv@ezonline.com.  Web: 

http:  / / www.ezonline.com/lsv.  Support 

group. 

CD/TS/SO— RENAISSANCE— LEHIGH 
VALLEY/POCONO  AREA:  Renaissance 
LV,  PO  Box  3624,  Allentown  PA  18106. 
Phone:  (610)  821-2955.  Support  group. 

FTM— LANCASTER  BOYZ:  Tom  (717) 
892-  4999.  E-mail:  malesic@prolog.net. 
(Philly  area) 

TS— THE  PHILADELPHIA 
TRANSSEXUAL  SUPPORT  GROUP 
(PTSSG) , 1201  Locust  Street,  Washington 
West  Project,  Philadelphia  Meets  in  the 
office  of  the  Transgender  Health  Action. 
The  1st  Saturday  of  each  month  at  4pm.  E- 
mail:  rica@netaxs.com 

FTM — WEXIST  Meetings  are  held  at 
William  Way  Community  Center,  Phila- 
delphia, on  the  2nd  Saturday  of  each 
month,  5:30pm.  to  7:00pm. 

For  additional  information  contact  us: 
Voice:  (215)  848-7674  box  6 
E-mail:  WeXist@aol.com  WeXist  is  a 
Philadelphia-based  non-political  FTM  sup- 
port group.  We  are  opento  all  who  are 
assigned  female  at  birth  and  have  gender 
identity  issues  or  questions,  or  are  in  need 
of  support  for  gender  concerns. 

CD/TS/SO— CROSS  DRESSERS  INTER- 
NATIONAL: CDI,  PO  Box  61,  Easton  PA 
1 8044.  S.  Kristine  James,  Director,  Karen 
Cioe,  NYC  Coordinator.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO— RENAISSANCE— EDUCA- 
TION ASSOC.  INC.:  Renaissance  GPC, 
987  Old  Eagle  School  Road,  Suite  719, 
Wayne  PA  19087.  (610)  975-9119.  E-mail: 
bensalem@bbs.cpcn.com.  Web: 
http://www.ren.org.  Support  group. 


FTM— PHILLY  BOYZ:  Steve  (215)  546- 
6444.  E-mail:  shock@asc.upenn.edu. 

CD/TS/SO/MTF/FTM— TRANSYOUTH 
SERVICES,  UNITY  INC.:  1207  Chestnut 
St.,  Philadelphia,  PA  19107.  (215)  851-1958 
or  (215)  851-1912.  Community  services  and 
"Butch  Brothers"  Philadelphian  FTMsupport 

RHODE  ISLAND 

ALL — Brown  University  Transgender 
Support  Group  meets  every  Monday  at 
8pm  in  the  Brown  University  Sarah  Doyle 
Women's  Center  on  Meeting  Street, 
between  Thayer  and  Brown  Streets. 
Contact:  Tucker_Lieberman@Brown.edu 

TENNESSEE 

CD/TS/SO— TENNESSEE  VALS:  PO  Box 

92335,  Nashville  TN  37209-2335.  (615)  664- 
6883  voice  mail. 

E-mail:  jlovel@ix.  netcom.com.  Web: 
http: /www.transgender.org/tg/tvals/. 
Support  group 

FTM— TENNESSEE  BOYZ:  (Nashville, 
TN) .:  Dustin,  (615)  431-9540;  FTM 
Resource  E-mail:  CyberBum7@aol.com 

TEXAS 

TRI-ESS— TAU  CHI  (Houston,  TX  Metro 
Area  Chapter)  8880  Bellaire  B2  PMB104, 
Houston  TX  77036 
Contact:  Jane  Ellen  Fairfax 
Phone  (Jane):  (713)  349-8969 
E-mail  (Jane):  JEFTRIS@aol.com 
E-mail  (Stacey):  staceyhou@aol.com 

TRI-ESS— PI  BETA  GAMMA  (Dallas- 
Fort  Worth  Metro  Area  Chapter) 

PO  Box  673,  Venus,TX  76084 
Phone:  888-473-7823  or  972-366-1268 
E-mail:  milomae@fastlane.net.  Web: 
http://www.geocities.com/Southbeach/CUffs/ 4873 

TG— GENDER  CONTINUUM  AT  THE 
WATERLOO  COUNSELING  CENTER 

Phone:  512-444-9922 
E-mail:  caycewakes@aol.com 
Support  group  for  transsexual.  Has  an 
intake  fee  of  $25.00  and  is  free  from  that 
point  forward.  The  first  and  third 
Wednesdays  of  each  month  are  for  FTM 
and  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  are 
MTF. 

TG— TRANSFORMATION 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  SERVICES 

Phone:  512-329-6699 

E-mail:  caycewakes@aol.com 

The  person  to  contact  at  either  the  Gender 

Continuum  or  Transformation 

is  Katy  Koonce. 

GLBT— COASTAL  BEND  GAY  PRIDE 
ALLIANCE 

Phone:  1-800-411-2027 
E-mail:  cbgpa@cbgpa.com 

TS— GALVESTON  / BRAZORIA  COUNTY 
COMMUNITY  AWARENESS  FOR 
TRANSGENDER  SUPPORT  (CATS) 

P.O.  Box  62 
Galveston,  TX 
Phone:  (409)  762-2243 
E-mail  tghelp@yahoo.com 
A volunteer  led  peer  support  group  devot- 
ed to  helping  transsexual  persons,  their 
partners,  families,  and  friends  accept  life 
and  experience  it  to  the  fullest. 

CD— HELPING  CROSS  DRESSER 
ANONYMOUS 

This  organization  is  not  trying  to  "cure" 
you  of  anything  except  your  shame  and 
guilt,  http://www.brendat.com. 

ALL— HOUSTON  PEOPLE 
EXCHANGING  POWER 
E-mail:  ladyml871@aol.com 
If  you  have  ever  an  interest  in  bondage, 
s&m,  etc.  contact  this  organization. 


Lady  M.  is  transgendered  and  is  also  a 
leader  in  their  transgendered  special  inter- 
est group 

TG/TS/SOFFA— TEXAS  ASSOCIATION 
FOR  TRANSSEXUAL  SUPPORT  (TATS) 

P.O.  Box  142  Bellaire,  Texas  77401 
Voice  mail:  (713)  780-4282 
E-mail:  tats@genderweb.org 
A volunteer  led  peer  support  group  devot- 
ed to  helping  transsexual  persons,  their 
partners,  families,  and  friends  accept  life 
and  experience  it  to  the  fullest. 

FTM— ALAMO  BOYZ 

E-mail  joeblowtx@hotmail.com 
Female  to  Male  transgender/ transsexual 
support  group.  Monthly  meetings 
in  Austin  and  San  Antonio.  Our  webpage 
is:  http://lonestar.texas.net/ -debra 

TG-FRIENDLY— ABLIED  QUEER: 

1517  B.  Missouri,  Houston  TX  7700 
EM:  james_e@iah.com 

CD/TS/SO— METROPLEX  CD  CLUB:  PO 

Box  141924,  Irving  TX  75014.  (972)  264- 
7103.  E-mail:  domiss@flash.net  Web: 
www.flash.net/~domega  Support  group. 

CD/TS— GULF  COAST  TRANSGENDER 
COMMUNITY,  P.O.  Box  66643,  Houston, 
TX  77266;  Call  (713)  780-4282. 

CD— HELPING  CDs  ANONYMOUS: 
HCDA,  239  Westheimer  (Office  of  Suzanne 
Anderson  Properties) , Houston  TX  77006. 
Tel:  (281)  520-3610  (pager) 

E-mail:  brenda@firstnethou.com. 

Support  Group. 

CD/TS/SO— BOULTON  & PARK  SOCI- 
ETY: PO  Box  17,  Bulverde,  TX  78163  (830) 
980-5354  live  Tues.  6-9  pm  CT. 

E-mail:  boulton@flash.net.  Support  group. 

TG— WEST  TEXAS  GENDER 
ALLIANCE:  5350  LLano,  Abilene  TX 
79605.  E-mail:  temsim@juno.com. 

CD/TS/SO— AUSTIN  SECOND 
IMAGE:  PO  Box  679,  Leander,  TX  78646, 
(512)  515-5460  personally  answered 
Wednesday  7-9pm.  e-mail 
caseyalena@yahoo.com 
web:  www.angelfire.com/tx/ 
AustinSecondlmage.  Support  group 

CD/TG/TS/TV/GLB— CENTRAL  TEXAS 
TRANSGENDER  SOCIETY:  A social 
group  comprised  of  those  who  aspire  to 
the  belief  that  the  best  therapy  is  social 
interaction  and  having  fun  with  friends 
and  people  who  don't  care  or  notice 
which  category  you  fall  into. 

Web:  www.cttgs.org 
e-mail:  msdevin  ©yahoo.com. 

TS— GENDER  CONTINUUM:  A free 
support  & education  group  that  meets  at 
the  Waterloo  Counseling  Center  on 
Wednesday  nights  at  7:00  PM.  The  1st 
and  3rd  Wednesdays  are  for  FtMs,  the 
2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays  are  for  MtFs. 
Contact  Katy  Koonce,  LMSW  at 
(512)  444-9922. 

UTAH 

TS/SO— WESTERN  TRANS-SEXUAL 
SUPPORT  NETWORK:  support  group 
for  Transsexuals,  SOs,  and  friends. 
Western  Transsexual  Support  Network 
4667  Holladay  Blvd,  Ste  2, 

Salt  Lake  City,  UT  84117.  (801)  277-8025 

CD/TS/SO— ALPHA  RHO,  SALT  LAKE 
CITY:  PO  Box  571242,  Salt  Lake  City,  UT 
84157-1242.  (801)  553-8141.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO— ENGENDERED  SPECIES: 

PO  Box  11897,  Salt  Lake  City  UT  84147. 
(801)  320-0551.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/TG/SO— SALT  LAKE  GENDER 
CONSORTIUM:  Genevera  Martin  Pres., 
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PO  Box  651073,  Salt  Lake  City  UT  84165- 
1073.  (801)  576-1416.  E-mail:  ' 
geneveram@aol.com.  Support  Group. 

VERMONT 

CD/TS— TRANS:  (802)  472-8115.  Meets  1st 
& 3rd  Tuesdays  in  Burlington.  Support 
group. 

CD/TS— VERMONT  TRANSGENDER 
SUPPORT  GROUP:  For  information  leave 
message  at  (802)  860-8430.  Support  group. 

VIRGINIA 

TRI-ESS— RHO  TAU  (Richmond- 
Tidewater  VA  Metro  Area  Chapter) 

Contact:  Lucy  Stone,  PO  Box  382, 

Norge,  VA  23127-0382 

E-mail:  lucyellenstone@aol.com 

Web:  http://www.transgender.org/rtc/ 

TG-LADIES  FIRST  SOCIAL  CLUB: 

Dumfries,  VA  (703)  441-0283.  E-mail 
lauraBCD@aol.com 

TRANS-GENDER  EDUCATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION:  PO  Box  16036,  Arlington 
VA  22215.  (301)  949-3822.  E-mail: 
tgea@juno.com.  Web: 
http://www.tgguide.com/guide/dc/ 
tgea~ndx.html.  Support  group. 

WASHINGTON 

INGERSOLL  GENDER  CENTER  FTM 
GROUP:  We  welcome  folks  from  all 
walks  of  life  and  all  orientations  and 
identities.  We  also  invite  SOFFA's  of 
FTM's  to  attend,  group  is  the  4th 
Saturday  of  every  month,  from  Ham  - 
lpm  at  Ingersoll  Gender  Center  (1812  E 
Madison,  Suite  106)  Seattle,  WA.  If  you'd 
like  any  more  information  about  our 
group,  please  feel  free  to  contact  me  at 
schreid@wdni.com  or  you  can  visit  our 
web  at  www.ingersollcenter.org/ 

CD/TS-CINDERELLA  CIRCLE:  304  W 

Champion,  Bellingham  WA  98225  (360) 
416-1437  E-mail:  mhowe@pioneemet.net 
Web:  http://www.pioneemet.net/ mhowe/ 
Support. 

FTM— SPECTRUM  SUPPORT  GROUP: 

2 support  groups  per  month  for  those 
born  female  bodied  but  who  live  with 
masculine  gender  expression.  Meetings 
are  Free.  Located  downstairs  at  Beyond 
the  Edge  Cafe,  703  E.  Pike  Seattle,  WA. 
First  and  4th  Wednesday  of  the  month  7- 
9pm.  (206)  949-7469  Spencer  (contact 
person)  . e-mail:  MstrSpence@aol.com 

CD/TS/SO— PAPILLON: 

C/O  R2C2,  206  1/2  E.  Wellesley,  Spokane, 
WA  99207.  Ph:  (509)  458-2741.  A social  sup- 
port group  for  the  transgendered  commu- 
nity in  eastern  Washington  and  North 
Idaho.  Meets  weekly. 

DC/SO— EMERALD  CITY: 

PO  Box  31318,  Seattle,  WA  98103. 

Web:  www.adminw.com/em 

WASHINGTON,  DC 

FTM— DC  BOYZ:  Adam  (301)  270-0372.  E- 
mail:  romandede@aol.com.  (Metro  DC.) 

CD/TS/SO — PFLAG  (Parents,  Families 
and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays):  1101 — 
14th  St.  NW,  Suite  1030,  Washington,  D.C. 
20005.  Phone  (202)  638-4200. 

Fax  (202)  638-0243.  E-mail:  info@pflag.org. 
Web:  http://www.pflag.org. 

CD/TS/SO— WASHINGTON-BALTI- 
MORE  ALLIANCE:  c/o  H.  Garfinkle,  PO 
Box  1994,  Silver  Spring,  MD  20915.  Phone 
(301)  649-3960.  Support  group.  Meets  in 
metro  D.C. 


TG— TRANSGENDER  EDUCATION 
ASSOCIATION  of  Washington  DC:  Web: 
www.zzapp.org  or  E-mail:  tgea@zzapp.org 

WISCONSIN 

CD/TS/SO— GEMINI  GENDER  GROUP: 
PO  Box  44211,  Milwaukee  WI 53214. 
(voicemail) . (414)  297-9328 
E-mail:  75261.1443@compuserve.com. 

Web:  www.netwrx.net/~ggg.  Support 

LESBIAN,  GAY,  BISEXUAL  AND 
TRANSGENDER  CAMPUS  CENTER, 

Memorial  Union,  800  Langdon  Street, 
Madison,  WI  53706 

BAHAMAS 

GLBT— HOTLINE  (242)  328-1816  from 
8pm-10pm.  Mon-Lesbian  Issues  ask  for 
Dianna.  Tues.  Transgender  Issues  ask  for 
Connie  Wed.  Gay  Issues  ask  for  David. 

CANADA 
NOVA  SCOTIA 

TS/TG— GENDER  EXPRESSIONS 
ATLANTIC.  Support  Group.  Members 
throughout  Atlantic  provinces. 

E-mail:  robin_southem@yahoo.com  or 
www.geocities.com/gender_expressions 

QUEBEC 

TS/SO— FACTT— QUEBEC:  Box  293,  Cote 
de  Neiges  Post  Office,  5858  Cote  de  Neiges 
Blvd.,  Montreal,  Quebec,  CANADA  H3S 
2S6.  French-speaking  referrals,  medical  and 
psychological  sendees  and  support  group. 

CD/TS/SO— CLUB  MET:  4113  Dorion 
Street,  Montreal,  Quebec,  CANADA  H2K 
3B8.  (514)  528-8874.  Support  group. 
(Formerly  TAM.) 

TS/SO— TRANSSEXUALS  IN  PRISON: 

Non-prisoners  contact  Dee  Farmer, 
23288037,  PO  Box  4000,  Springfield  MO 
65808.  Prisoners  contact  Mrs.  Patricia 
Fisher,  Succ  293  Cote-des-Neiges,  5858 
Cote-des-Neiges  Blvd,  Montreal,  QC, 
CANADA  H3S  2S6. 

LESPECTRE  (Montreal):  514-528-1700 
Michelle  de  Ville 

TRANVESTIS  MONTREAL: 

e-mail:  mac@mlink.net/ ~mac/ tvm.html 

ONTARIO 

TS— TRANSITION  SUPPORT:  The 

Church  Street  Community  Centre,  519 
Church  Street,  Toronto,  Ontario,  CANADA 
M4Y  2C9.  Support  group.  2nd  & 4th 
Fridays  7-10pm 

CD/TS/SO— XPRESSIONS:  PO  Box  223, 
Station  A,  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada  M5W 
1B2.  (416)  410-6949. 

Web:  www.xpressions.org. 

Support  group. 

CD/TS— STREET  OUTREACH  SER- 
VICES: c/o  W.  Travers,  622  Yonge  St,  2nd 
FI,  Toronto,  Ontario,  CANADA  M4Y  1Z8. 
(416)  926-0744  (24  hours)  . Multitude  of  ser- 
vices for  TG  youth. 

IS— PATRICIA  FLORA:  PO  BOX  425, 
Postal  Station  C,  1117  Queen  Street  West, 
Toronto,  Ontario,  CANADA  M6J  3P5. 

CD/TS/SO/FTM/MTF — TAKE  A WALK 
ON  THE  WILD  SIDE:  161  Gerrard  St.  E, 
Toronto,  Ontario,  CANADA  M5A  2E4. 

(416)  921-6112  (24hr) . TS  support  group, 
professional  services. 

E-mail:  info@wildside.org. 

Web:  www.wildside.org. 

FTM/SO— CANADIAN  BOYZ 

Marcus  Charles  Frappier 
(416)  466-0235  E-mail:  mc@oil.ca 


CD/TS/SO— GENDER  MOSAIC:  PO  Box 
7421,  Vanier  Ottawa,  Ontario,  CANADA 
K1L  8E4.  (819)  770-1945.  Support  group. 

FTM— ONTARIO  FEMALE  TO  MALE 
NETWORK:  378-532  Montreal  Road, 
Ottawa,  ON,  K1K  4R4  613-742-5221 
E-mail:  onftm@cyberus.ca 

OTTAWA  TS  DISCUSSION  GROUP: 

P.O.  Box  42067, 

RPO  St.  Laurent,  Ottawa,  ON,  K1K  4L8, 
E-mail:  ts-ottawa@canada.co. 

Web:  members.xoom.com/ottawas/ 

SO-SOS  CLUB,  The  519  Church  St. 
Community  Certre,  519  Church  street, 
Totonto,  ON  M4Y  2C9 
E-mail:  sosclub@idirect.ca 
Web:  webhome.idirect.com/~pIayers 

MANITOBA 

CD/TS/SO— PRAIRIE  ROSE  GENDER 
GROUP:  PRGG,  Box  23  Grp  4 RR1, 
Dugald,  Manitoba,  ROE  0K0.  CANADA. 
(204)  257-2759.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO— MASQUERADE:  c/o  Lady 
Godiva  Boutique,  832  Corydon  Ave., 
Winnipeg,  Manitoba,  Canada,  R3M  0Y2, 
Support. 

CD/TS/SO— RAINBOW  RESOURCE 
CENTRE:  POB  1661  Winnipeg,  Manitoba 
Canada  R3C  2Z6.  (204)  474-0212,  FAX: 

(204)  478-1160.  Toll-free  in  Manitoba  and 
Northwestern  Ontario:  1-888-399-0005. 
E-mail:  wglrc@escape.ca 

ALBERTA 

CD/TS/SO— ILLUSIONS  SOCIAL 
CLUB  EDMONTON  Box  356,  Main  Post 
Office  Edmonton,  AB.  T5J  2J6  Our  phone 
# is  (403)  988-3294 
E-mail:  edm_illusions@juno.com 

CD/TS/SO— ILLUSIONS  SOCIAL  CLUB: 

c/o  B&B  Emporium,  426  8th  Ave.  S.E., 
Calgary.  Alberta,  Canada  T2G  0L7 
Phone  (403)  265-7789 

EDMONTON  TRANSGENDER 
SUPPORT  LINE:  (403)  988-3738 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

TS— TRANSSEXUAL  SUPPORT  GROUP: 

Dr.  Angela  Wensley,  14905  32nd  Avenue, 
White  Rock,  British  Columbia,  CANADA 
V4P  1A4.  (604)  536-2053.  Support  group. 

CD/SO— CORNBURY  SOCIETY:  Box 
3745,  Vancouver,  British  Columbia, 
CANADA  V6B  3Z1.  Support  group. 

(604)  862-1321, 

E-mail:  cornbury@bc.sympatico.ca 
Web:www.transgender.org/ tg/com- 
bury/ 

CD/TS— FOUNDATION  FOR  THE 
ADVANCEMENT  OF  TRANS-GEN- 
DERED  PEOPLE'S  SOCIETY:  FATE, 

1-1727  William  Street,  Vancouver,  British 
Columbia,  CANADA  V5L  2R5 
(604)  254-9591. 

TG/TS/CD— ZENITH  FOUNDATION: 

Box  46,  8415  Granville  Street,  Vancouver, 
British  Columbia,  CANADA  V6P  4Z9. 

(604)  261-1695. 

Web:  www.GenderWeb.org/~zenith/ 
E-mail:  Tamaras@istar.ca 

BC  FTM  NETWORK:  P.O.  Box  10,  1895 
Commercial  Drive,  Vancouver,  BC, 

V5N  4A6  (604)  862-1321 
E-mail:  bcftmnet@hotmail.com 

DREAM  GIRLS  P.O.  Box  535,  Kamloops, 
BC  V2C  5L7 


NOVA  SCOTIA 

ATG  (ATLANTIC  TRANSGENDER) 

in  Halifax  E-mail:  atggrp@geocities.com 
Web:  www.geocities.com/ 
WestHollywood  /7557/ 

VALLEY  PRIDE  (KENTVILLE) 

E-mail:  mike.giffin@ns.sympatico.ca 
Web:  www. geocities.com/ 
WestHollywood/  Heights/2377/ 

PUERTO  RICO 

SIDA  DE  PUERTO  RICO:  PO  Box  36- 
4842,  San  Juan  PR  00936-4842.  Phone  (787) 
782-9600.  Fax  (809)  782-1411.  HTV/AIDS 
outreach  organization. 

SIDA  DE  PUERTO  RICO:  Calle  16  SE 
#1200  Caparra  Terrace,  Rio  Piedras  PR 
00921.  Phone  (787)  782-9600  Fax  (787)  782- 
1411.  HTV/AIDS  outreach  organization. 

SIDA  DE  PUERTO  RICO:  Calle  Estrella 
#30,  Ponce  PR  00731.  Phone  (787)  844-9600. 
Fax  (787)  841-1485.  HTV/AIDS  outreach 
organization. 

MEXICO 

GUADALAJARA,  JALISO,  MEXICO 

44190.  Cris-Lida 

E-mail:  crisalidagdl@usa.net 

Web: 

www.geocities.com/WestHollywood/ 

ViUage/5613/ 

AgrupaciUn  Mexicana  de  Travestis, 
Crossdressers,  Transgenderistas  y 
Transexuales.  Soporte,  Apoyo  y Servicios 
VISITANOS! 

SPAIN 

BARCELONA:  COLECTIVO  DE 
TRANSEXUALES  DE  CATALUNYA 
(CTC)  Meeting  Mondays  7-9pm,  Tel:  34  93 
3005946,  E-mail:  lenaimoi@pangea.org 
Mailing  Address:  Apartado  de  correos 
Num.  32081,  Barcelona  Spain  08080 

MADRID:  CLINICA  ISADORA,  Pirineos 
7,  Madrid,  Spain  Tel:  34  91  3111000,  Fax:  34 
91  3116238,  E-mail:  isadora@omc.telprof.es 
Coordinator:  Empar  Pineda  Mon-Fre 
10:30am — 5pm.  Director:  Dr.  S.Z.  Chami. 
Surgeons:  Dr.  Chami  and  Dr.  Hage  from 
Free  University  of  Amsterdam. 

TS— COLETIVO  DE  TRANSEXUALES 
DE  CATALUNA:  C.  Balmes,  70,  lo  la,  08830 
Sant  Boi  de  Lobregat,  Barcelona.  Phone: 
08080  3454  6398  Wed.  7.30-9  pm.  Please 
speak  Spanish. 

TS/FTM/MTF — IDENTIDAD  DE  GEN- 
ERO:  Apartado  3023,  Granada  18080.  Non- 
profit support  group. 

ARGENTINA 

TS— TRANSSEXUALS  FOR  THE  RIGHT 
OF  LIFE  AND  IDENTITY:  TRANSDEV1, 

Casilla  de  Correo  151,  C.P.  1748  Gral. 
Rodriguez,  Buenos  Aires. 

BRAZIL 

TS— PURPURINA  (GLITTER)  PROJECT: 

Katia  Monteiro,  no.  55  Rua  DA  Gloria,  #30, 
Gloria,  Rio  de  Janeiro.  Phone:  02-252-4757. 
FAX:  02-227-5944.  Educational  outreach. 
AIDS  awareness,  referrals. 

TS— GRUPO  BRASILEIRO  de  TRAN- 
SEXUAIS  (Brazilian  Transsexual's  Assoc.): 

Caixa  Postal  1097,  Cuiaba-MT  78.005-970. 

AFRICA 

NIGERIA 

TRANSFORMATION  SECOND  SELF: 

c/o  Jane  Enuneku,  KM  4 Idiroko  Road,  PO 
Box  1006,  OTA,  OGUN  STATE,  WEST 
AFRICA.  Tel:  039-722615  Fax:  039-722467 
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SOUTH  AFRICA 

PHOENIX:  c o Desiree  Dexter.  TO  Bov 
1332.  Springs.  I5o0.  Gauteng.  Phone: 

+27111  3rd  5247. 

SATKl : (S.  AFRICAN  TRANSEXUAL 
RESEARCH  UNIT)  PO Box  S';' 
Houghton.  Johannesburg  2041. 

ENGLAND 

ALL — AGENDER:  Vtnnie  or  Suzanna,  c/o 
Inpatients  Advocacy  Service,  Aldermands 
Lodge.  The  Caludon  Centre.  Walsgrave, 
Coventry.  CV22TE,  UK. 

TV/TS— TRANSESSEX:  POB  3,  Basildon, 
Essex  SS14  1PT.  Tel:  (01268)  583761  E-mail: 
stacvrJtransessex.nildram.eo.uk.  Support. 

TVTS— TRANS-YORKS,  c/o  17-21 
Chapel  Street,  Bradford,  UK,  BD1  5DT. 
E-mail:  infcneitrans-yorks.org  / Web:  www. 
trans-yorks.org.  Trans-yorks  is  a Yorkshire- 
based  network  of  transpeople  providing 
free  membership,  information,  social 
events,  and  support  sendees  for  transgen- 
dered  people  and  their  partners. 

TS— AIS  SUPPORT  GROUP:  2 Shirbum 
Ave  Nlainsfield,  Notts.,  NG18  2BY.  E-mail: 
100572.2376@compusene.com. 

TS — MANCHESTER  Support  Group 
forming  for  non-op/pre-op/post-op  TS’s. 
All  new  members  welcome,  please  contact 
Jol  <LexMacx@aol.com> 

TV/TS— BEAUMONT  SOCIETY: 

27  Old  Gloucester  Street,  London, 
WC1N-3XX.  Phone:  +44  (0)  1582-412220. 
24hr  information  line.  Web:  http://home- 
town.aol.com/bmontsoc/index.htm 
Membership  fee.  Support  group 

BEAUMONT  SOCIETY  PARTNERS' 
GROUP:  phones:  +44-1223-441246  (South) , 
+44-1203-717528  (Central  & Wales)  . 

GENDYS  NETWORK:  BM  Gendys, 
London,  England  DE56  IDE,  Phone:  01773 
828973,  E-mail:  jedbland@mcmail.com 
Web:  www. gendys.mcmail.com/  Group 
for  MTF  & FTM. 

TS— CHANGE:  BM  Box  3440,  London 
WC1N  3XX.  Phone:  +44-0-1303-259543.  E- 
mail:  TSlCHANGE@AOL.COM.  Web: 
users.aol.com  / tslchange/private/  home- 
page.htm. 

FRIENDS  MERSEYSIDE:  36  Bolton  Street, 
Liverpool,  L3-5LX.  Phone:  +44-151-709- 
3181,  Fri.  7.30-9  GMT. 

FTM  NETWORK  lalso  PRESS  FOR 
CHANGE]:  BM  Network,  London,  WC1N 
3 XX.  Phone:  +44-161-423-1915,  Wed.  8pm- 
10.30  pm  Wed.  GMT  E- 
maila.t.whittle@mmu.ac.uk. 

Web:  www.pfc.org.uk/press  for  change. 
Support,  political  lobbying  and  education 
group. 

THE  GENDER  TRUST:  BM  Gentrust, 
London,  WC1N-3XX.  Tel:+44-l  305-269222 
before  10  pm  GMT.  Overseas 
Representative,  Dorothy  Francis,  The 
Gender  Trust,  3 Hartington  Villas,  Hove, 
BN3  6HF,  ENGLAND 

TS— GENDER  IDENTITY  CONSULTAN- 
CY SERVICES:  Phone:  +44-1071  244  6090, 
FAX:  0171  244  6090.  E-mail:  GICS@aol.com. 

INTERNATIONAL  GENDER  TRAN- 
SIENT AFFINITY:  Box  2,  1 Banks 
Building,  School  Green  Road,  Freshwater, 
Isle  of  Wight,  P040-9AJ.  Human 
rights/research. 

MERMAIDS:  BM  Mermaids,  London 
WC1N  3XX.  Group  for  children  and 
teenagers  with  gender  dysphoria  and  their 
families. 


TV— NORTHERN  CONCORDE:  M60 

1LN,  Manchester  E-mail: 
lennvB@Concord.nwnet.co.uk 

TS— NEW  GROUP  FORMING: 

We  ate  forming  a splinter  group  from 
Northern  Concorde  and  will  hold  our  first 
meeting  on  May  1st  2000  upstairs  at  the 
Hollywood  Experience,  BloomStieet, 
Manchester  from  7-00  - 11-OOpm  in  the 
upstairs  back  bar.  It  is  hoped  that  we  will 
become  a TS  support  group  for  anyone 
who  is  not  TV,  but  rather  non-op/  pre-op/ 
post-op  TS  All  new  members  will  be  wel- 
comed. Jol  (LexMacx@aol.com) 

OUSU  TRANSGENDER  GROUP:  Oxford 
University  Student  Union,  Little  Clarendon 
Street,  Oxford.  Phone:  +44-1865-270777. 

ROSE’S  CLUB/repartee:  P.O.  Box  186 
Barnsley,  South  Yorkshire,  S73  oyt, 

England,  Tel/Fax  +44  1226  754252.  E-mail: 
roses@repartee.co.uk.  URL:  http:/ /www. 
repartee.co.uk.  Support  for  transgendered 
and  partners  + magazine  and  newsletters. 

VANITY  CLUB  UK  FOR  GIRLS  ON  THE 
INTERNET:  Provides  friendship  and  con- 
tact with  others  for  those  wishing  to  get 
out  and  enjoy  being  T.  For  details,  Web: 
http://www.  geocibes.com/westholly- 
wood/ village/7604/ 

THE  WAYOUT  CLUB,  PO  Box  70, 

Enfield,  EN1  2AE  England. 

Tel:  0208  366  0517  or  07778157290. 

E-mail:  Vicky@wayout-publishing.com. 
Web:  www.wayout-pubhshing.com 
Steffan  and  Vicky  Lee  host  possibly  the 
worlds  best  night  out  for  TVs  TSs.  Drag 
plus  friends  and  family.  EVERY  week  with 
a Hoor  Show  or  Wild  Event.  Dance  & Dine 
amongst  a friendly,  clientele — of  every  age, 
race,  sexuality  and  gender. 

IRELAND 

TRANS-GENDER  ARCHIVE:  c/o  Dr. 

Richard  Ekins,  University  of  Coleraine, 
County  Londonderry,  Northern  Ireland, 
BT52  ISA  Library  and  archive  reference 
resource  and  research.  +44  1265  44141. 

BELFAST  BUTTERFLY  CLUB:  Northern 
Ireland,  P.O.  Box  210,  Belefast  BT1  1BG  +44 
1585  430408 

SCOTLAND 

CROSSLYNX:  c/o  SGLS,  PO  Box  38 
Glasgow,  G2-2QF.  Phone:  +44-141-221-8372. 
HelpLine:  +44-141-332-3333. 

BEAUMONT  SOCIETY  PARTNER'S 
GROUP:  phones:  +44-01389-380389. 

WALES 

SOUTH  WALES  TV/TS  GROUP:  c/o 

Martina  Rees,  56a  Kinross  Ct,  Ridgway 
Road,  Llan-Romney,  Cardiff,  VF3-9AE. 

FRANCE 

ASSOC.  BEAUMONT  CONTINENTAL: 
ABC,  BP-3,  F-68350  Didenheim. 

ASSOCIATION  D'AIDE  AUX  TRANS- 
SEXUELS:  AAT,  Maison  des  Associations, 
93  La  Canabiere,  1 3001  Marseille. 

ASSOCIATION  DEVENIR  FEMME:  Les 

Terrasses  du  Mediterranee,  13006 
Marseille. 

ASSOCIATION  DU  SYNDROME  DE 
BENJAMIN:  Relais  59-59  avenue 
Daumesnil,  3 r Keller,  75012,  Paris.  01  43  47 
2125. 

CARITIG:  B.P.  17-22,  75810  PARIS  CEDEX 
17,  FRANCE.  Phone  33-1-42-27-42-28.  Fax 
33-1-64-31-05-82.  Web:  http://www.mter- 
social.org/caribg.  Center  for  assistance. 


research  and  information  on  transsexuality 
and  gender  identity. 

SWITZERLAND 

TV-TS— TRANSPERSONA  Postfach 
6788,  Zurich.  Switzerland  CH-8023 
E-mail:transpersona@hoymail.  com  URL: 
http:  // www.geocities.com/ WestHoIly- 
wood/Park/4111.  Open  membership. 
Monthly  meetings.  Membership  fee. 

TS— SELBSTHILFE  GRUPPE:  Postfach 
92,  CH-9008  St.  Gallen. 

KONTAKFORUM  FEMME  TRAVESTIE: 

Postfach  6788,  CH-8023,  Zurich. 

GERMANY 

IS— AIS  SELBSTHILFEGRUPPE:  Postfach 
7,  71201  Rottenburg  am  Neckar.  (Fluent 
English,  German.) 

BODY  AND  SOUL:  c/o  KIBISS  KISS. 
Hanover.  Phone:  +0511/666567  oder 
Stefanie  0511/457347. 

TV/TS— CHELSI  E.V.:  Treff  Sachsen, 
Roesslerstr.  9,  09113  Chemnitz.  Phone:  +49- 
371-50094  (Friday  only)  . FAX:  +49-371- 
55867. 

CLUB  NEUES  LEBEN  NOVA:  PO  Box 
710232,  80634  Munchen.  Phone:  +49- 
089/7916643,  6-6:30  pm  (CET)  . speak 
German. 

SELBSTHILFEGRUPPE  FRANKFURT 
AM  MAIN:  Postfach  10  10  46,  63010 
Offenbach.  Tel.  069/8001008. 

TV/TS— GEREDE  E.V.:  Treff  Sachsen, 
Wiener  Strasse  41,  01219,  Dresden.  Phone: 
+49-351  /4640220  (Friday  only) . 

INFORMATIONS  KONTAKT  UND  VER- 
MITTLUNGSSTELLEFUR  TRANSSEX- 
UELLE  MENSCHEN  IN  BADEN  WURT- 
TEMBERG  E.V.:  IKV,  c/o  AOK  Karlsruhe, 
Kriegstr.  41,  D-76133,  Karlsruhe. 
Phone/FAX:  +49-721-62-3382. 

LEBENSBERATUNG  FUR  TRANSEX- 
UELLE  MENSCHEN  IM  SAARLAND: 

c/o  Dr.  Waltraud  Schiffels,  Schlossstr  6,  D- 
66117,  Saarbruecken.  Phone:  +49-0681- 
583912 

SELBSTHILFEGRUPPE  FUR  TRANSSEX- 
UELLE  MENSCHEN  IN  TUBINGEN: 
DAGMAR  KALTENMARK,  c/o 

Sozialforum,  Tubingen  e.V.,  Paulinenstr.  25, 
D-72072,  Tubingen. Phone:+49-7472-6048.E- 
mail:  100722.3070@compuserve.com. 

SELBSTHILFEGRUPPE:  Monika  Lusche, 
Muehlstr.  26,  74399  Waldheim.  Phone:  +49- 
7143-33502.  Astrid  Votz,  Forstr.  10,  71111 
Waldenbach.  Phone:  07157/8222.  E-mail: 
10722.3070@compuserve.com  or 
10157.1116@compuserve.com. 

SONTAGSCLUB  E.V.:  Rhinover  Strasse  8, 
D-10437,  Berlin.  Phone:  +49-30-208-2035 
(Friday  6-8  CET) . E-mail:  kasimir@inf.fu- 
berlin.de. 

INTERESSENGEMEINSCHAFT  TRANS- 
SEXUELLE  GRUPPE  IN  DER  SEKIS: 

Albrecht-Achilles-Str.  65,  10709  Berlin. 
Phone:  030/8926602. 

TRANSIDENTITAS:  Postfach  10  10  46, 
63010,  Offenbach.  Phone:  +49-69-800-1008. 

TRANSSEXUELLEN-ARBEITSKREIS: 

c/o  HUCH,  Westring  278,  D-24116,  Kiel. 
Phone:  +49-431-17090.  FAX:  431-17099. 

TSH  ESSEN:  c/o  Claudia  Peppen  horst, 
Caesarstr.  34,  D-45130,  Essen.  Phone:  +49- 
201-786899. 


TSH  MUNSTER:  c/o  MIKS,  Herwarthstr 
2,  48143  Muenster.  Phone:  +49-251/511263, 
Claudia  Scholz. 

TS  GRUPPE  HAMBURG:  Chrishan  Susan 
Black,  Nubeblerkamp  13a,  22175  Hamburg. 
Phone:  040-754-4323. 

TVV:  PO  Box  1148,  D-65780,  Hattersheim. 

TS— VIVA  TS  SELBSTHILFEGRUPPE 
MUNCHEN  e.V.:  Obere  Muhlstr.  22,  D- 
81247,  Munchen.  Phone:  089-89-16  19  65  6- 
6:30  pm  CET.  Please  speak  German. 

TS— SELBSTHILFE  BIELEFELD:  C/O 

Praxis  fuer  Beratung  und  Psychotherapie, 
Herm  Detlef  Kunert,  Karl-Eilers-Str.  1, 
33602  Bielefeld.  Phone:  0521/63623. 

TS— SELBSTHILFEGRUPPE  BONN:  c/o 
SEKIS  Bonn,  Lotharstr.  95,  53115  Bonn. 
Phone:  0228/221754. 

SHG  DUESSELDORF:  c/o  Stefanie 
Sander,  Pleistr.  1,  B-4731  Eynatten/ Belgian. 
Phone/FAX:  0032/87852833. 

TS— GRUPPE:  c/o  AIDS-Hilfe 
Thueringen,  Postfach  50,  99001  Erfurt. 
Phone:  0361/7312233. 

TS— ANGEHOERIGENGRUPPE  AWO- 
BERATUNGSZENTRUM:  Luetzow-Str.  32, 
450101  Essen.  Phone:  0201/312051, 
0201/312052. 

TS— SELBSTHILFE  GOETTINGEN,  TS 
IN  PRAXIS  DR.  WIEDEKING:  Buehlstr. 
28a,  37037  Goettingen.  Phone:  0551/46755. 

SHG-HEIDELBERG:  Andreas  Kress, 
Postfach  103766,  69029  Heiderlberg. 

TRANSIDENTITAS  e.V.  SHG  KOBLENZ: 

c/o  Joana,  phone:  0261/45040. 

TRANSEXUELLENGRUPPE  KOELN:  c/o 

Karin,  phone:  02196/1739. 

PRO  FAMILIA  SACHSEN:  c/o  Prof.  Dr.  L. 
Aresin,  04315  Leipzig.  Phone:  0341/61530. 

TRANSIDENTITAS  e.V.  SHG:  c/o 

Christoph,  phone:  0391/5614616. 

SHG  MANHEIM:  Andreas  Tremmel, 
Postfach  1242,  67370  Dudenhofen. 

TRANSIDENTITAS  e.  V.:  WUF-ZEN- 
TRUM,  Niggelweg  2,  97082  Wuerzberg, 
jeden4. 

AUSTRIA 

TRANSX-VEREIN  TRANSGENDER:  PO 

Box  331,  A-1171,  Wien. 

BELGIUM 

FRANJEPOOT:  Postbox  53,  B-2100  Deume  1. 

GENDERSTICHTING  (BELGIUM  GEN- 
DER FOUNDATION):  Pluimstraat  48,  B- 
8500,  Kortrijk.  Phone:  +32-56-21-9541  (M-F 
9-11:30  am,  1-4:30  pm,  M & W to  8 pm)  . 

TS— VERVLIET  JESSICA:  Ravalsvarg 
Sdraad  #372100,  Dauma,  Belgium. 

Support. 

DENMARK 

FPE-NE  DENMARK:  Postboks  361,  DK- 
1504  Copenhagen  V.  E-mail:  FPE- 
NE.DK@dk-online.dk.  Web: 
http://www2.dk.online/users.fpe-ne.dk. 

TRANSVISION:  PO  Box  280,  DK-1502, 
Copenhagen  V. 

TRANSPAL:  c/o  Jen  Chrisbansen, 
Ostergade  20  E,  DK  9870  Sindal  Phone/fax: 
+011  45  98935253.  Social. 
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CD/TS/TG— TRANSVESTIFORENIGEN 
I DANMARK:  TID,  Postbox  9071, 1309 
Kobenhavn  K.  Contacts:  Solveig,  chair- 
woman, +45  44999920,  Fax  +45  44959573. 
Fyn  MireU,  +45  64801810,  phone  & fax. 
Jylland  Cille,  +45  97742299,  phone  & fax.  E- 
mail:  hd@danbbs.dk.  Web: 
http://www.danbbs.dk/~hd.  The  club  is 
open  to  other  "Ts"  also  but,  the  main  focus 
is  on  crossdressing. 

ITALY 

ALL— ARCITRANS  NAZIONALE:  Via 

Torricelli,  19 — 20136  Milano.  Tel:  +39-2-894- 
01749  (Wednesdays  8-llpm) , E-mail:  arci- 
trans@iol.it.  Contact:  Mirella  Izzo.  T-civil 
rights  group. 

NORWAY 

FPE-NE  NORWAY:  Box  1968,  Vika,  N-0125 
Oslo. 

EUROFANTASIA:  Box  442,  N-4301 
Sandnes.  Phone  & FAX:  +47-51-66-24-22.  E- 
mail:  jennys@transgender.org. 

SWEDEN 

TS— BENJAMIN:  PO  Box  9083,  S 102  71, 
Stockholm.  Phone:  +46-40-611-9923,  Tues. 
7-9  pm  CET. 


FPE-S  SWEDEN:  Box  49029,  S-400  64 
Gothenburg.  Phone:  +46-8-34-1316. 

PHI  PI  EPSILON  SVERIGE:  Box  529,  S- 
101  30  Stockholm.  Phone:  08-604-13-93. 
Web:  www.fpes.org. 

FINLAND 

DREAMWEAR  CLUB:  Box  159,  FIN-80101 
Joensuu.  E-mail:  dreamwear@seta.fi 
Web:  www.sgic.fi/~kjl/dreamwear.html 

TRANS  SUPPORT  CENTER  (mail  and 
office)  Hietalahdenkatu  2 B 16,  FIN- 
00180  Helsinki  Phone:  +358-9-612  3243 
Fax:  +358-9-612  3266 
E-mail:  trans.tuki@seta.fi 
Web:  www. sgic.fi/~jase/ttp. 

Open  during  the  day  and  most  evenings, 
all  transgendered  welcome.  Open  house 
coffee  evening  every  Thursday  from  7pm 
until  9 pm. 

SETA:  c/o  Trans  Center,  Box  135,  FIN- 
00251  Helsinki.  Phone:  +358-0-2411-135.  E- 
mail:  ekt@seta.fi. 

TS— TRASEK  RY.  Hietalahdenkatu  2 B 16 
00180  Helsinki.  E-mail: 
trasek@hotmail.com. 

NETHERLANDS 

TS— AIS  SUPPORT  GROUP:  (038)  269845. 
(Fluent  English,  Dutch.) 

TS— WERKGROEP  TRANSSEKSU- 
ALITEIT  GRONINGEN:  EENDRACHT- 
SKADE  NZ  19,  9718  BB  GRONINGEN, 
+31-(50)  527-35-89.  Contact  H.H.  VISSCH- 
ER,  E-mail:  francina@worldaccess.nl. 

HOMODOK  LESBISCH  ARCHIEF  AMS- 
TERDAM, Nieuwpoortkade  2a,  1055  rx 
Amsterdam,  Tele:  020-60-60-712,  FAX:  020- 
60-60-713,  E-mail:  info@homodok-laa.nl, 
Web:  www.homodok-laa.nl 

GENDERTEAM  AMSTERDAM:  Prof  Dr. 
L.J.G.  Gooren,  Dept. 
Endocrynology/Andrology,  Free 
University  Hospital,  PO  Box  7057, 1007 
MB,  Amsterdam.  Phne:  +31-020-444-0542 
ext.  199.  FAX:  444-0502. 

FTM — HET  JONGENSUUR:  Binnenkadijk 
178,  1018  ZH  Amsterdam.  Phone:  +31  020- 
6221710. 


TV/TS — LANDELIJKE  KONTAKT- 
GROEP  TRAVESTIE  EN  TRANSSEKSU- 
ALITEIT:  LKG  T&T,  Postbus  11575, 1001 
GN  Amsterdam.  Phone:  +31  10  -453-18-93. 
E-mail:  Rosalind@xs4all.nl. 

NEDERLANDSE  VERENIGING 
HUMANITAS:  PO  Box  71,  NL-1000  AB 
Amsterdam.  Phone:  +31  020-5231100.  MTF, 
FTM  self  help  groups. 

FTM — MANNENGROEP:  c/o  Humanitas, 
PO  Box  71,  NL-1000  AB  Amsterdam. 

Phone:  +31  020-5231100.  FTM  support 
group. 

MTF/SO— WERKGROEP  FACET:  Rode 
Kruislaan  61,  NL — 5628  GB  Eindhoven. 
Phone:  +31-40-241-5475. 

TURKEY 

LAMBDA  ISTANBUL,  PK  103  Goztepe, 
Istanbul.  Fax  90.212.224.3792. 

TV/TS— SEXUAL  LIBERTIES:  Use  the 

above  mailing  instructions  for 
Travesty/Transsexualle,  c/o  Iskendar 
Savasir.  Educational  outreach  for  all 
Islamic  countries. 

PAKISTAN 

KHUSRA  OF  PAKISTAN:  c/o  Muhamid 
Aslam  Khusra,  PF-34  Abbotabad  Hockey 
Stadium,  Abbotabad.  Phone:  +92-5921-6158 
(leave  message)  or  5921-2858. 

BANGLADESH 

YOUTH  APPROACH:  3,  Purana  Paltan, 
Dhaka-1000,  Bangladesh.  Phone:  88-02- 
7555321.  E-mail:  yadc@bangla.net. 

CZECH  REPUBLIC 

CZECH  TRANSFORUM,  prague.  E-mail: 
oskar98@writeme.com  Web:  www.for- 
tunecity.com  / village  / ne  wcompton  / 1 53 
Supporting  organization  for  Czech  and 
possibly  Slovak  transsexuals,  first  in  the 
Czech  Republic.  Just  starting  to  work. 

POLAND 

THE  ASSOCIATION  FOR 
PROTECTING  AND  HELPING  THE 
TRANSGENDERED  PEOPLE  "DES- 
TINY". Its  headquarters  is  located  at  the 
following  address:  ul.  Kombatantow 
5G/1,  80-464  Gdansk,  Poland.  Phone  num- 
ber: 48  (58)  346-52-54.  "Destiny"  is  a TS 
support  group  with  heterosexual  members, 
too.  The  main  goal  of  the  Association  is  to 
offer  the  help  and  support  to  people  who 
are  stigmatized  with  the  Gender 
Dysphoria. 

RUSSIA 

TV/TS— ICE  AND  FIRE  MOSCOW: 

Margaret  Mankevitch,  c/o  Masha  Oleheva, 
95-1-36  Vernadsky  Ave.,  117526,  Moscow. 
Write  Directly  to  Margaret  Mankevich 
DO  NOT  PUT  GROUP  NAME  OR  TITLE 
ON  ENVELOPE. 

TV/SO— FPE  LATVIA:  Elga  Remes, 
Jurmala,  15,  PO  Box  17  LATVIA  LV  2015. 

TV/TS/GLBT/CD— CORN-FLOWERS, 

The  Russian  Society  at  the  Volga  River's 
Area:  c/o  Yuri  Kumykov,  PO  Box  10, 
Saratov  RUSSIA.  Social  group. 

AUSTRALIA 
NEW  SOUTH  WALES 

FTM— BOYS  WILL  BE  BOYS:  PO  Box 

1349,  Strawberry  Hills,  2012.  Tel:+61-02- 
319-2034. 

THE  GENDER  CENTRE  INC.:  PO  Box 

266,  Petersham,  NSW  2049.  Telephone:+61- 
02-9569-2366.  E-mail: 


gender@rainbow.net.au.  Support  group, 
counseling,  referrals,  accommodations, 

HIV  information/materials. 

CD— LES  GIRLS:  PO  Box  504,  Bumwood, 
2134. 

SEAHORSE  SOCIETY  NSW:  PO  Box  168, 
Westgate,  NSW  2048.  Telephone:  +61-02- 
9716-9439  (Thurs.  eve.) . E-mail:  sea- 
horse@cia.com.au 

SEX  WORKERS  OUTREACH  TRANS- 
GENDER SUPPORT  PROJECT:  SWOP, 

PO  Box  1453,  Darlinghurst  2010.  Phone: 
+61-02-212-2600;  FAX  : 212-3978. 

TRANSGENDER  LIBERATION  COALI- 
TION: TLC,  PO  Box  208,  Kings  Cross, 

2011.  Phone:  +61-02-358-5664 

QUEENSLAND 

IS— MARY  RUSSELL:  PO  Box  3371,  Logan 
Hyperdrome,  Loganholme,  4129. 

AUS.  TRANSGENDERIST  SUPPORT 
ASSOC.  INC.:  ATSAQ,  PO  Box  212,  New 
Farm,  4005,  Phone:  +61-07-846-3787  (24- 
hour  helpline) , 236-2400,  FAX  236-2398. 

FTM— BOYS  WILL  BE  BOYS:  PO  Box  212, 
West  End,  4005,  Phone:  07-846-3787. 

GENDER  CLINIC:  484  Adelaide  Street, 
Brisbane,  4000.  Phone:  +61-07-839-8262. 

AUSTRALIAN  TRANSGENDER  SUP- 
PORT ASSOC.:  PO  Box  212,  New  Farm, 
Brisbane,  QLD  4005.  Phone:  +61  03-846- 
3787.  Fax:  +61  03-254-2680.  Support  group, 
professional  services  and  referrals,  24-hour 
help  line. 

SEAHORSE  SOCIETY  OF  QUEENS- 
LAND: PO  Box  574,  Annerley  Brisbane, 
4103.  Phone:  61-7  38922124. 

SELF  HEALTH  FOR  QUEENSLAND 
WORKERS  IN  THE  SEX  INDUSTRY: 
SQWISI,  PO  Box  689,  West  End  4101. 
Phone:  +61-07-844-4565.  FAX:  844-8840. 

SOUTH  AUSTRALIA 

CARROUSEL  CLUB  INC:  a non-profit 
group  that  provides  a social  outlet  and 
support  for  crossdressers  and  transsexuals 
of  all  ages  and  nationalities.  PO.  Box  721, 
Marleston  SA  5033,  Australia.  Phone 
Michelle  61  8 8281  6190  or  Carol  61  8 8289 
2409 

TRANSGENDER  INFORMATION 
SERVICE  OF  SOUTH  AUSTRALIA: 

Contact:  Lana  Barlow,  8 Mawson  Rd, 
Meadows,  South  Australia,  5201 

CHAMELEONS  GROUP:  PO  Box  907, 
Kent  Town,  5071.  Phone:  +61-08-362-1611. 

SOUTH  AUSTRALIA  TRANSSEXUAL 
SUPPORT:  Phone:  +61-08-362-3223, 
Gayline;  362-1611,  Jenny. 

TASMANIA 

TS— TASMANIAN  TRANSGENDER 
SUPPORT  GROUP— PO  Box  2150,  Hobart, 
Tasmania  7001,  Australia. 

VICTORIA 

CHAMELEON  SOCIETY  OF  VICTORIA 
INC.:  PO  Box  500,  Williamstown,  Victoria 
3016.  Phone:  61-3-93159172.  E-mail: 
lynne@melbpc.org.au. 

FTM  TS— BOYS  WILL  BE  BOYS:  PO  Box 

328,  Northcote,  3070. 

GENDER  DYSPHORIA  CLINIC  AT  THE 
MONASH  MEDICAL  CENTRE:  Clayton 
Campus,  246  Clayton  Road,  Clayton  3168. 
Phone:  +61-03-955-1437,  ask  for  Dawn. 


SEAHORSE  CLUB  of  VICTORIA,  INC.: 

GPO  Box  2337V,  Melbourne,  Victoria  3001. 
Phone:  +61  359-711-684.  Support  group. 

TRANSGENDER  LIBERATION  AND 
CARE:  TLC,  PO  Box  1674,  South  Preston, 
3071.  Phone:  +61-394-811-506,  ask  for 
Sharon.  E-mail:  gayle@melbpc.org.au. 

WEST  AUSTRALIA 

CHAMELEON  SOCIETY:  PO  Box  367, 
Victoria  Park,  6163.  Phone:  +61-01-577- 
1753. 

GENDER  COUNCIL  OF  AUSTRALIA 
(W.A.)  INC.:  PO  Box  58,  Victoria  Park, 
6110.  Phone:  +61-09-362-5447. 

WATS  SUPPORT  UNITY  AND  PRIDE: 
WATSUP,  PO  Box  771,  Doubleview,  6018. 

NEW  ZEALAND 

IS— INTERSEX  SOCIETY  OF  NEW 
ZEALAND:  PO  Box  9196,  Wellington. 
Phone:  +6  4 4727386,  FAX:  +6  4 4727387. 

ALL— AGENDER  NEW  ZEALAND,  PO 

Box  27-560,  Wellington.  Phone:  +64  025 
5750914.  New  Zealand  Support  Group  for 
all  transgendered  people. 

NEW  ZEALAND  GENDER  DYSPHORIA 
FOUNDATION:  NZGDF,  PO  Box  2827, 
Auckland. 

TOPS:  PO  Box  68-509,  Newton,  Auckland. 
Phone:  +64  9 3666  106.  Fax:  (09)  3666  106- 
8462  549.  Support  group  and  trans  friendly 
medical  clinic. 

O.N.T.O.P.  WELLINGTON:  Ongoing 
Network  Transgendered  Outreach 
Project.  P.O.  Box  11-412,  Manners  Street, 
Wellington,  NZ  E-mail:  ontopnz@paci- 
ficwest.com 

Web:  http://welcome.to/ontopnz 
A project  of  the  "New  Zealand 
Prostitutes  Collective",  provides  support 
and  information  to  the  transgender  sex 
industry  workers  community  as  well  as 
referrals  to  other  support  networks. 

JAPAN 

ELIZABETH  CLUB:  5-32-18  Kameido, 
Koto-ku,  Tokyo  136.  Phone:  +81-3-3683- 
6092. 

ELIZABETH  NAGOYA  SHOP:  1-13-15 
Noritake  Nakamura-Ku,  Nagoya-shi  453. 

FTM  NIPPON:  c/o  Adachi-Ku,  Adachi- 
Nishi-post  office,  Tokyo  123.  E-mail:  ftm- 
japan@mxm.meshnet.or.jp.  Support  group 
and  professional  services.  Newsletter  is  in 
Japanese  only.  Correspondence  in  English 
is  acceptable. 

ASIAN  TS  CLUB:  c/o  FTM  Nippon, 
Adachi-ku,  Adachi-Nishi  Post  Office, 
Tokyo  123.  Asian  international  TG 

TAIWAN 

FEMININE  BOY'S  CONCERN  ASSOCI- 
ATION: Contact:  Peter  Tehua  Kao,  2F,  #29, 
Lane  97,  Chien-kuo  Road  Hsin-tein,  Taipei, 
Taiwan,  Tel.:  +886-2-29112414.  E-mail: 


Transgender  Tapestry  #93  • 83 


The  1FGE  is  a 501(c)(3)  non- 
profit organization  providing 
outreach  to  and  for  the  trans- 
gender community.  Among 
its  many  other  activities,  1FGE 
publishes  and  distributes  gen- 
der related  books,  magazines, 
videos  and  tapes. 


Profits  from  all  sales  go 
toward  promoting  self- 
acceptance, public  under- 
standing, and  inclusion  of 
greater  gender  diversity  in 
society  at  large.  Our  office 
and  bookstore  are  located  at 
14  Felton  Street,  2nd  Floor, 
Waltham,  MA  02453-4117 


International  Foundation  for  Gender  Education 

Synchronicity 

Bookstore 

Publications 

Catalogue 


When  George  Jorgensen 
decided  to  change  his 

name— and  body  the 

nation  wasn't  quite  reads 

—Newsday 


RISTIN 


The 

Or'ig'h3' 
Class'^ 
BACK  WJ 
PRINT  after 


decades  yersona/  Autobiography 


In  1952, 
She  Was 
a Scandal 


CHRISTINE  JORGENSEN 
A Personal  Autobiography 

by  Christine  Jorgensen 
Introduction  by  Susan  Stryker 

$1495 

#931  -L  “ 

An  intimate  memoir  of  the  world's  first  publicized  sex- 
change  operation.  Includes  never-before  seen  photographs 
from  the  author's  private  collection.  Available  for  the  first 
time  in  over  twenty  years. 

George  Jorgensen,  a shy.  American-born  man  of  twen- 
ty-six, departed  for  Denmark  in  1951.  He  returned  one  year 
later,  newly  named  Christine  Jorgensen,  the  first  world 
renowned  transsexual.  Neither  Jorgensen  nor  the  world 
would  ever  be  the  same.  Jorgensen  revisits  the  hi-lights  of 
her  international  celebrity,  recounting  a dazzling  career  as  a 
Las  Vegas  entertainer,  her  acquaintance  with  Truman 
Capote,  being  "banned"  from  Boston,  winning  the  title  Miss 
Neutral  Zone  by  American  Soldiers  in  Korea,  and  serving  as 
the  first  public  spokesperson  for  transgenderism.  "I  am 
proud,  looking  back,  that  I was  on  the  street  comer  when 
the  movement  started",  she  adds.  "We  may  not  have  start- 
ed it,  but  we  gave  it  a good,  swift  kick  in  the  pants." 


International  Foundation  for  Gender  Education 
P.O.  Box  540229,  Waltham,  MA  02454-0229 
(for  MC/Visa  orders)  781-899-2212,  FAX:  781-899-5703 
E-mail:  Books@ifge.org  or  visit  our  on-line  bookstore  at  our  website:  http://www.ifge.org 


NOW  IN  STOCK 


Crossing:  A Memoir 
by  Deirdre  McCloskey 
# 915  $15.00 

Now  in  Paperback! 


SEX.  GENDER 
& SEXUALITY 


Sex , Gender  & Sexuality 
by  Dr.  Tracie  O'Keefe 
#494  $22.95 


The  Danish  Girl 
by  David  Ebershoff 
#496  $24.95 


;:.k)E\NV 

Face  Forward  i r 
by  Kevin  Aucoin 
#516  $32.95 


Transsexual 
Workers 

by  Jams  Walworth 

#476  $16.00 

AND:  

Working  with  a 
Transsexual 
#526  $12.00 

Trans  Forming  Families 
by  Mary  Boenke 
#481  $13.95 


The  Mane  Thing 
by  Kevin  Mancuso 
#479  $25.00 


Creating  a Feminine  Carriage 

by  Elaine  Sagant 

#490  $12.95 


THE  Last  TIME 
I h'JRE  AGREES 

A MEMOIR 

* 


OAPHhE  : CHOLINE  Kl 


As  Nature  Made  Him 

The  Boy  who  was  Raised  as  a Girl 

by  John  Colapinto 

#498  $26.00 


The  Last  Time  I Wore  A Dress 
by  Jane  Meredith  Adams 
#472  $13.00 


Trans  Liberation: 

Beyond  Pink  or  Blue 
by  Leslie  Feinberg 
#420  ‘ $20.00 


GF.NDF.R 

LOVING 

CARE 


RANDI  ETTNLR 


Feminizing  Hormonal 
Treatment  for  the 
Transgendered 
by  Dr.  Sheila  Kirk 
#170  $16.95 

Gender  Loving  Care 

by  Randi  Ettner 

#474  $25.00 


The  Tranny  Guide  2000-2001 

International  TV  Shopping  Source 
by  Vicky  Lee 
#525  $22.95 


Suits  Me:  The  Double 
Life  of  Billy  Tipton 
by  Diane  Middlebrook 
#470  $25.00 


Membership  Pays! 

Become  a member  of  IFGE  today  and  get  a 10%  discount  on  your  bookstore  purchase, 
(discount  does  not  apply  for  magazines  or  shipping  & handling  charges). 


Cat-2 


I’lvpan- 
A*i  Slll\KTV 
llral  KixIih 


Prepare  for  Surgery 
Heal  Faster 

Book  by  Peggy  Huddleston 
#482  ' 1 1 $14.95 


Buy  as 
a Set 


Prepare 
for  Surgery. 
Ileal  lastcr 


Prepare  for  Surgery 
Heal  Faster  (Audio  Tape) 
by  Peggy  Huddleston 
#aul50  $9.95 


The  Empress  is  a Man 
bv  Michael  R.  Gorman 
#469  $20.99 


Girl  Talk  Magazine 

#GT  $10.00 


Translegalities 
A Legal  Guide  for  MTF's 
by  Spencer  Bergstedt 
#499  $25.00 


UOMINI  COME  DONNE 
MEN  AS  WOMEN 


MARIETTE  PATHY  ALLEN 


Men  as  Women 
by  Mariette  Pathy  Allen 
#012  $15.00 


VOVvo*'5 


4? 


What's  Inside  of  Me 
Music  by  Davetta  Magness 
#au235  $11.95 


TWWlftWIR 


Translegalities 
A Legal  Guide  for  FTM's 
by  Spencer  Bergstedt 
#500  $25.00 
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SALE!  OFFER  EXPIRES  6/31/01  SALE! 


To  Be  a Woman 
by  Jerry/Jerri  McClain 
#118  ' SUm 


SALE  $12.00 


Transformations 
by  Mariette  Pathy  Allen 
#032  SUm 


SALE  $19.95 


And 

yes,  you 
CAN  use 
your  IFGE 
Member- 
ship 

Discount 
on  these 
sale  items! 


Legal  Aspects  of  Transsexualism 
by  Sr.  Mary  Elizabeth  SSE 
#036  ' $40-4)0 


i siting.  Writing  Successful  Hoiv-to  Books 
SUCCESSFUL  by  Jean  Marie  Stine 

i mm*  i #190  sum 

6 HOW-TO  I 
BOOKS’ 

^20% 


Cat-3 


SALE  $11.95 


// 


Wives,  Partners  & Others 
by  Jan  & Diane  Dixon 
#016  $4009 


SALE  $8.00 


M 


r rt 


Aspects  of  Gender 
by  Lesley  Gordon 
#147  $4405 


o iniw  oi  (umtMfniK 

LCiLCV  CORDON 


SALE  $12.95 


J c('li  mis 


Feelings 

by  Stephanie  Castle 
#124  sum 


SALE  $17.95 


Counseling  in  Genderland 

by  Niela  Miller 

#166  sum 

SALE  $14.95 


ALSO  IN  STOCK 


•%# 


30 


Two  Spur  it  People 
by  Lester  Brown 
#449 


$12.95 


Confessions  of  a Gender  Defender 

by  Randi  Ettner,  Ph.D. 

#184  $14.95 

«<  BACK  IN  STOCK! 


Gender  Outlazv 
by  Kate  Bornstein 
#189  $13.00 

«<  NOW  IN  PAPERBACK! 


| Crossdressing 


#159  CrossDressers  & Those  Who  Share  Their  Lives 

Indispensible  insights  & advice  for  CDs  & their  mates. 

by  Peggy  Rudd,  Ed.  D $14.95 

#465  Who's  Really  from  Venus 

by  Peggy  Rudd,  Ed.  D $14.95 

#440  Cross  Purposes:  On  Being  Christian 
and  Crossgendered 

by  Vanessa  S.  $17.95 

#042  CrossDressing  with  Dignity 

The  Case  for  Transcending  Gender  Lines 

by  Peggy  Rudd,  Ed.  D $14.95 

#111  Coping  with  CrossDressing 

Puts  crossdressing  into  perspective  for  spouses. 

by  JoAnn  Roberts  $12.00 

#031  My  Husband  Wears  My  Clothes 

by  Peggy  Rudd,  Ed.  D $14.95 

#515  Making  Faces  by  Kevin  Aucoin  NOW  IN  PAPERBACK 

Unbeatable  tips  and  techniques  on  basic  makeup  application. 

$20.00 

| Transsexual 


#113  The  Uninvited  Dilemma: 

A Question  of  Gender 

by  Kim  E.  Stuart  $14.95 

#161  Medical , Legal  & Workplace  Issues 
for  the  Transsexual 

by  Sheila  Kirk,  M.D.  $18.95 

#181  I Am  My  Own  Woman:  An  Autobiography 
by  Charlotte  Von  Mahlsdorf  $12.99 

#489  Rhonda:  The  Woman  in  Me 

by  Rhonda  D.  Hoyman  $28.57 

#493  Je  Me  Souviens:  One  Person's  Experience 
with  Male-to-Female  Sex  Reassignment  Surgery 

by  fean  Vermette  $10.00 

#vi203  Gender  Identity — Variations  of  Expression 
by  Dr.  Jayne  Thomas  & Prof.  Toby  Green  $39.95 

#154  ID  Management  for  the  Transsexual 

by  Dallas  Denny  $15.00 

#175  Transsexuals  Candid  Answers  to  Private 

Questions  by  Gerald  Ramsey,  Ph.  D $22.95 

#037  From  Masculine  to  Feminine  and  All 
Points  In  Between:  Overall  guide  for  any 
TV,  TS,  CD,  TS,  SO  or  helping  professional 
by  Jennifer  Anne  Stevens  $19.95 

#185  True  Selves:  Understanding  Transsexualism 
for  Families,  Friends,  Co-Workers,  and 
Helping  Professionals 

by  Mildred  L.  Brown  & Chloe  Ann  Rounsley  $24.95 

#460  Our  Trans  Children 

Pamphlet  from  PFLAG  $1.00 

#vil65  An  Evening  with  Dr.  Stanlex / Biber  (VIDEO) 
MTF  SURGICAL  TECHNIQUE  ' $30.00 

#vi212  Fluid  Boundaries  (VIDEO) 

by  Wendell  Collier  w/Miqqi  A.  Gilbert  $14.95 

#vill3  I am  Who  I Am  (Music  VIDEO) 

by  Sam  LaHanna  $15.00 

Cat-4 


I Transgender 


#455  TransGetnier  Care:  Recommended  Guidelines, 
Practical  Information  and  Personal  Accounts 
bv  Gianna  E.  Israel  & Donald  E.  Tarver  II,  M.D. 

$39.95 

#139  Gender  Dysphoria — Interdisciplinary  Approaches 
in  Clinical  Management 

by  Walter  Bockting  & Eli  Coleman,  PhD  $19.95 

#446  All/  Gender  Workbook  Kate's  guide  to  exploring 

the  big  "G"  bv  Kate  Bornstein  BACK  IN  STOCK! 

$16.95 

#442  Transgender  Warriors:  From  Joan  of  Arc  to  RuPaul 
by  Leslie  Feinberg  $20.00 

| F e m a / e to  Male 

#156  S/HE:  An  intimate  searck  u-  ' tner 

of  a—  Q.RlLV  OUT  OF  S10CK 

bv  1 TEWP^ratt  $11.95 

#151  Stone  Butch  Blues 

by  Leslie  Feinberg  $13.95 

#179  Sacred  Country  ...  An  FtM  novel 

by  Rose  Tremain  $10.00 

#au240  TS  Man:  An  audio  cassette 

by  James  Green.  $9.95 

#188  Body  Alchemy:  Transsexual  Portraits 

photos  and  text  by  Loren  Cameron  $24.95 

#034  Gender  Blending:  Confronting  the  Limits  of  Duality 
by  Holly  Devor,  Ph.D.  $14.95 

#171  Masculizing  HormonaLfTh^-" 

forJll£  oUT  OF  STOCK  U,  M d. 

teWPORAR  $14.95 

#vil66  An  Evening  with  Dr.  Stanley  Biber  (VIDEO) 
FTM  SURGICAL  TECHNIQUE  $30.00 

|p  Mi  e r F a v o rite  Choices 


#vil03  Speaking  as  a Woman  VIDEO 

by  Allison  Laing  $30.00 

#bk029  Speaking  as  a Woman  (book)  $10.00 

#vil48  Melanie  Speaks  VIDEO  $24.95 

#cdl48  On  Developing  a Female  Voice  CD  $19.95 

#au  148  by  Melanie  Ann  Phillips  Cassette  $14.95 

#vil05  Ladylike  Deportment  VIDEO 

by  Paula  Jordan  Sinclair  $30.00 

#vil01  Husbands  & Wives , Best  Friends  & Lovers 
Dealing  with  crossdressing  in 
relationships  VIDEO 

produced  by  Donna  Mobley  $30.00 

#vil02  Metamorphosis:  Man  into  Woman  VIDEO 
documentary  of  Gary's  change  to  Gaby  $39.95 

#vil50  Gender  101  VIDEO 

produced  by  IFGE  $29.95 

#vil36  Art  & Illusion  Basic  Makeup  VIDEO 

#vil04  Art  & Illusion  Tricks  & Tips  VIDEO 

bv  JoAnn  Roberts  $30.00 

each 

#cd232  Play  to  Win 

Music  by  Pamela  Davis  $12.99 

#026  Art  & Illusion  Vol.  1:  Pace  & Hair 

by  JoAnn  Roberts  $15.00 

#040  Art  & Illusion  Vol.  2:  Fashion  & Style 

by  JoAnn  Roberts  $15.00 

#LL  Ladylike  Magazine  Current  Issue  $12.00 

Bv  Virginia  Prince: 

#021  The  Cross  Dresser  and  His  Wife  $12.00 

#022  Understanding  CrossDressing  $12.00 

#023  How  to  Be  A Woman  Though  Male  $14.00 

TO  PLACE  YOUR  ORDER  PLEASE  USE  THE  CARD  INSERT 
BETWEEN  THIS  AND  THE  NEXT  PAGE  OF  THIS  MAGAZINE 
AND  MAIL  WITH  YOUR  PAYMENT  TODAY!  THANKS! 


Cat-5 


YOU  CAN  PLACE  YOUR  ORDER  OVER  THE  PHONE  WITH  A VISA  OR  MASTERCARD 
CALL  (781)  899-2212.  QUESTIONS?  ask  for  Denise  or  e-mail  her  at:  books@ifge.org. 


Mailing  Information  & Order  Form 


Name  _ 
Address. 


Member  Type  (if  applicable) 

Student/Low  Income 

Basic Supporting 

Benefactor Life 

MEMBERSHIP  # 

Discounts  DO  NOT  apply  to 
Shipping  & Handling, 
Magazine  orders,  or 
subscriptions. 

Please  allow  3 to  4 weeks  for 
delivery 

Make  checks  and/or  money 
orders  payable  to: 

IFGE,  P.O.  Box  540229 
Waltham,  MA  02454-0229 

For  Visa/MasterCard  ONLY: 

Card  #: 

Exp.  Date: 

Signature: 


Code#  Product  Titles  Price 


Subtotal: 
Membership  Discount: 
Shipping  & Handling: 
MA  Residents  5%  Sales  Tax 

Total  Enclosed  (U.S.  Funds) 

5*  »-  »•  Shipping  and  Handling  Directions — 

ADD  $3.00  each  for  the  first  two  items,  $1.50  for  each  add’l  item 

NOTE:  INTERNATIONAL  ORDERS  subject  to  additional  shipping 
determined  by  country  & zone  & postage  class  selected  (Surface  or  Air) 
Prices  subject  to  change  without  notice.  Questions?  e-mail  books@ifge.org 
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postage 

stamp 

here 


IFGE  Synchromcity  Bookstore 
PO  Box  540229 
Waltham,  MA  02454-0229 


iUW  root-  ' *J  ilfcU  R' ''  1 lUMETiL 

This  Season  is  an  exciting  time  for  us  here  at  AFI.  We  are  presenting  our  fourth  season  of  new  clothing 
especially  made  for  the  crossdresser  community.  We  have  added  many  new  exciting  styles  and 
colors  and  hope  that  you  will  enjoy  the  correctly  fitting  garments  made  with  wider  shoulders,  lowered 
waistlines,  longer  sleeves  and  more  narrow  hips.  We  strive  for  the  best  overall  fit  for  our  customers  and 
feedback  has  been  very  positive  with  all  of  our  pieces.  If  you  want  to  see  a free  brochure  of  our  best 
selling  items,  Please  call  to  receive  a free  color  brochure  or  if  you  want  the  full  cata- 

log, then  send  $3.00  to  the  address  listed  below  and  we  will  be  sure  to  get  a catalog  right  out  to  you. 


Style  TP01 

Dense  tight  stretch  lace  top. 
A best  seller  - fits  great! 
and  works  great  with  skirts 
and  under  suits 
Fits  Chest  sizes: 

34  - 46  only 
Colors:  Black  or  White 
Sale  Price:  $ 34.50 

Style  PLT01 

NEW  - cute  pleated  skirt.  Very 
versatile.  Can  be  worn  as 
shown  for  a sexy  look  with 
our  lace  top  or  as  part  of  a 
cheerleader  or  schoolgirl 
outfit 

Color:  Red  Only 
26  - 42  only 
Sale  price:  $ 35.95 


Style  PTO 1 -Command  Attention! 

Hot  new  stretch  PVC  dress.  Long  front 
zipper.  Zip  it  up  to  a high  neck  or  zip  it 
down  for  more  exposure.  Latest  Fashion 
trend.  Fits  Chest  sizes:  34  - 48  only 
Color:  Black 
Sale  Price:  $ 83.95 
Heel  - Style  251  - Chunky  5”  heel 
with  laces.  Sizes:  7-1 4M.  Blk,  Wht  or 
Red  patent.  Price  S58.1 5 


Style  DR06 
New  versatile  dress 
design.  Zipper  front 
dress.  The  invisible 
zipper  runs  down  the 
center  of  this  piece. 

Zip  it  up  for  a high  neck 
look  or  zip  it  down  for 
more  sex  appeal.  Can 
be  worn  sporty  or 
dressy. 
Fits  Chest  sizes: 
34  - 48  only 
Waist  sizes:  26-42 
Color:  Bordeaux 
Burgundy 
Sale  Price:  $ 66.50 


Enticing,  smooth  satin 
open  breast  bra.  If 
you  have  a little 
breast  tissue  or  a lot, 
try  our  new  open 
breast  bra.  Creates 
the  feminine  illusion 
immediately. 

Sizes  36  - 44 
Low  Price  $35.55 


The  ultimate  in  realistic 
breastwear.  Our 
silicone  forms  are 
made  of  the  highest 
quality  silicone  for  the 
best  feel  and  the 
nipple  is  specially 
made  to  be  realistic  and  more  projected  plus 
the  finish  is  a matte  finish  so  they  look  more 
realistic  when  attached.  Sizes:  B,  D,  D,  DD.  Make 
sure  you  specify  your  chest  size  when  ordering. 
Price  for  pair  $279.95.  Price  with  adhesive  and 
remover  $294.95  (#BFCLB) 


For  the  sexy  star  in 
you!  5 inch  classic 
patent  spike  heel 
with  open  toe  and 
T-strap.  Makes  quite 
a statement. 

Blk,  Wht  or  silver 
Sizes:  7 - 13M 
Low  Price  $44.50 


Order  Here  or  at  our  Website:  If  paying  by  Mail  use  Postal  Money  Order 

WWW.CROSSDRESS.NET.  We  will  need  your  for  Fastest  Delivery. 

chest  measurement  without  padding  Make  Checks/  Money  Orders  payable  to 

Style  # Color  Size  Price  BEST  VALUE  PRODUCTS. 


Shipping  costs: 

$35  $100  add  $7.00. 
$100  - $293  add  $10.00. 
Over  $294  add  $15.00 


TapspOl 


Shipping 
Total 


Visa/MC/Disc  # 
Exp  Date  

Name 

Address 


City State Zip 

Best  Value  Products  • PO  Box  156  • Wyncote  • PA  • 19095 
215-782-9025  Fax:215-782-9180  E-mail:  bvp@p3.net 


Institute 


A fully  funded  501  (c)  (3)  foundation 


* 


Our  Mission:  Stimulate  Changes  in  Culture  to  Improve  Trans  Person  Understanding  and  Acceptance 


Photos  from  a recent  R S I sponsored  trans  educational  trip  to  Japan 


James  Green 

explaining  FtM 
on  Fuji  TV  live 
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James  Green 

taping  for  Japanese 
Television  news 


James  Green 
and  Dr.  Harishina 

(SRS  surgeon) 


James  Green 

greets  the 

Sankei  Shimbun  Newspaper 


Rikki  Swin 

under  the  Fuji  ball 


In  front  of  Nippon  TV 


James  Masae  and  Rikki 
forAsahi  Evening  News 


RSI  proudly  announces: 

RSI  co-sponsorship  of  IFGE  Transgender  2001 
March  22  - 26,  2001 
Arlington  Heights,  Illinois 

15th  Annual  IFGE  Convention 

And 

1st  R S I Trans  Medical  and  Legal  Symposium 


R S I is  sponsoring  specific  international  caregiver  professionals  to  speak  at  this  conference.  By  helping  to  make  this 
conference  truly  international.  R S I believes  that  the  global  exchange  of  ideas  and  techniques  regarding  trans  person 
care  will  stimulate  growth  in  all  facets  of  care.  Please  do  not  miss  the  opportunity  to  hear  first  hand  from  worldwide 
experts  in  trans  care.  Then,  share  your  knowledge  with  your  local  caregiver  professional.  In  this  way  you  can  help  to 
stimulate  continuous  improvement. 

R S I 

Rikki  Swin  Institute,  Inc. 

22  West  Ontario  St. 

Chicago,  IL,  60610 


Phone:  312.440.9292  Website:  www.RSInstitute.org 

Fax:  312.255.0575  Email:  RSInstitute@aol.com 

GRAND  OPENING  GALA  CELEBRATION  MARCH  2001  (During  IFGETG2001) 


